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Place - the Infrastructure
of Memory and Shared Identity

Stépan Spoula / Introduction /
Over the ages, the area of the Rohan Island was mostly owned by the river
itself, and only recently did it become an important sphere of development
of Karlin’s and Liben’s industry, which has ultimately receded since.
Although the river was regulated and given more capacity, thus curbing
the smaller seasonal floods, in 2002 the area, including Karlin and lower
Libeni, was completely flooded. The original space of the river was then
divided by an flood barrier and its larger part was put under protection
and intended for the city’s further development. It was also decided that on
the other side of the line, on the side of the river, there would be a new canal
made by excavating the old soil landfills and a flood park would be built
in order to increase the capacity of the flow during floods, thus compensating
for the lost area where the river could no longer spread.

Construction could begin in the space beyond the dam, and it is obvious
how much we need good public space which is not exclusive, and just how
much we need to retain a sensible relationship to the neighboring districts.

In 2020, the Prague municipality confirmed the decision to invest into a flood
canal and entrusted the creation of the project for a new park to the Institute
of Planning and Development (IPR). We opted for the format of a competition-
dialogue, which also worked well for us in the case of the revitalisation
of Charles square, and which allows the inclusion of important actors, allows
us to carry on dialogue with the competing teams who work on their
proposals, as well as discuss the values, problems, expectations and ways
to achieve a balanced and complex solution.

What kind of park, what kind of public space, do we in fact need? It must
be well connected to the cores of the traditional districts, such as Liben
and Karlin, should ‘get on well’ with them and at the same time serve their
inhabitants. Both these quarters have always had a close relationship with
the Vltava, as the river constituted a large part of their reality, although each
was, throughout their tumultuous development, affected differently. The gradual

Misto — Infrastruktura paméti a sdilené identity

Stépan Spoula / Uvod /

Uzemi Rohanského ostrova, dlouha léta patilo zejména fece, poté se stalo
dutlezitou oblasti rozvoje karlinského a liberiského primyslu, ktery nakonec
zanikl. I kdyz byla feka regulovana a zkapacitnéna a vyloucily se mensi
sezonni povodné, bylo tzemi v roce 2002 zcela zaplaveno vcetné Karlina
a dolni Libné. Pvodni prostor feky byl nasledné rozdélen protipovodnovou
zdi a jeho vétsi cast ochranéna a urcena k rozvoji meésta. Tehdy se také
rozhodlo, Ze na druhé strané linie, na strané feky, se odtézi navazky a udéla
novy kanal a povodnovy park, ktery zvysi kapacitu priitoku béhem povodni
jako nahradu za ztratu tzemi, kam uz se feka nemuize rozlit.

V prostoru za hrazi mohla zacit vystavba a je zjevné, jak moc potfebujeme
kvalitni vefejny prostor, ktery neni exkluzivni, jak moc potfebujeme
zachovani srozumitelnych vazeb na okolni ¢tvrti.

V roce 2020 vedeni Prahy potvrdilo rozhodnuti investovat do nového
povodniového kanalu a povéfila Institut planovani a rozvoje hlavniho meésta
Prahy (IPR) pfipravou projektu na novy park, ktery by tu mél poté
vzniknout. Zvolili jsme format soutézniho dialogu, ktery se nam osvédcil
i v pfipadé navrhu na revitalizaci Karlova namésti, a ktery umoznuje zapojit
dtlezité aktéry, vést s nimi a se soutézicimi tymy, ktefi pfipravuji svoje
navrhy, dialog o hodnotach, problémech a ocekdvanich a dosahnout tak
vyvazeného a komplexniho feseni.

Jaky park, jaky vefejny prostor, vlastné potfebujeme? Musi byt dobie
napojeny na jadra tradi¢nich ¢tvrti, jako je Liberi a Karlin, mél by s nimi
»souznét” a patfit k nim, patfit i jeho obyvateltim. Obé ctvrti mély v pribéhu

The Flooded Invalides during
the flood in 2002.
Photo Jan Horacek

Zaplavena Invalidovna pii
povodni v roce 2002.
Foto Jan Horacek
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PLACE — THE INFRASTRUCTURE OF MEMORY AND SHARED IDENTITY
STEPAN SPOULA

distancing of the river was physical, as well as psychological, and this new

important public space can once again draw attention to this relationship and
perhaps even save it. The vast and currently not very comprehensible area
of the Rohan and Liben islands needs an infrastructure of memory and widely
understood identity, and in order for that to happen, we must be able to find
proper and sensitive architects (landscape architects) who are able to work
with the vibe of the space, its nature and its people; we must be able to motivate
important actors and inhabitants, so that they might pay attention to the place
and become involved with it. And we must furthermore be able to bring
to life the stories and memories of this peripheral area.

When we speak of new parks, we speak of greenery, foot paths and places
to sit, but even this can and should be done in a manner which brings to life
stories, their meanings and the values which are present in the memory of people,
as well as in their immediate perceptions of a space, in expert and literary
texts, and other artistic works. We can also find them contained in the space
itself, although without having prior knowledge of the space they might
remain hiden to us. These can be found in previous human activity, as well
as in the strata of nature. The fundamental nature can be found in the soil
brought down a golden river which humans then reorganized, while nature
on surface develops as thriving vegetation and as forest-steppe enclaves
which are the result of the abandonment of former uses. It is equally present in
the atmosphere above the river, where one can feel the humidity and coldness
of the water, and through which one can see the surrounding scenery of
Prague and its unchanging hills.

The following texts were created with the knowledge that this place,
which is awaiting a fundamental change, deserves to have a memory. This
was also the objective of the exhibition dedicated to Rohan Island which was
installed there in the Spring and Summer of 2021. The creation of a new park
ought not to be just about the dimensions of paths and other amenities.
Reviving and bringing into play stories and hidden themes is a precondition for
achieving a richer, complex, and generally sustainable solution which
administers well both the material and immaterial values of the place, and which
would constitute future support for local identity.

ROHANSKY OSTROV
Uvod

svého vyvoje jednoznacnou vazbu na feku Vltavu, feka byla soucasti jejich
identity, i kdyz béhem prekotného vyvoje pokazdé trochu jinak. Postupné
vzdalovani feky bylo jak fyzické, tak mentdlni a novy vyznamny vefejny
prostor na jejim bfehu muize tento vztah znovu pfipomenout a zachranit.
Rozsahlé a dnes malo srozumitelné tizemi Rohanského a Liberiského ostrova
pottebuje Infrastrukturu paméti a Siroce pojaté identity, aby se tak mohlo stat,
musime byt schopni najit dobré a citlivé architekty (krajinafské architekty),
ktefi uméji pracovat s naladénim mista, jeho pfirodou i lidmi; musime umét
motivovat dilezité aktéry i obyvatele, aby mistu vénovali pozornost a za-
pojili se. A v neposledni fadé musime byt také schopni ozivit piibéhy
a pamét tohoto opomijeného tizemi.

Kdyz se mluvi o novych parcich, mluvi se o zeleni, pésich cestach a mis-
tech k posezeni, jenze i toto se d4 a mélo délat zptisobem, ktery ozivuje
a pfipomina piibéhy, obsazené vyznamy a hodnoty, které jsou pfitomny v pa-
meéti lidi i v jejich bezprostfednich pocitech z mista, v odbornych i literdrnich
textech a jinych umeéleckych dilech. Najdeme je pak obsazené i v misté
samotném, byt bez znalosti pfibéhti nam ztstavaji skryty. Jsou ve stopach
predeslé lidské ¢innosti, tak ve vrstvach prirody. Jak spodni - pudy, kterou
pfinesla zlatava feka a pfevrstvili lidé, tak pfirody na povrchu, kterd sem
postupné pronika z okoli a rozviji se v podobé bujné vegetace i lesostepnich
enklav v dtsledku zéniku ptivodniho vyuzivéani, pfitomna je i v atmosféie
nad fekou, kde je citit vlhkost a chlad vody a skrze, kterou se rysuji okolni
scenérie Prahy a jejich stale stejnych kopcii.

Nasledujici texty vznikly s védomim, Ze toto misto, které ¢eka zasadni
prerod, si zaslouzi, aby mélo pamét. Bylo to i cilem vystavy vénované
Rohanskému ostrovu a instalované v misté béhem jara a léta 2021. Tvorba
nového parku by neméla byt jen o spravném dimenzovani cest a dalsiho
vybaveni. Ozivovani piibéhti a skrytych témat a jejich ,,zapojeni do hry”, je pak
pfedpokladem, abychom ziskali vrstevnatéjsi, ale téZ po vSech strankach
udrzitelnéjsi feSeni, které dobfe naklada s materidlnimi i nematerialnimi

hodnotami v misté a miize byt budouci oporou sdilené mistni identity.

MISTO — INFRASTRUKTURA PAMETI A SDILENE IDENTITY

StiPAN SPouLA

Rohan Island....
Foto Petr Pokorny

Rohansky ostrov....
Foto Petr Pokorny




Rohan Island, 2014.
Photo archive of the author

Rohansky ostrov, 2014,
Foto archiv autora

/ Below the Ground /
Prague as a Work of the Vltava

Vaclav Cilek

“This landscape is determined by the river,

by its slow arch, its plasticity and the movement

of the terrain. The place itself determines the size

of Prague’s spires. The bay of Naples lacks such

dramatic qualities. All of Prague is contained

in the relationship between the city and the river.”
Vaclav Vilém Stech, 1970

Rivers possess their own main directions. On the Amazon or on the Elbe, it is
a journey against the current. On the Vltava, it is the journey of goods going
from south to north. Only half-empty boats returned in the other direction.
This direction has become deeply rooted at least from the Early Bronze Age,
which is some four thousand years ago. It was mostly salt and copper form
the Alps which passed through here, and later mostly timber from the border
forests of Sumava. The rafts streamed from Prague and further on to Germany,
bearing food, textiles and sometimes construction materials. The Vltava used
to be a romantic river, as its flow connected the forest wilderness of the Sumava
highlands with the coast of the Baltic Sea. People related to it as they do to a Being.
We can still hear echoes of this relationship in Smetana’s symphonic piece
Vitava.

Large schools of salmon used to migrate through Prague, drawing
fishermen from all over the country. The riverbed served as a source of sand
and gravel, and sometimes even gold. The river used to freeze over regularly,
and ice cutters would come and ship the cut ice to taverns, so that the beer
might remain cold and the meat wouldn’t spoil. In the fin de siécle era, the river
received a makeover. It became a navigation channel and became fortified
with high, granite quays. It no longer threatened floods as much, although
these were getting increasingly high, as sand accumulated just beyond
millers” weirs and clogged up the riverbed. Transportation started being
taken over by the railway and the magical character of the Vltava was slowly
fading. People stopped drinking the local water, and instead started using
sources from water pipes, and the soul and body of the multitude receded
from the river. But we know very well that old feelings have a tendency
to return.

Let us begin at the riverbank at the south of Prague. The river flows out
of the canyon near Zbraslav and spills wide among the softer Ordovician
slates until it reaches the Barrandov and Branik cliffs which clench it once
again in firmer limestone. Further up north lies the Ordovician realm with its
complex stratified formations. The river excavates the contours of the Prague
Basin in the softer slate, but when it runs up against hard slate and quartzite
strips it creates cliffs such as VySehrad, the former rocks below Karlovo
square, the promontory of the Prague castle, or Bila skdla near Liben.

The river flows in the softest slate beds just under the Prague castle,
the rock which stands at the very dawn of Czech history. The Letna strata do
not let it flow straight on, and so it curves towards the Liben sill, from where

Praha jako dilo Vltavy

Vaclav Cilek / Pod zemi /

Reky maji své hlavni sméry. Na Amazonce ¢ dolnim Labi je to cesta proti
proudu. Na Vltavé to je cesta zbozi od jihu k severu. Opaénym smérem se
vracely jen poloprazdné lodé. Tento smér je hluboce zazity, a to nejméné od
starSi doby bronzové, tedy néjaké Ctyfi tisice let. Prochdzela tudy siil a méd
z Alp a pozdéji zejména dfevo ze Sumavského pohrani¢niho hvozdu. Z Prahy
dal do Némecka pluly vory a na nich potraviny, latky a nékdy stavebni
kamen. Vltava byvala romanticka feka, protoZe fi¢ni tok spojoval lesni
divodinu vysoké Sumavy s pobtezim Severniho mofe. Lidé se k ni vztahovali
jako k Bytosti. Tuto ozvénu jesté citime ve Smetanové Vitave.

Samotnou Prahou kdysi tdhla pocetna hejna lososti, ktera ldkala rybare
z poloviny Cech. Z ¥i¢niho koryta se téZil pisek a 5térk a jednu dobu dokonce
i zlato. Reka pravidelné zamrzala, takZe na ni nastupovali ledafi a zavazeli
led do hospod, aby pivo bylo studené a maso déle vydrZelo. Na pfelomu
19. a 20. stoleti feka dostala novou tvar. Stala se plavebnim kanalem a obrnila
se vysokymi, zulovymi nabfezimi. Uz tolik nehrozila povodnémi, ale byvaly
stale vySsi a vy38i, protoZe za jezy mlynait se hromadil pisek a ucpaval
koryto. Dopravu zacala piebirat Zeleznice a zdzraény charakter Vltavy se
nenapadné vytracel. Lidé prestali pit mistni vodu a misto toho byli napojeni
na dalkové vodovody. Duse i télo davu se od feky odtahly. Dobfe vime, Ze
davné pocity se vraceji.

Zatnéme na fi¢nim bfehu na jihu Prahy. Reka na Zbraslavi vystoupi
z kanonu a v mékcich ordovickych bfidlicich se rozlije do Sifky. Teprve mezi
Barrandovou a Branickou skdlou ji pevnéjsi vapence opét seviou. Dal na
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The Royal City of Prague with
its Sorroundings.
Photo archive of the author

Kralovské mésto Praha s okolim,
1848, detail.
Foto archiv autora

O této krajiné rozhoduje feka,
jeji pomaly zikrut, plasticnost
a pohyb terénu. Misto samo
urcuje velikost praZskijch vézi.
Neapolsky zdliv nemd tu
dramaticnost. Celd Praha je
obsazena v souvislosti mésta
a feky.

Vaclav Vilém Stech, 1970
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PRAGUE AS A WORK OF THE VLTAVA
VAcLAv CILEK

it again moves west towards today’s Stromovka, forming the Prague
meander. That is a very pronounced structure in the very center of Bohemia,
so pronounced in fact that you see it on the 8rt he map of Czechia. The river
valley of the Prague Basin itself looks like a staircase with eleven river terraces.
These formed during the Ice Ages, when the river shaped and smoothed
the cliff bottom. Its force then subsided, and it moved stones “as big as a loaf
of bread,” as one chronicler notes. The flow became even more weak and brought
with it gravel, sand and clay, which was then again washed away by the next
flood.

Towards the end of the last Ice Age, the river flowed some 8-10 m below
the current level. It burrowed its way into the rock, but then it once again
filled the riverbed as it had so many times before, in accord with the climatic
rhythm between Earth and Sun. A river which flows through a bend must
traverse a longer distance through its meandering. All the waters from
the watershed press upon it, so it increases its flow. A faster flowing river
flows with more force, and so it erodes. Then it reaches a straight flow, slows
down once again and starts sedimenting. The old fords used to be placed
in inflection points about halfway between two meanders. If we drew them
as the letter ‘S, the greatest sedimentation, the best fords, and the most
islands would occur right in the middle, like the horizontal line in the letter ‘Z’.
And that is also the situation of the islands in Karlin and the Trojska basin,
although in Liben, the islands can be found in the formerly rugged, muddy
area at the point of confluence with the Rokytka brook (which today is so small
almost no one knows it even exists).

Islands were made and shifted during floods. They had a gravel core
covered above by sand and mud. They grew vegetation quickly. Sometimes
people used to firm their banks with oak stakes, so that they might better protect
them from future floods. The world is warming, more water is evaporating
and so we can expect even greater floods than those of 2002 and 2013. I think
it was one of the American beatniks who wrote that “the elements are fortunately
fine, 8rt h just us humans who must be careful while we paddle through hell.” That
may have been true in the 1960s, but the elements are now heaving. Floods
can be both great and destructive, but people will increasingly need the river,
as it will be much hotter in the summer. The river might once again become
considered a being and, as is the way of water, will help everything alive only
to again destroy everything so that it can build something new, following
cycles we well know from geological evolution.

If I were to point out the most important thing, it would be the direction
of flow, which has unconsciously been affecting us for thousands of years.
The river is very different going upstream or downstream. The other two
things to keep in mind are the endless transformation of floodplains and the
destructive potential of future floods. And people have once again become
capable of falling in love with a river. After visiting Prague in 1863, the German
writer Wilhelm Raabe wrote: “On other occasions I took refuge under the statue
of John of Nepomuk and, leaning on the parapet of the famous bridge, I watched
the waters of the Vitava for long hours, unable to give my immortal soul a good
reason as to why.”

ROHANSKY OSTROV
Pod zemi

sever jiz lezi kralovstvi ordoviku s jeho sloZitymi souvrstvimi. Reka
v mékkych bfidlicich vyhloubi Prazskou kotlinu, ale pokud narazi na tvrdé
bridli¢né a kfemencové pruhy, vytvori z nich skaly jako je Vysehrad, byvala
skaliska pod Karlovym nameéstim, ostrozna Prazského hradu ci Bila skala
v Libni.

Pod Prazskym hradem, onou skalou pocatku ceskych déjin, feka tece
v téch tplné nejmékcich bridlicich. Letenské vrstvy ji nepusti dal a nasmeéruji
jeji tok az k liberiskému prahu. Od néj se opét odrazi nazpét smérem
k zapadu k dnesni Stromovce a vznikne zde Prazsky meandr. To je tak
vyrazna struktura ve stfedu zemé, Ze ji uvidite i na celkové mapé Cech.
Samotné fi¢ni tdoli v prazské kotliné pfipomina schody tvofené aZ jedenacti
ficnimi terasami. Ty vznikaly hlavné v dobach ledovych, kdy feka otloukala
a zarovnavala skalni dno. Pak se jeji sila zmensSovala a usazovala kameny
veliké jako , pecen chleba”, jak pise kronikaf. Tok dale slabl a s nim pfichazel
Stérk, pisek a jil, ale ten vzala dalsi, tfeba jen mala povoden.

Na sklonku posledni ledové doby feka tekla o 8 az 10 metrt niz.
Zahloubila se do skaly, ale pak vyhloubené koryto — poslusna kosmického
a klimatického rytmu mezi Zemi a Sluncem — opét zanesla jako tolikrat
predtim. Reka, ktera teCe zatdckou, ohybem meandru musi urazit deli trasu.
Tlac¢i na ni vody celého povodi, takZe zrychli sviij tok. Rychleji tekouci feka
ma vyssi unasedi silu, a proto eroduje. Pak dospéje k rovnému toku, opét
zpomali a sedimentuje. Stard brodova mista byvala v inflexnich bodech
zhruba uprostfed mezi dvéma meandry. Kdybychom si je nakreslili jako
pismeno ,S“, tak by nejvétsi sedimentace, nejlepsi brody a nejvic ostrovii
bylo praveé uprostfed v pozici pficné cary nasledujictho symbolu ,Z”. To je
situace ostrovil v Karliné a Trojské kotliné, ale v samotné Libni leZi ostrovy
v kdysi clenité, bahnité oblasti na soutoku s Rokytkou, coz je dnes tak mala
ricka, ze ji skoro nikdo nezna.

Ostrovy vznikaly a ménily se za povodni. Mély Stérkové jadro, nahote
pisek a trochu bahna. Rychle zartstaly vegetaci. Lidé nékdy zpeviovali jejich
bfehy dubovymi kuly, aby je uchranili pred dalSimi povodnémi. Svét se
otepluje, vic vody se odpafi, a tak je mozZné ocekavat jesté vétsi povodné, nez
byly v letech 2002 a 2013. Myslim, Ze to byl jeden z americkych beatnikii,
ktery napsal, Ze ,zZivly jsou nastésti v poradku, jen clovék se musi mit na pozoru,
zatimco vesluje peklem.” To byla pravda v 60. létech, ale dnes se Zivly boufi.
Povodné mohou byt velké a nicivé, a presto lidi budou feku potfebovat stale
vic, protoZe v 1été bude horko. Reka se nejspis opét stane bytosti a jak u je
v povaze vody béZné, bude pomdhat vSemu Zivému a pak v cyklech, jaké
dobfe zname z geologické evoluce, vSe zase nicit, aby mohla vystavét néco
jiného.
ktery nas podvédomé ovliviiuje snad celd tisicileti. Reka po proudu je jina
nez feka proti proudu. DAl to je vécné plynuti, neustalé promeény ficnich niv
anicivost budoucich povodni. A taky lidé opét zacinaji byt schopni se do feky
zamilovat. Némecky spisovatel Wilhelm Raabe po navstévé Prahy v roce
1863 napsal: ,Zas jindy jsem se pod zdstitou svatého Jana Nepomuckého opiel
0 zdbradli na proslulém mosté a dival se po celé hodiny do Vltavy, nemoha své
nesmrtelné dusi udat diivod pro takové pocindni.”

PRAHA JAKO DILO VLTAVY
VAcLav CILEK
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/ Below the Ground /

“In many places a chaotic
agglomeration of houses has
accumulated near the clay pits
and brickwork, and battered old
poplars, patches of vegetable
gardens as sad remnants of old
nature belie the former
physiognomy of Spitdlsko.”
Karel V. Zap, A Guide
to Prague, 1848
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A Journey Across the Spitalské Field

Petr Meduna

Every city had its fields beyond the city walls and ramparts. The ancient
sources called such a field by its Latin name — campus — which also gave
the name to today’s university towns. We most often find fields dedicated
to Mars, where military parades used to také place, such as in Rome,
St. Petersburg and Paris. And Paris furthermore has its fields of Elysium -
the Champs-Elysées. And in second place we mostly find fields dedicated
to hospitals (because, after all, even war games can produce invalids).
Cities such as London, Bfezova na Svitavou and Prague have their own
Spitalfields.

The Spitélské field between the New Town’s Pofi¢ska gate and Liberi
received its name sometime in the 13" — 14 century, based on the hospital
of the Knights of the Cross with the Red Star which resided at the St. Peter’s
church on Pof{éi. The name Spitalské field or Spitélsko came from the founding
of a local hospital near the newly-built church of The Conversion of Paul
the Apostle (1504) which stood near the place of the former Tésnov train station near
Pobfezni street. At the time, Spitalsko was already part of the Prague periphery
with some minor construction development which, by the mid-17* century,
grew into two main streets (Hlavni and Vrbovd) which consisted of almost
50 buildings. An interesting urbanist chapter of the area comes from the 16% century,
when some wooden huts were transferred there from the city as housing for
the homeless.

The development of the construction was slowed down due to two factors:
the first was the fact that in front of the already-mentioned gate it was an access
point to the cities of Prague which used by most armies travelling through
Bohemia. In 1420 it were Sigismund’s crusaders, during the Schmalkaldic
War in 1547 it were Ferdinand I.’s Hussars, and during the Thirty-Year War
(1618-1648) the Swedish army dismantled many of the buildings, and the rest
was mostly torn down in 1653 on the orders of Count Innocent Conti,
the head builder of Prague’s new ramparts. In 1742 it was the French army,
in 1757 the Prussians and a few buildings were left behind — a church
(dismantled 1787, torn down 1861), the new Invalidovna (1731) and the refurbished
tavern Na poslednim feniku. 1817 saw the foundation of Karlin, the first
official Czech suburb, built under the condition that up until about 500 m
from the city ramparts the buildings could be torn down due to strategic
needs. That didn’t help further development (the ramparts near Florenc were
torn down only in 1874). The specter of warfare thus hovered over Spitélsko,
and drew its accompanying myths and legends. For example, during the
Hussite wars, it was the site where Zizka and the City of Prague signed
a contract, and apparently stacked a mound of stones — whoever broke the
agreement would be stoned with them. And according to a Medieval
prophecy, Spitélsko will see the arrival of a hostile army from the north.

The second factor is the flow of the river, both natural and man-made.
The first is dynamic, and has made a mark on the land numerous times in the
past. In 1432 came the floods which left all of Spitalsko under water and, after
the waters subsided, whole cottages and mills were covered by sediment.
It was perhaps after this flood, but certainly mid-16" century at the latest,
that Vltava became separated from Spitalsko by means of a few alluvia which
later became full islands - in part due to direct human intervention —

Cesta pfes Spitalské pole

Petr Meduna / Pod zemi /

Na mnoha mistech hromadi se v chaotickém zmatku nové domy vedle hlinist a cihelen,
a otlucené poldmané topole, zdhonky zelendvskych zahrad co smutné zbytky volné
pFirody pFipominaji nim jesté byvalou fysiognomii nékdejsiho Spitdlska.

Karel V. Zap, Priivodce po Praze, 1848

Kazdé mésto mélo nékde za hradbami své ¢i sva pole. V nékdejsich pra-
menech se takové pole nazyva latinsky campus, odtud stejnoslovné oznaceni
dnesnich univerzitnich méstecek. Nejcastéji nalezneme pole Martova, dobie
se na nich pofadaji vojenské piehlidky, ta maji Rim, Petrohrad a Paiiz.
A PariZ, ta je parddnice, ma jeSté pole Elysejskd, Champs-Elysées. Hned
v zavésu nalezneme pole, patfici Spitalim (protoze i po vojenskych hrach
zlstavaji invalidé). Sva Spitalfields ma Londyn, Bfezovd nad Svitavou
a Praha.

Spitalské pole mezi Pofiéskou branou Nového Mésta a Libni ziskalo svij
nazev uz nékdy ve 13. — 14. stoleti podle Spitdlu kfizovnikli s cervenou
hvézdou u kostela svatého Petra na Po¥i¢i. Nazev Spitalské pole & Spitalsko
se dockal zfizeni nového mistnitho Spitdlu u nové postaveného kostela
Obraceni svatého Pavla (1504), zhruba v mistech byvalého nadrazi Tésnov ¢i
Pobtezni ulice. Tou dobou uZ bylo Spitélsko prazskym predméstim s jakousi
fidkou zastavbou, ktera se rozvinula do poloviny 17. stoleti do dvou ulic
(Hlavni a Vrbova) s téméf piilstovkou domti. Pozoruhodnou urbanistickou
kapitolou tzemi je pocatek 16. stoleti, kdy sem byly premistény z mésta
nevyuzité boudy jako obydli pro tehdejsi bezdomovce.

Rozvoj zastavby brzdily predevsim dva faktory. Tim prvnim byl nastupni
prostor do PraZskych mést pfed zminiovanou branou, nastupni pro vétsinu
armad, které prochazely Cechami. V roce 1420 se na Spitalsku prohanéli

The oldest depiction of Vltava’s
group of islands, around the year
1600. The river here flows right
to left, we can see Stvanice
beyond the weirs and mills with
the ferryman’s 10rt hel0, powder
house and maybe even an arena
10rt he site for drying fishermen’s
nets. The left side shows
the settlement of Bubny with
the church of St. Clement.
The right bank is connected
to Stvanice by a walk-way
(so today’s bridges are not wholly
new after all) and we can see
Rohan Island in the central space
on the right bank, which was still
called Staroméstsky at
the time.

National Archive, The Maps
and Plans collection, inv. No. 471

Nejstarsi vyobrazeni vltavského
souostrovi, kolem roku 1600.
Reka zde tece zprava doleva,
za soustavou jez{i s vraty a mlyny
vidime Stvanici s chalupou
prevoznika, prachovnou
a mozna arénou ¢i susarnou siti.
Na levém bfehu rozezname
osadu Bubny s kostelikem svatého
Klimenta. Pravy bfeh spojuje se
Stvanici lavka (tedy soucasny
projekt pfemosténi neni az takovou
novinkou) a zhruba ve stfedni
Casti pravobieZi je zfetelny Rohansky
ostrov, tehdy nazyvany
Staroméstsky.

Narodni archiv, fond Sbirka map

a plang, inv. ¢. 471
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ROHAN ISLAND
Below the Ground

Karel Postl, A View of the Prague
Invalidovna, ca. 1818,
colored etching, based on work
by Lorenz Jansch
© Creative Commons,
source: Dorotheum

Karel Postl, Pohled na prazskou
Invalidovnu, kolem 1818 barevny
lept, podle Lorenze Janschy,
© Creative Commons,
zdroj Dorotheum.
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A JOURNEY ACROSS THE SPITALSKE FIELD
PETR MEDUNA

and among them an island (1537) called Rohansky. All the way up to the 1930s
Rohan Island was somewhat of a partner of Stvanice, and only the later
regulation of the Vltava made it, for at least a short while, one of the largest
islands — by shifting the river’s bed, it became part of the former Maniny

on the left bank and on its northern tip it became connected to Liben island.
The original riverbed became a brook which was filled in during the
1950s, and the former island became a developer’s dream come true. In
fact, landfills have shaped much of the space, and archeology now finds
mostly modern artefacts, with more ancient ones appearing rarely.

Spitalsko served as a harbor long before the Karlinsky harbor was built
(1822). After the sanctification of St. Paul in 1504, bishop Filip embarked
on a boat trip from there. He made it only to Libeni where, apparently at the
Chateau, he received a “bountiful luncheon.” One hundred years later it was
where miller’s commissions set off on their ships. Their detailed descriptions
of the Vltava and Elbe all the way to Litoméfice examined the river depth,
the islands, weirs, as well as possible effects of floods (the millers’ predictions
came true four hundred years later, in the floods of 2002). The afore-
mentioned bishop’s journey down the river to Liben also confirms another
characteristic feature of Spitélsko — it was not safe to walk or ride through
it. It was a place with the highest crime rate from all of Prague’s environs
(at least according to the contemporary sources) — it was a place of burglary
and murder, with the corpses often ending up in the Vltava.

All of Spitélsko is a strange, dynamic area. On the one side, Prague’s
Florence (there really is a connection there with the Italian city), and on the other
lies the Liben chateau. River and hill, and between them no-man’s land.

ROHANSKY OSTROV
Pod zemi

Zikmundovi kfizaci, za $Smalkaldské valky 1547 husafi Ferdinanda I. a za
tficetileté valky (1618-1648) Svédska armada rozebrala vétSinu staveb, zbytek
byl azZ na vyjimky strzen po roce 1653 z rozkazu hrabéte Inocentia Contiho,
vrchniho stavitele nového prazského opevnéni. V roce 1742 zde pusobili
Francouzi, v roce 1757 Prusové a ze zbytkl zastavby tak zistalo nékolik
budov - kostel (zrusen 1787, zbouran 1861), nova Invalidovna (1731)
a znovuobnoveny zajezdni hostinec Na poslednim feniku. V roce 1817
byl zaloZen Karlin, prvni oficiadlni prazské predmésti, ovSsem s pravidlem,
ze 300 sahtd (cca 500 metrtt) od méstského opevnéni mutize byt zastavba
ze strategickych diivodii odstranéna. Ani to tedy rozvoji zastavby piilis
nepomohlo (opevnéni u Florence bylo zbourano teprve v roce 1874). Nad
Spitalskem se tedy stale vznasel jakysi vojensky ptizrak, umoctiovany
povéstmi a myty — za husitskych valek zde byla pry uzaviena smlouva mezi
Zizkou a prazany a pfitom navrena hromada kament. Kdo smlouvu
nedodrzi, bude onim kamenim ukamenovan. A podle sttedovékého proroctvi
se pry nékdy v nejisté dobé na Spitalsku zjevi jakasi nepfatelska severni
armada.

Druhym faktorem je tok feky, at uz pfirodni, ¢i ¢lovékem fizeny.
Ten prvni, proménlivy, se do izemi zapsal nékolikrat. V roce 1432 povodni,
pfi niZ celé Spitalsko bylo pod vodou a po opadnuti bylo pokryto nanosy, pry
i celymi chalupy a mlyny. Snad po této povodni, nejpozdéji vSak v poloviné
16. stoleti, oddélila Vltava od Spitalska i nékolik naplavti, z nichz se asem
vyvinuly — dilem i lidskou ¢innosti — ostrovy, mezi nimi i ostrov (1537),
pozdéji nazvany Rohansky. Az do 30. let 20. stoleti byl Rohansky ostrov
jakymsi o néco vétsim souputnikem Stvanice, teprve regulace Vltavy z néj
nasledné udélala jeden z nejvétsich ostrovii, byt docasné — pfeloZenim koryta
feky se jeho soucasti staly ptivodné levobfezni Maniny a na severnim konci
byl spojen s ostrovem Libeniskym. Z ptvodniho fi¢niho koryta se stala
strouha, ktera byla v 50. letech minulého stoleti zavezena a z ostrova se stalo
budouci developerské rejdisté. Ostatné navazkami je cely prostor
charakteristicky, archeologie zachycuje v soucasnosti predevsim obdobi
novovéku a starsi obdobi jsou zachycovana pouze ojedinéle.

Ze Spitalska se vyplouvalo davno predtim, nez vznikl Karlinsky pfistav
(1822). V roce 1504 se po vysvéceni kostela sv. Pavla odtud na lodi vydal
biskup Filip. Doplul pouze do Libné, kde ho - zfejmé na zamku - cekal
,hojny obéd”. O sto let pozdéji odsud vyjizdély komise mlynait. Jejich
podrobné popisy Vltavy a Labe az k Litoméficim sleduji hloubku feky,
ostrovy, jezy, a navic i moZzné ucinky povodné (pfedpovédi mlynafa se
potvrdily po Ctyfech stoletich, za tisicileté vody v roce 2002). Zminovana
biskupova cesta po vodé do Libné ziejmé potvrzuje dalsi charakteristicky rys
Spitalska — nebylo bezpe¢né pres néj chodit ¢ jezdit. Slo o prostor s nejvétsi
kriminalitou v okoli tehdejsi Prahy (alespon v dobovych pramenech), loupilo
se zde, vrazdilo a obéti casto koncily ve Vltavé.

Celé Spitalsko je tedy podivnym, proménlivym tizemim. Na jedné strané
prazska Florencie (skutetné to ma spojitost), na strané druhé Libensky
zdmek. Reka a kopec. Mezi nimi , izemi nikoho”.

CESTA PRES SPITALSKE POLE
PETR MEDUNA

15



/ On the Ground /

Coney is the logical choice for
Manhattan's resort: the nearest
zone of virgin nature that can
counteract the enervations
of urban civilization. A resort
implies the presence, not too far
away, of a reservoir of people
existing under conditions
that require them to escape
occasionally to recover their
equilibrium.
Rem Koolhaas, Delirious
New York: A Retroactive
Manifesto for Manhattan
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Architecture, Urbanism and Islands

Cyril Riha

Architecture is a discipline which is mostly preoccupied with space. In most
cases, we understand that it consists of constructing permanent 3D objects
(compare with Vitruvius’ firmitas), so its static characteristics are key.
Urbanism is also interested in relations within space, although at a grander
scale. And it places its main emphasis on the creation of so-called stabilized
zones. That is the case mostly of “the mainland”. On the other hand, urban
islands are places with a particular dynamic; these are places in the city
where, apart from space, it is also time which plays a central role. In this
sense, islands present a unique challenge to architecture and urbanism.

Island dynamics are double. On the one hand, islands are very dynamic
due to the proximity of the water element — they grow and disappear,
changing both shape and place. They become peninsulas which cling to land,
so that they might tear away from it another day... Their precarious existence
is often determined rather administratively. But they are certainly spaces which
are more intense that other city zones, and which are influenced by the rhythms
of nature, both long-term (climate), as well as seasonal (weather — floods).
This also applies to the area of the Rohan Island, which is part of a larger
group of islands on the river Vltava stretching from Stvanice to Libeti island,
which used to be called Greater Venice (as opposed to Little Venice at Prague’s
Kampa). It is an area with a dynamic history, largely formed by water.
These are places which are difficult to build up permanently, and which in
this sense remain wild.

The dynamics thus not only have to do with their form, but also with their
inner content. In accord with their (naturally dynamic) nature, islands rather
concentrate functions which are temporally limited or variable, often those which
serve as a form of “exhaust” for what the mainland cannot accommodate.
Stvanice gets its name from hunting game, meaning an activity which links
nature with celebration or excessive entertainment — that means something
which, due to its unbridled spontaneity, exceeded the urban plan. Rohan
Island as a dump for storing excess rubble then constitutes a different aspect
of the city, or its negative.

It is not necessary nor accurate to consider the mainland and islands
as direct opposites, as something which cannot co-exist. Rather, they might
be different, but are mutually complementary within the city. It is thus
better to consider them as reciprocal and in mutual balance: stability and
dynamism, plan and spontaneity, the normal and the festive, the conscious
and the unconscious...

This does not mean that they constitute order and chaos, in opposition
to one another. Even islands have their own particular character, their forms
and rules of conduct. Although, at least without a change in attitude and in
contrast to the mainland, they might seem as unpredictable, random or irrational.
But in fact, these are two mutually non-reducible and complementary forms
of order.

A nice example of this mutuality can be found in Rem Koolhaas’
work Delirious New York, where he compares Manhattan and Coney Island.

Architektura, urbanismus a ostrovy

Cyril Riha

/ Na zemi /

Architektura je disciplina, kterd se pfevazné zabyva prostorem. Ve vétsiné
piipadti je chapana jako stavéni trvalych 3D objektt (srov. Vitruviova
firmitas) — klicové jsou tedy jeji statické vlastnosti. Urbanismus se rovnéz
zabyva zejména vztahy v prostoru, byt ve vétsim méfitku. A hlavni diiraz
klade na vznik tzv. stabilizovanych tzemi. Takova je situace zejména na
~pevniné”. Naproti tomu urbanni ostrovy jsou uzemi se specifickou
dynamikou; jsou to mista ve mésté, kde kromé prostoru hraje zasadni roli
i ¢as. V tomto ohledu piedstavuji ostrovy pro architekturu a urbanismus
jedinecnou vyzvu.

Ostrovni dynamika je dvoji. Jednak ostrovy samy jsou diky zivlu vody
mista navysost proménliva. Vznikaji a zanikaji, méni tvar a polohu. Stavaji se
poloostrovy ¢i pfimykaji se k pevniné, aby se od ni jindy zase oddélovaly...
Jejich prekérni existence je casto dana spiSe administrativné. Kazdopadné jde
o prostory, které jsou intenzivnéji nez jina méstska tzemi ovliviiovany
pfirodou a jejimi casovymi cykly. Jak dlouhodobé&jsimi (klima), tak i se-
zoénnimi zménami (pocasi — zaplavy). To plati i pro oblast Rohanského
ostrova, patfici do irsi skupiny ostrovii na Vltavé od Stvanice po Libenisky
ostrov, jiz se prezdivalo Velké Benatky (oproti tzv. Malym Benatkdm -
Kampé). Uzemi s dynamickou histori, kterou formovala voda. Mista obtizné
trvale zastavitelna a z tohoto tthlu pohledu divoka.

Dynamika se tak tyka nejen jejich formy, ale i jejich vnitiniho obsahu
(napln€). Ostrovy v souladu se svou (pfirodni dynamickou) povahou v sobé
koncentruji spiSe funkce casové proménlivé ¢i omezené. Zaroven casto
takové, které ,ventiluji” to, co by na pevniné spise byt nemélo. Stvanice ma
svlj nazev od Stvani zvéTe, tedy aktivity spojujici v sobé pfirodu a slavnost ¢i
excesivni zabavu. Tedy néco, co se svou nespoutanou spontaneitou vymyka
urbannimu planu. Rohansky ostrov jako ulozisté zemniho ,odpadu”
(vysypky) pak predstavuje jiny typ ,rubu” mésta, jeho negativ.

Coney Island a jeho , parky”.
John G. Mark, Bird's eye view
Coney Island, 1906.

Coney Island and its “parks.”
John G. Mark, Bird's eye view
Coney Island, 1906.

© Library of Congress Geography
and Map Division Washington, D.C.

Coney Island je vybrdn jako
rekreacni misto pro obyvatele
Manhattanu logicky: jako
nejblizsi zona panenské ptirody,
kterd miiZe piisobit jako
protiviha vycerpdvajici méstské
civilizace. Rekreacni misto zase
vyzaduje nepfilis vzddlenou
pritomnost zdsobdrny lidi,
Zijicich v podminkdch, které je
nuti prileZitostné uniknout,
aby obnovili rovnovdhu.
Rem Koolhaas,
Trestici New York.
Retroaktivni manifest pro
Manhattan
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ROHAN ISLAND
On the Ground

Rohan Island, the sculptures by
Zdenék Némecek
Foto Jan Horacek

Rohansky ostrov, sochy Zderka
Némecka Foto Jan Horacek
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ARCHITECTURE, URBANISM AND ISLANDS
CYRIL RiHA

The grid is balanced by “virgin nature” or - since it has long become
developed — rather a civilizational wilderness, both in the successively
growing brush and in the sense of independent civil activities. One cannot
exist without the other. An island of recreation needs nearby residents.
And the residents need an open space where people are able to relax. Both
are essential for the life of the city.

The challenge for architecture and urbanism is to include in the Rohan
Island mutually interrelated features which are common to urban islands:
a) dynamism, b) a sense of temporality and temporariness, c) contact with
nature, and finally d) open space for spontaneous development. This also
means at least shifting the basic disciplinary approach from that of “top-down”
project development towards a more “bottom-up” approach. If this succeeds,
the Rohan Island might be a space where sets of housing developments are
complemented by a “park”.

ROHANSKY OSTROV
Na zemi

Pevninu a ostrovy neni nutné ani dobré brat jako vylucny protiklad, jako
néco, co nemiiZe existovat dohromady. NybrZ pravé naopak jako néco, co je
sice odlisné, ale co se ve mésté navzajem potfebuje. Adekvainéjsi nez o opo-
zici je tak mluvit o komplementarité, doplnovani a vzdjemném vyvazovani:
stability a dynamiky, planu a spontaneity, kazdodennosti a slavnosti, védomi
a podvédomi...

Nestoji tu ale proti sobé nutné fad a chaos. I ostrovy maji sviij charakter,
své formy a pravidla chovani, byt se bez zmény pfistupu museji na prvni
pohled z pevniny jevit jako nepfedvidatelnost, ndhoda ¢i iracionalita. Ve sku-
tecnosti jde vSak o dvé na sebe neredukovatelné, ale navzajem se doplnujici
podoby radu.

Hezky pfiklad této vzajemnosti ukazuje Rem Koolhaas ve svém Tresticim
New Yorku na dvojici Manhattan a Coney Island. Plan mfizky je vyvazovan
»panenskou” pfirodou nebo — kdyZ ta je jiZ nenavratné minulosti — spise
civiliza¢ni divocinou, at v podobé sukcesivné bujiciho kiovi ¢i samovolnych
obcanskych aktivit. Jedno bez druhého nemftize byt. Ostrov rekreace potfte-
buje ve své blizkosti zastavbu s lidmi. A zastavba zase potfebuje volny
prostor, ve kterém si lidé mohou vydechnout. Oboje je pro zivot meésta
dulezité.

Vyzvou pro architekturu a urbanismus je tak do prostoru Rohanského
ostrova zaclenit vzdjemné provazané prvky, které jsou vlastni urbannim
ostroviim: (a) dynamiku, (b) horizont ¢asu a docasnosti, (c) kontakt s pfi-
rodou a konecné (d) volnost pro spontanni rozvoj. To ale zaroven znamena

alesport mirné posunout sviij zdkladni disciplindrni pfistup ,top-down”
projektovani a planovani smérem k uvazovani vice ,bottom-up”. Pokud se to
povede, mohly by se na Rohanském ostrové hezky dopliiovat a vyvazovat
soubory domti a ,park”.

ARCHITEKTURA, URBANISMUS A OSTROVY
CYRIL RiHA

Vltava near the Rohan Island.
Photo Jan Horacek

Vltava u Rohanského ostrova.
Foto Jan Horacek
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/ On the Ground /

Figure:

Vegetation of Rohan Island.
Environmental analysis

for a gradient of culture,
nature and ruderality;

The island’s original vegetation
(blue), the encroaching city
vegetation (orange).

The diameter of the circles
denotes an estimate of general
volume.

Bold are the most numerous
species of the given category.
Categories which are not

represented are struck-through.

The Rohan Island(s)

Jifi Sadlo

We can consider it an island in both the historical sense and in the sense of being
an isolated internal periphery of Prague. And it is a group of islands in the historical
sense, as well as in the sense that they bring together into close proximity
very disparate types of spaces, vegetation and people. It also constitutes
the river’s floodplain spreading just under the steep hill. The corner of Prague’s
east-end.

East End Ends Here

The metropolitan zoning plan of Prague originally envisioned a rather circular
approach to its zoning: a dense city —its green frame — the periphery. This would
minimize the contact of the city and its environs, and separate the periphery
from the inner city. But how can we speak of a green belt, when the city is in fact
in the center of radially running streams, mountain ridges and communications?
It is the other way around. For Prague, it is very characteristic that strips
of corridors of the outside periphery and natural Prague wind and reach their
way all the way into the center. Rohan Island is a typical example of this,
in contrast to the neighboring Karlin.

Karlin - the built up neighborhood

A dense cityscape, wholly emblematic of human culture, ie. culturally-
economic phenomena and processes, nothing else having any place here. Even
the parks here are a wholly cultured, non-natural phenomenon. Colonization
projects since the Baroque: Invalidovna, Karlin Barracks, suburbs, office space,
communications. The buildings are spacious, dignified and flow like the river.
And are also dumb, pitiless, impersonal, haughty. The spatial and functional

Cultivated individuals of non-native species: Platanus x acerifolia, Sophora japonica

Cultivated growth: Panicum virgatum, Calamagrostis x
acutiflora, Pennisetum alopecuroides, Symphoricarpos

orbicularis

Postcultural and non-native species: Populus alba, Acer
saccharinum, Forsythia x intermedia

Non-native species spontaneously growing in maintained

Cultivated individuals of native species: Acer campestre,
Fraxinus excesior

semi-cultured vegetation: Populus x canadensis, :

Robinia pseudacacia, Lycium barbarum

Intentionally imported species in ruderal vegetation, often
neophytes: Populus x canadensis, Robinia
pseudoacacia, Ailanthus altissima, Solidago
canadensis, Clematis vitalba, Prunus mahaleb, P.
cerasifera, Reynoutria x bohemica, Tanacetum vulgare,
Symphyotrichum novi-belgii, Arrhenatherum elatius

Non-native ruderal species specialized for young,
open biotopes: Atriplex sagittata, Erigeron

annuus, Melilotus officinalis

greenhouse-weeds vulgaris

Native ruderal generalists: Calamagrostis

Native ruderal species specialized on young,
open biotopes: Chenopodium album, Artemisia

|

ative species of disturbed near-natural habitats. Rubus
caesius, Rubus fruticosus

epigeios, Sambucus nigra, Urtica dioica,  Native'species of middle ecological valences — semi-ruderal and tolerant of natural

Glechoma hederacea, Geum urbanum
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Fraxinus excelsior, Rosa canina, Ulmus laevis, Swida sanguinea, Lolium
perrene, Poa pratensis, Achillea millefolium

conditions, under the subtle, occasional or random management of Acer platanoides,

Péstovani jedinci neplivodnich druhi: Platanus x acerifolia, Sophora japonica

Péstované porosty: Panicum virgatum, Calamagrostis x
acutiflora, Pennisetum alopecuroides, Symphoricarpos
orbicularis.

Péstovani jedinci ptivodnich druhti. Acer campestre,
Fraxinus excesior

Postkulturni neplvodni druhy: Populus alba, Acer saccharinum,
Forsythia x intermedia.

Nepuvodni druhy spontanné rostouci v udrzované
polokulturni vegetaci. Populus x canadensis, Robinia
pseudacacia, Lycium barbarum,

Zamérné zavlecené druhy v ruderalni vegetaci, ¢asto
neofyty. Populus x canadensis, Robinia pseudoacacia,
Ailanthus altissima, Solidago canadensis, Clematis
vitalba, Prunus mahaleb, P. cerasifera, Reynoutria x
bohemica, Tanacetum vulgare, Symphyotrichum novi-belgii,
Arrhenatherum elatius

Nepuvodni ruderalni druhy specializované na
mladé otevfené biotopy. Atriplex sagittata,
Erigeron annuus, Melilotus officinalis.

Plvodni ruderalni druhy specializované na

antropogennichbiotopt; ~ Mladé oteviené biotopy. Chenopodium album,
napi—sklenikevéplevele.  Artemisia vulgaris

Plvodni ruderalni generalisti. Calamagrostis

Rubus caesius, Rubus fruticosus

(vodni druhy disturbdovanych stanovist blizkych pfirodé.

epigeios, Sambucus nigra, Urtica dioica, Pavodni druhy stfednich ekologickych valenci — poloruderélni a tolerujici i prirodni

Glechoma hederacea, Geum urbanum. podminky, pod slabym, narazovym nebo bezdé&nym managementem. Acer

platanoides, Fraxinus excelsior, Rosa canina, Umus laevis, Swida sanguinea,

Lolium perrene, Poa pratensis, Achillea millefolium

Rohanské souostrovi

Obrazek:

Vegetace Rohanského ostrova.
Environmentalni analyza
na gradientu kulturnosti,
pfirodnosti a ruderality.

Jiti Sadlo

/ Na zemi /

Modfe znacena ptavodnéjsi
vegetace ostrova, oranzove
pronikajici vegetace mésta.
Velikost kruhti udava odhad
plosného zastoupeni.

Tucné vyznadeny nejhojnéjsi
druhy jednotlivych kategorii.
Preskrtnuté jsou kategorie zde
nezastoupené.

Ostrov je to ve smyslu historickém i ve smyslu izolované vnitini periferie
Prahy. Souostrovi ve smyslu historickém i ve smyslu blizkosti velmi odlis-
nych typt mist, vegetace a lidi. Také je to plocha niva feky pod strmym
kopcem. Cip prazského east-endu.

East end konci tady.

Metropolitni plan Prahy si pfedstavoval spi$ kruhovou zonaci: husté mésto —
jeho zeleny ram - periferie. To by minimalizovalo kontakt mésta a okoli,
oddélilo by to periferii od vnitfniho mésta. Jenze jakypak zeleny pas, kdyz
do mésta jdou radidlné potoky, hibety kopcti a komunikace? Je to opacné.
Pro Prahu je pfiznacné, ze az do centra sahaji prsty té vnéjsi periferni
a pfirodni Prahy. Rohansky ostrov je typicky pfiklad, v kontrastu se sou-
sednim Karlinem.

Karlin - ¢ast se zastavbou.

Husté mésto zcela ve znamenti lidské kultury, tj. kulturné-ekonomickych jevii
a procest, nic jiného zde nema misto. I parky jsou zde zcela kulturni,
nepfirodni jev. Koloniza¢ni projekty od baroka: invalidovna, kasdrna,
tovarny, sidlisté, kancelaiské budovy, komunikace. Budovy velkorysé,
noblesni a plynouci jako feka. A také tupé, nelitostné, neosobni, povysenecké.
Tvarovou a funkcni strategii je zajistit trvalou kulturnost vefejného
a soukromého prostoru pomoci nahlé anexe, uplné konverze a stalé
kolonizace. Phallanx strategy: struktury mésta jsou trvalé, silné, ale narocné
na udrZbu a po poruSeni nestabilni. Aditivita: mésto roste novymi objekty
tam, kde je dosud misto, nedba se na kontext. Objekty sméle rusi dosavadni
kontexty a novy kontext si pak samy vytvori nasilim; jeho malou soucasti je
i ozelenéni okoli. Ruderalita, pfiroda a vagnost jsou pak minimalni a nutné
jsou citény jako chyby v zaméru.
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On the Ground JIRT SADLO
Unoccupied urban wilderness without E Brownfields and disappearing industrial areas in
maintenance and owner, hard-to- i formal possession, but unkempt and recolonized
access \ mostly by socially marginalized subcultures
Unkempt urban nature, new wilderness freely V\F ue
accessible to all and generally usable 8

Recolonized urban wilderness with
occasional maintenance, used as a pad
deregulated recreational zone

A regular public city park with regular

management, the PFistav cultural center
‘ { 2 7

Large streets, metro stations

Streets, sidewalks, publicly accessible inner courtyards
with representative park treatment, frequented bike

4

A\

\
I\

Unkempt parts of city forests, cemeteries and
/ parks in possession of the municipality

VoS

. Transparent and representational part of the paid gardens, as
well as hotel and restaurant verandas

Lessmaintainedparts-of-gardens-with-cover

Private gardens, guarded company premises

trails Entrance part of private areas, businesses, stores,
' Small-or-dead-end-stree Ko and paid gardens
City forests, forest parks and maintained semi-ruderal
) habitats under the municipality’s administration,
COMMURY-garacns; g OTORIES; intended for wide public use. Maintained publicly-
cemeteries accessible village landscape
Figure: strateqy consists in ensuring a lasting cultural identity of the public and private

Vegetation of Rohan Island.

Social analysis on a gradient
of public, private and vague
space.

The island’s original vegetation
(blue), the encroaching city
vegetation (orange).

The diameter of the circles
denotes an estimate of general
volume.

Bold are the most numerous
species of the given category.
Categories which are not
represented are struck-through.

22

space by means of sudden annexation, total conversion and constant
colonization. The Phallanx strategy: the city structures are constant, strong,
and simple to maintain, but unstable once disrupted. Additivity: the city grows
new structures where there is space, its context irrelevant. The structures
boldly disrupt previous contexts and force new ones; a small aspect of this
can also be found in the surroundings. Ruderality, nature, and vagueness are
minimal and are fundamentally perceived as errors in the plan.

Rohan Island
One option is to consider it merely as a location where the whole force of the city
has not yet been properly exercised. This would eventually lead to a standard
colonization scenario. However, in order for us to understand the area better,
it would be well advised to use two trinities of concepts. The biological
description: culturality — naturalness — ruderality of biotas and habitats (e.g. a rose
in a garden patch vs. a wild rose in nature vs. an acacia tree growing from
a ruined building). Social description: public space — private — vague, informal
or deregulated. Here’s to good old familiar reality ceasing to be so familiar!
Usually, these are hybrid spaces, with a traditionally high level of ruderality
and vagueness. Guerilla strategy: everything is contextual, plastic and in a state
of flux, both in space and time. Culture is here expressed by, for example,
the bike trail, golf, cyclocross, the Metrostav industrial compound, the cultural
area Pristav 186 00, river regulation, contemporary management of meadow
vegetation, planting of certain trees. Nature is present in spontaneous vegetal
processes akin to those of a floodplain forest, although it is not present
so much in the biota (from the original vegetation of nettles, elms, dogwood,
blackberries and meadow grass). The rural landscape disappeared one hundred
tifty years ago, the natural forest was lost about 1200 CE, and even then it was
not present on large swathes of the area due to human activity and the ceaseless
flux of islands and meanders. Ruderality lies in the substrate (anthropogenic

ROHANSKY OSTROV ROHANSKE SOUOSTROVI
Na zemi JIRi SADLO

Rohansky ostrov.
Jedna moZnost je chapat ho jen jako tuzemi, kde se jeSté sila mésta
nedostatecné prosadila. To by ¢asem vedlo jen k obvyklému koloniza¢nimu
scénari. AvSak abychom tizemi porozuméli 1épe, bude vhodné uvazovat dvé
trojice pojmt. Biologicky popis: kulturnost — pfirodnost — ruderalita bioty
a habitattl (napf. rtize na zahonu vs. plana kytka na louce vs. akat v ruiné
budovy). Socialni popis: prostor vefejny — soukromy — vagni ¢ili neformalni
Cili deregulovany. Af stard znama realita pfestane byt stard a znama!
Vétsinou tu jde o prostor hybridni, a to s velkym a tradicnim podilem
ruderalnosti a vagnosti. Guerilla strategy: vse je kontextualni, plastické
a proménlivé, v prostoru i ¢ase. Kulturnost zde vyjadfuji napt. cyklostezka,
golf, cyklokros, primyslovy aredl Metrostav, kulturni areal Pfistav 186 00,
regulace feky, dnesni management lucni vegetace, vysadby nekterych stromi.
Pfirodnost je obsaZena ve spontannich vegetacnich procesech blizkych
prostredi luzniho lesa, kdezto v bioté je zastoupena malo (z ptivodni vegetace
kopfivy, jilmy, svida, ostruziny a lucni travy). Venkovska pfiroda totiz zmizela

sto padesat let nazpét, pfirozeny les tady neni od ca 1200 a na velkych plochach Obrazek:

Vegetace Rohanského ostrova.
Socidlni analyza na gradientu
Ruderalita je v substratu (antropogenni ptudy, navazky, rozsahlé destrukce vefejného, soukromého

a vagniho prostoru.

nebyl nikdy, blokovan lidskou aktivitou a neustalou tvorbou ostrovii a ramen.

betonovanych povrchi), ve flofe (vétSina jsou neptivodni druhy, z dfevin

kanadsky topol, akat, pajasan, plamének plotni), ve vegetaci (zcela pfevazuji Modjie znacena ptivodngjsi
spontanni sukcesni stadia od plevelovych porostli po urbanni savany vegetace ostrova, oranZové

. [ " . , pronikajici vegetace mésta.
a naletové lesy) a v managementu (vétSina plochy je postkulturni a bez sou- Velikost kruhti udava odhad
stavné udrzby). Soukromy prostor je omezen na uzavieny pramyslovy areal. plosného zastoupeni.

Tucné vyznaceny nejhojnéjsi

Prevazuje vefejny prostor od formalniho (cyklostezka) pfes rfiznou miru druhy jednotlivjch kategorii,

deregulace (vétSina plochy je vefejno-vagni) az po plné vagni ¢i soukromo- Pieskrtnuté jsou kategorie zde
vagni mista obydlend bezdomov¢i subkulturou. nezastoupene.

Brownfieldy a zanikajici primyslové araly, pod
formalnim vlastnictvim, ale neudrzované a
rekolonizované zejména socialné slabymi
subkulturami

Neosidlena méstska divocina bez
udrzby a vlastnika, obtizné pfistupna

NeudrZovana méstska pfiroda, nova divocina
v§em volné pfistupna a bézné vyuzitelna

| vagni

o

\

Rekolonizovana méstska divocina s
obc&asnou udrzbou, uzivané jako

Castecné deregulovany rekreacni prostor Neudrzované ¢asti méstskych lesu, hibitov a

park(l v majetku mésta
s Soukromé zahrady, stfeZené arealy firem
. Transparentni a reprezentativni ¢asti zahrad se vstupnym,

hotelové a restauraéni zahrady

Bé&zny vefejny méstsky park s pravidelnym

managementem, kulturni centrum Pfistav
‘ o . 7
Vozovky velkych ulic, stanice metra
< 'l

Méstské lesy, lesoparky a udrZzované poloruderalni
habitaty pod sprdvou mésta, uréené pro Siroké vefejné
Komunitni-zahrady,zahrad vyuziti. UdrZovana vefejné pfistupna venkovska

kelenie-hibitovy krajina.

Mé -
chrénéna-tzemi:

Ulice, chodniky, vefejné pfistupné vnitrobloky s
reprezentativni parkovou Upravou, frekventované
cyklostezky,

Vstupni partie soukromych arealt, podniku, obchod,
zahrad se vstupnym
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THE ROHAN ISLAND(S)
JIRT SADLO

soils, dumps, widespread destruction of concrete surfaces), the flora (most are
non-native species, including Canadian poplar, acacia, Tree of Heaven,
Old Man’s Beard), the vegetation (spontaneous, successive stadia, from weed
undergrowth to urban savannahs and non-native forest) and management
(most of the space is post-cultural and without consistent maintenance).
Private space is limited to a closed-off industrial area. Public space predominates
over formal space (bike trail) through various levels of deregulation (most
spaces are public-vague) or wholly vague or private-vague spaces inhabited
by the homeless subculture.

Maniny

Maniny is the old name of this entire island area which used to stretch
on both sides of the river. It means an impassable, vaguely defined, randomly
changing area. It is constituted by a traditional, deeply rooted, constitutive role
of chaotic processes with an inherently uncertain localization, force and impacts.
In the past, this was dominated by the river’s dynamic of erosion and accumulation.
And today, they show new substrates and successions, new non-native species
and interspecies competition in succession, contrasts in the overlapping
of subcultures.

Ruderality and vagueness are values and provide opportunity for this space;
they are not errors in the masterplan of its realization. If we attempt to exorcise
them instead of carefully cultivating them, in time they will once again
return. But then, it will be in a highly unsavory manner. From the clean chaos
of the environment to the dirty chaos within us.

What people?

Finally, we get to the main topic. There are two groups of people
characteristic of Rohan Island. One of these groups are the aforementioned
homeless in the bushes and ruins, their age composition largely unstudied.
Currently, it is an untenable subculture. And then there are younger people
of the higher middle class, usually outside of the homeless sectors, with an increased
presence on the bike trail, which simultaneously serves as a promenade.
A central and visible subculture can be termed as yuppie, hipster, bobo, often
parents with children. But there is also a marked absence of old people,
seniors, partying teenagers, as well as the lower and middle classes; which
are all the usual constitutive groups of analogous terrains of forest parks
or recolonized new wild areas all across Prague. As per the Neutralism of both
subcultures: with a bit of cynicism, we can say that riding along the bike trail
is a bit of a safari with a good view on the homeless population. This all plays
into the possibility to stabilize and cultivate the space. The traditional solution
would be a standard modern park which would be safe, predictable and ugly,
much like parks we can see all around Europe. The alternative is to respect the local
polarities, only to loosen them through the creation of esthetically, socially and
functionally coherent urban nature. Most of the space consists of a new
wilderness regularly adapted to habitation and largely liberal use. Activities
needn’t only be selected (much like machines in a fitness gym) but can also
be invented. This shifts the usual construction of a paradise for adaptive
consumers towards a living locale, which encourages people towards having
an active relationship to their world. Still, we have good reason to fear that
the most stupid option will prevail, largely because it is expensive, seemingly
modern and hygienic.

ROHANSKY OSTROV
Na zemi

Maniny.
Staré jméno celé ostrovni oblasti na obou
biezich feky. Znamena to neschtidné,
nejasné vymezené, nahodné proménlivé
tzemi. Utvari ho tradi¢ni, hluboce zakot-
vend, konstituujici role chaotickych pro-
cesti, s pfedem neodhadnutelnou lokali-
zaci, silou a nasledky. Dfiv vladla erozné-
akumula¢ni dynamika feky. A dnes nové
substraty a sukcese na nich, nové nepu-
vodni druhy a mezidruhovd kompetice
v sukcesi, kontrasty a prolinani subkultur.
Ruderalita a vagnost jsou hodnoty
a prilezitosti tohoto tizemi, ne chyby
v masterplanu a jeho realizaci. Kdyz se
pokusime vyhnat je, misto abychom je
opatrné kultivovali, Casem se stejné pro-
sadi. Ale pak uz v extrémné nepfijemné
podobé. Z cistého chaosu v prostredi
$pinavy chaos v nas.

Jaci lidé?

Konec¢né to hlavni. Dvé skupiny lidi jsou pfiznacné pro Rohansky ostrov.
Jednak uz zminéni bezdomovci v kfovinach a na zbofenistich, vékova
skladba blize nezkoumadna. V soucasné podobé neudrzitelna subkultura.
A jednak mladsi lidé vyssi stfedni vrstvy v celém aredlu, vétSinou mimo
bezdomovecké ¢asti, s vyraznym centrem vyskytu na cyklostezce, ktera je
i korzem. Podstatnou a napadnou cast uzivateli tvoii typy yuppie, hipster,
bobo, casto jsou to rodice s détmi. Téméf tu ale nejsou starsi lidé, diichodci,
party teenager(i ani vrstva nizka vrstva ¢i nizsi stfedni; to vSe jsou naopak
skupiny zasadni v analogickych terénech lesoparki ¢i rekolonizovanych
novych divocin vSude v Praze. Neutralismus obou subkultur: s trochou
cynismu je jizda po cyklostezce safari s vyhledem na bezdomovce.

To vSe samoziejmé nahrava moznostem soucasny stav néjak stabilizovat
a kultivovat. Tradi¢ni feSeni je standardni moderni park, ktery je bezpecny,
predvidatelny a hnusny jako vsude v Evropé. Alternativou je respektovat
zdejsi polarity, jen je rozvolnit za vzniku esteticky, socialné a funkcné
koherentni méstské prirody. Vétsina plochy je nova divocina pribézné
adaptovana k pobytu a dosti svobodnému vyuziti. Aktivity se zde nemusi jen
volit (jako stroje ve fitku), ale lze je i vynalézat. Tim se od obvyklych
konstrukci rdje pro pfizplisobivé konzumenty posouvame k Zivé lokalité,
vychovavajici k aktivnimu konstruktivnimu vztahu ke svétu. Presto se lze
obavat, Ze se stejné nakonec prosadi ta nehloupéjsi varianta jen proto, Ze je
draha a zdanlivé moderni a hygienicka.

ROHANSKE SOUOSTROVI
JIRi SADLO

Rohan Island....
Foto Jan Horacek

Rohansky ostrov....
Foto Jan Horacek
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/ On the Ground /

One needn’t buy a stuffed
blackbird or a painted finch
when they have a nest in every
shrub. [...] and when they run
around our table set with plates.
Eduard Storch,
Detska farma, 1929
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The Rohan and Liben Islands
as Educational Spaces

Michaela Nohejlova Zemkova

Karlin and Liben became connected to so-called Great Prague in 1921.
By connecting Prague’s neighboring villages, the city integrated not only new
building developments, but whole swathes of originally rural landscape,
and so the city suddenly included fields, meadows, vineyards, and all kinds
of weeded or empty spaces, as well as the riverbanks. Today, Rohan Island is
most easily accessible from the direction of “Hamburk” — a former tavern and
inn which used to stand outside the city walls, and which used to
accommodate traveling merchants. The Hamburk House (Dim u Hamburku)
still stands on the corner of Sokolovska street and U Nadrazni lavky street —
today there is a restaurant, but the house’s blueprint clearly shows that
it used to be a solitary settlement and court with stables. Here were, and in some
sense still are, the city limits — at least if we were to walk through Prague
along the river and were considering only the Vltava’s banks. Beyond this
point are bramble, boats, a concrete refinery, abandoned places where only
few people wander, a strange tangle of the Liben island, the Rokytka
confluence and the so-called “Old Shipping” area. Civilization once again
picks up at sunny Troja, but that is no longer really part of the city, but rather
a good destination for a day trip.

This naturally thriving space near the river was also the site for the very
first experiment with a forest school in Czechia. The project was initiated
by the writer and teacher Eduard Storch whose largely forgotten book Détski
Farma (Kid Farm), published in 1929, became somewhat of a manifesto
for natural education, a schools of thought which has gained increasing
influence over the past few decades. Storch was a teacher at the basic school
in JindfiSska street and was looking for a good space somewhere in nature
for the purposes of year-round teaching. As he writes: “This task is not so simple
in Prague. However, I still managed to succeed against the odds. I discovered
the Liberi island, beautiful and virtually without people, and upon it everything
I could ever imagine: meadows, trees, sand, swimming!... In the spring of 1925,
L approached the Political Land Administration (Zemska sprava politickd) and rented
just over an acre of grassy riverbank along the “Old Shipping,” and opened it for use
for our schools’ students. It has a nice grassy field and a good place for swimming.
The boys immediately started making primitive huts in the bushes and set up camp.”

Eduard Storch built his dream, as well as the dream of many children
and independent-minded teachers, in the northern tip of Liben island. His
fundamental creed was naturalist: natural spaces which spark natural
curiosity, the flow of teaching which can only occur while spending time
in nature itself, giving both teachers and students an endless source
of inspiration. Storch unfortunately financed the children’s farm largely from
his own resources (apart from gifts received from President Masaryk)
and dedicated all his time to the project, not distinguishing much between
school work and family time. In 1934, the city did not prolong his contract
and he did not manage to rebuild it at another place (largely due to the rising
influence of formalism in education as well as because of a personal injury

/ Na zemi /

Rohansky a Libensky ostrov
jako edukativni prostor

Michaela Nohejlova Zemkova

Je zbytecno kupovati vycpaného kosa nebo obraz
pénkavy, kdyZ mdme v kaZdém kefi jejich hnizda. (...)
a pti obédé nam béhaji po stole okolo talifii.

Eduard Storch, Détska farma, 1929

Karlin a Libenl byly pfipojeny k tzv. Velké Praze v roce 1921. Pfipojenim
okolnich prazskych vesnic mésto pfijalo nejen novou zastavbu, ale i celé kusy
pavodné vesnické krajiny, a tak se uvnitf hlavniho mésta ocitly pole, louky,
vinice, rumisté, vseliké prazdné prostory a podél feky misty celd pobfezni
zona. Dnes se do prostoru Rohanského ostrova prichdzi nejsnaze od
,~Hamburku”- byvalého zdjezdniho hostince, ktery se nachazel za méstskymi
hradbami, kde se ubytovavali cestujici a obchodnici. Dim u Hamburku
(roh Sokolovské ulice a ulice U Nadrazni lavky) stale stoji, dnes v ném je
restaurace, ale cely ptidorys domu pfipomind, Ze 8lo o kdysi solitérni dvorec
se stajemi. Zde koncilo mésto a vlastné stale konci - tedy pokud bychom
Prahu prochazeli podél feky a hodnotili ji pouze z vltavskych bfeha.
Daél nasleduji kfoviny, Sify, betondrka, mista opusténd, kam chodi jen
odvazlivci, podivny propletenec Liberiského ostrova, pfitok Rokytky a ,Stara
plavba”. Dalsi civilizaci je az slunna Troja, ale to uz neni ani tolik mésto, jako
spiS vyletni misto.

V tomto pfirozené rostlém prostoru podél feky se ne nahodou uskutecnil
prvni pokus o p¥irodni $kolu v Cechach. Jejim inicidtorem a tviircem byl
spisovatel a pedagog Eduard Storch, jeho? zapomenuté dilo Détskd farma
z roku 1929 je manifestem myslenek prirodniho Skolstvi, které se u nas
pozvolna zadina uplatiiovat az posledni desetileti. Storch byl uéitelem na
mésStance v JindfiSské ulici a hledal vhodny pozemek pro celoroc¢ni
vyucovani v prirodé€. Jak sam piSe: ,V Praze to neni iikol snadny. Nicméné
podafil se mi nad vsecko olekdvdni. Objevil jsem liberisky ostrov, krdsny a skoro
opustény a na ném vse, ceho jsme si mohli ptdti: luCiny, stromy, pisek, koupdni!...
Na jafe 1925 najal jsem od Zemské spriavy politické travnaté pobiezi podél Staré
plavby ve vymére vice nez padesdti arii a dal jsem je k dispozici Zactvu nasi skoly.
Bylo tu pékné travnaté h¥isté a koupalisté. Hosi si hned robili v kiovindch primitivni
chyse a zafizovali si tdbor.”

Eduard Storch.
The private archive of Karel Sklenar

Eduard Storch.
Osobni archiv Karla Sklenare
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MICHAELA NOHEJLOVA ZEMKOVA

he sustained at a skiing course). Today’s Liben island has become a haven for
gardeners, boaters, Scouts and other small organizations, and we largely
have Storch to thank for this. In the 1920s, the state largely expropriated all
the local land, including Liben island, to regulate the Vltava’s flow at Maniny.
Storch approached the regulation project’s director, Ministry Councillor
E. Schwarzer, and presented his idea for a children’s district, which would be
used for physically educating Prague’s youth. But neither the municipality
nor other stakeholders had interest in such a project, and so Storch himself
divided the area into smaller plots and convinced affiliated organization,
such as the Scouting Union, the Czechoslovakian Red Cross, or the Domovina
and Svépomoc organizations to set up quarters in the spaces.

It was at the same time that the great vision for using the real estate in Troja
was being discussed, the area being donated to the city just after the formation
of Czechoslovakia by landowner and philanthropist Svoboda for pedagogic
and scientific use. Most of the real estate was taken up by the zoo and the
botanical gardens, but the rest of the estate was being considered for use for
a so-called eubiotic settlement. Eubiotics (or also dobrozilstvi, or wellness) was
at the time being promoted by MUDr. Stanislav Riizicka (1872-1946), and Storch
was a practical proponent of it. The Troja settlement Razickov was supposed
to house about 150 families which would work and live there. The project was
rejected in the mid-1930s, but still Troja became a unique district, despite the fact
that today almost no one knows it is largely due to a generous gift from
an enlightened philanthropist.

Unfortunately, the work and ideas of Eduard Storch have since remained
largely forgotten. After the war, pedagogy took a very different turn, and
contemporary pedagogy has only now begun to rediscover the challenges
which our forefathers struggled with in the past. Storch himself rather
achieved fame as an amateur archeologist and literary writer, and his book
Lovci mamutit (The Mammoth Hunters) has since become a landmark of adolescent
literature (the Bila skéla from where Storch’s literary protagonist Kopéem
stalked the mammoth still stands overlooking Liben island.)

One cannot argue with the contemporary usefulness of Storch’s ideas.
The loss of natural ways of living and of perceiving the world has become
even more pressing today than it was a hundred years ago. The Rohan Island
example however also shows that a natural approach to formation has its
own way of exerting pressure. Children need more sports fields, walls for
rock climbing, various tools of play, but they are equally grateful for a natural
space where they can build a den in the bushes, climb a tree, take a swim
in the river, munch on a berry of rosehip, watch the scurrying rabbits and
pheasants, or simply play. We are of course not speaking about playing
among trash and dangerous, abandoned ruins, but rather about the space
of nature, which adapted itself as a plain with particular bush formations
and trees, and which offers a beautiful view on Prague, as well as providing
a place of refuge. For local schools, Rohan Island is the nearest accessible
space for education in nature, and they in fact make very extensive use of it.
This vision of urban nature as an educational space is encapsulated in Storch’s
assertion that “One needn’t buy a stuffed blackbird or a painted finch when they
have a nest in every shrub.”

ROHANSKY OSTROV ROHANSKY A LIBENSKY OSTROV JAKO EDUKATIVN{ PROSTOR

Na zemi

Eduard Storch v severni $pici Liberiského ostrova vybudoval sviij sen
a jisté sen mnoha déti i alternativnich pedagogli. Jeho krédem byla
prirozenost: Pfirozené prostfedi, které podnécuje pfirozenou zvidavost,
plynuti uciva, které se nabizi jen pobytem v pfirodé samé, jenz pred zaky
i ucitele neustale klade nové a nové podnéty. Storch bohuzel chod své détské
farmy financoval prakticky sam (s vyjimkou darti prezidenta Masaryka)
a projektu obétoval veskery svij cas, v némz nerozliSoval mezi rodinou
a Skolou. V roce 1934 mu mésto neprodlouZilo smlouvu a projekt se mu jiz
nepodafilo zopakovat na jiném misté (kvtili Skolskému formalismu a také
zranéni, které utrpél na lyzafském kurzu). Dnesni podoba Libenského
ostrova, jez je utociStém zahradkar(i, vodakd, skautt a dalSich drobnych
organizaci, je ale pravé Storchovo dilo. KdyZ probihala ve 20. letech 20. sto-
leti regulace Vltavy na Maninach, stat vyvlastnil veskeré pozemky vcetné
Libetiského ostrova. Storch tehdy oslovil projektanta regulace ministerského
radu E. Schwarzera a ziskal jej pro myslenku zfizeni tzv. détského okresu,
ktery by byl vyhrazen télovychové prazské mladeze. Obec ani jini Cinitelé
vak neméli o takovy projekt zajem, a tak Storch sam rozdélil oblast na mensi
tiseky a presvédcil spfiznéné organizace jako Svaz skautti, Ceskoslovensky
Cerveny kiiZ, spolky Domovinu a Svépomoc, aby obsadily jednotlivé ¢asti.

Do stejné doby spada i velkolepa vize vyuZiti pozemkt v Troji, které
daroval po vzniku Ceskoslovenska méstu velkostatkaf a mecena$ Svoboda
s tim, ze pozemky maji byt vyuzity pro vychovu a védecké vyuziti. Vétsinu
pozemkt zabrala zoologicka a botanicka zahrada. Na zbylé plose méla
byt vybudovana tzv. eubiotickdi osada. Eubiotiku (Cesky téz dobrozilstvi)
propagoval prof. MUDr. Stanislav Razicka (1872-1946) a Storch byl jejim
zastancem v praxi. Trojska osada Razickov méla sdruzovat pfiblizné 150 rodin,
které by na pozemcich bydlely a pracovaly. Projekt byl v poloviné 30. let
zamitnut, nicméné Troja je dodnes osobitou ¢tvrti. Malokdo jiz ale vi, Ze za
jejim vznikem stal dar osviceného mecenase.

Snahy a myslenky Eduarda Storcha ztstaly bohuZel zapomenuty. Po valce
se Skolstvi ubiralo zcela jinym smérem a soucasné Skolstvi nyni zno-
vuobjevuje vyzvy, které p¥inesli jiz nasi pradédové. Sam Storch proslul vice
jako amatérsky archeolog a spisovatel. Jeho kniha Lovci mamutii patfi dodnes
k oblibené détské cetbé. (Nad Libenskym ostrovem se nachazi ona Bila skala,
ze které Storchtiv paleoliticky hrdina Kopéem sledoval mamuta.)

O aktudlnosti Storchovych myslenek neni tieba polemizovat. Ztrata
nez pied sto lety. Pfiklad Rohanského ostrova ale ukazuje, Ze pfirozenost
plisobi jaksi sama. Déti nepotfebuji dalsi upravena sportovisté, lezecké stény,
pomticky k zabavé, ale jsou vdécné za prirozeny prostor, kde si mohou
postavit doupé ve kifovi, vylézt na strom, vykoupat se v fece, ojidat Sipky,
pozorovat kraliky a bazanty, hrat si na indianské lovce. To, co pfitahuje
mnoho navstévniki Rohanského ostrova je jeho soucasna pfirozena podoba.
Nemluvime zde samozfejmé o odpadcich nebo nebezpecnych ruindch, ale o jeho
prirodni casti, ktera se sama ustavila do podoby plané s formacemi kefti
a stromti poskytujici vyhled na Prahu i moznost tikrytu. Rohansky ostrov je
i nejblizsi dostupny prostor pro edukaci v pfirodé pro mistni Skoly, které jej
skutecné vyuzivaji. Vizi méstské pfirody jako edukacniho prostoru vskutku
vystihuje Storchova véta: ,Je zbytetno kupovati vycpaného kosa nebo obraz
pénkavy, kdyz mdme v kaZdém kefi jejich hnizda...”

MICHAELA NOHEJLOVA ZEMKOVA
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Author unknown, the Karlin
Port, ca. 1840, oil painting.
© Muzeum hlavniho mésta Prahy

Autor neznamy, Karlinsky
pristav, kolem 1840, olejomalba.
© Muzeum hlavniho mésta Prahy.
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The Island which
Is Not One

Radoslava Schmelzova

With the transformations of a metropolitan area, art’s reflections on the city
change as well. In the case of Rohansky ostrov, the main actor is the Vltava.
The island today is not the original island, which appeared sometime between
1432 and 1537 as a river alluvium, nor is it an island in the geomorphological
sense. In the artistic manifestation of the river landscape, we can excavate
the inserted aesthetic strata of their era — holiness, the idyllic landscape,
cosmopolitan features, the unkempt Prague periphery, as well as the contemporary
architecture of international development.

The oldest stratum of artistic representation can be found in an alcove
chapel with the picture of St. Wenceslas (mid-19" century) on Sokolovska
street across from the Invalidovna. It is reminiscent of the 44 chapels built
by the Jesuits in the 17% century which stood along the so-called Holy
Pilgrimage Way dedicated to Saint Mary (Via Sancta) which led from Prague
(in the line of Petrskd and Pobiezni streets) to Stara Boleslav, up to the
Palladium of the Czech Lands (a protective Marian icon). In 1803, Karel Postl
depicted the, at that time still picturesque, landscape with gardens and vineyards
in his painting Blick auf Leben I (A View of Liben). There, the Vltava connects
the landscape and functions as its main axis, creating beautiful vistas onto
a wonderfully dynamic terrain.

Between 17311737, the Invalidovna was built in Spitélsko for the purpose
of accommodating war veterans. This vast Baroque gem was the work
of Kilian Ignatius Dientzenhofer (the blueprint and dispositions being done
by Joseph Emanuel Fisher von Erlach). It was also here that the eponymous
Czech photographer Josef Sudek lived, and where he created the unique
photographic cycle Z Invalidovny which shared much with the painting style
of the time.

A unique type of artistically renditioned landscape of the Spitélsko field
was the so-called Rizové udoli (Pink Valley) of 1787. The book printer
Ferdinand of Schonfeld built the small summer house RtZzodol (Rosenthal)
in Chinese style with a dance hall, theater, and a vast garden. All we have
left of it is the following description: “The landscape has been transformed
according to the English style and presented a miniature Czech kingdom,
being somewhat of a map. There were 16 regions, the trees carrying the names
of cities and the streams of water representing the Czech rivers Elbe, Vltava,
Berounka, Ohfe, etc. The area was rendered so picturesque, one could have
called it a Prague paradise.”

Ostrov, ktery neni ostrovem

Radoslava Schmelzova / Nad zemi /

Reflexe mésta v umeéleckych dilech se proménuje podle vyvoje tzemi.
V piipadé Rohanského ostrova je hlavnim ¢initelem Vltava, ale ostrov uZ neni
plvodnim ostrovem vzniklym nékdy mezi lety 1432 az 1537 na misté ficniho
nanosu, neni ani ostrovem ve smyslu geomorfologie. V umélecké manifestaci
ficni krajiny nalezneme zasuté casové vrstvy posvatna, idylické krajiny,
kosmopolitni prvky, zanedbanou prazskou periférii a soucasnou podobu
internacionalni developerské architektury.

Na nejstarsi vrstvu uméleckého ztvarnéni odkazuje vyklenkova kaplicka
s obrazem sv. Vaclava (pol. 19. stoleti) na Sokolovské ulice naproti
Invalidovné. Pfipomina ctyTicet ¢tyfi kaplicek postavenych jezuity v 17. sto-
leti, které lemovaly maridnskou tzv. Svatou poutni cestu (Via Sancta) z Prahy
(v linii ulic Petrska a Pobifezni) do Staré Boleslavi k Palladiu zemé Ceské
(ochrannému maridnskému obrazu). Stale jesté malebnou krajinu se
zahradami a vinicemi zachytil Karel Postl v akvarelu Blick auf Liben (1803),
kde Vltava krajinu spojuje, je jeji osou a vytvari krasné prithledy do malebné
clenité krajiny.

Na Spitélsku byla v letech 1731-1737 postavena Invalidovna pro
ubytovani valecnych veterant. Rozsahly barokni skvost je dilem Kilidna
Ignace Dientzenhofera (ptidorysné dispozice Joseph Emanuel Fischer
von Erlach). Pravé tady v letech 1922-1927 Zil pfedni cesky fotograf Josef
Sudek, ktery zde vytvofil pozoruhodny fotograficky cyklus Z Invalidovny
piipominajici Zanrové malifstvi.

Zvlastnim typem umélecky upravené krajiny bylo tzv. RaZové adoli
(1787) na Spitélském poli. Knihtiskat Ferdinand ze Schonfeldu tu vystavél
letohradek Rtizodol (Rosenthal) v ¢inském stylu s tanecnim salem a divadlem
a rozsahlou zahradu. Dochoval se jen jeji popis: ,Krajina byla upravena po
zptisobu anglickém a predstavovala v malém krélovstvi Ceské, jsouc jakousi
jeho mapou. Bylo tam 16 krajli, stromy nesly jména mésta a voda vedena
strouhami predstavovala ceské feky Labe, Vltavu, Berounku, Ohfi atd.
Koncina tato byla tak zvelebena, Ze slouti muze prazskym rajem.”

Karel Postl, Pohled na Libert
(A View of Liben), ca. 1818,
colored etching, based on work
by Lorenz Jansch
© Creative Commons, source:
Dorotheum

Karel Postl, Pohled na Liberi,
kolem 1818, barevny lept,
podle Lorenze Janschy.
© Creative Commons, zdroj
Dorotheum.
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Vysocany, Liben, those
Prague neighborhoods where
Whomever comes at night,

is a son of death

Wysocany, Liberi, the periphery.

Music and lyrics Jifi Dédecek
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THE IsLAND wHICH Is NoT ONE
RADOSLAVA SCHMELZOVA

In 1822, the adjustment of the river arm between Rohan Island and
Karlin riverbanks created the Karlin harbor, from where boats set off to
Hamburg. House names such as U Mésta Hamburku (Hamburg House) or
U Mésta Lipska (Leipzig House) were very common in Karlin, and the last
relic of the harbor can be found in the name of Karlin’s pub Hamburk.
The painting Karlinsky pfistav (The Karlin Port) from 1840 from the uknown
artist still retains the character of an idyllic river landscape with sail boats
which are imbued with a sense of tranquility and a certain gravity of the olden
days. Later photographs show an especially exotic nature of a cosmopolitan,
industrial port.

Around 1900, Rohan Island was joined in the West with the Jeruzalémsky
island and, during the regulation of the Vltava (1920-1930), also with the former
Maniny flood plain. By filling in the old riverbed near Karlin, the former
island became joined with Libeni. The surroundings of the Rohan Island are
now composed of the Prague neighborhoods of Liben, Palmovka, Vysocany,
Maniny and Karlin, and the area of the “island” for a long time became
a forgotten part of the Prague periphery, largely used for dumping refuse.

Between 1941-1943, the island was used as a depot to store about 9000
confiscated bells. During the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, the German
administration ordered their confiscation from Bohemian and Moravian
cities and towns, storing them in Maniny on a space of about 5 square
kilometers. They were loaded onto boats to be melted down in Hamburk’s
foundries for the war effort. Only about 8% of bells in Bohemia and Moravia
remained intact, and the rest was lost.

The poetic atmosphere of this Prague periphery was immortalized during
the Second World War by the writers and painters of the Skupina 42. They
were fascinated by the city, the spectral and hidden face of its industrial
yards, plants and dilapidated houses.

Vladimir Boudnik, an illustrator and writer, worked in the Vysocanska
CKD plant, and his friend Bohumil Hrabal lived in the Liben street of Na Hrazi.
The writer spoke like “a gentle barbarian” (i.e. the literary rendition of Boudnik)
about his vision of these Prague neighborhoods: “Well doctor, Paris must
indeed be beautiful, almost as much as Liben, perhaps even Vysocany.”

Currently, modern and international architecture based on acclaimed
architectural and urbanist studies is being built on Rohan Island. J&T Real
Estate did not hesitate to demolish the famous and acclaimed Rustonka plant,
and a building of the same name is now owned by a Chinese company.
The name of the four-lane main road is called Rohanské ndabfezi and,
although it might sound historical, is rather a new development which is built
just over the filled-in canal, and the former banks of the Vltava in fact ran
elsewhere. The river’s original banks now follow Pobfezni street. The River
City Prague compound with the buildings named after the world’s foremost
rivers lies wholly outside of the place’s historical memory. And the future
residential neighborhood with the seemingly posh title Rohan City (a Sekyra
group project) carries the name of the island’s owner, carpenter Josef Rohan.

Only time will tell whether Prague’s residents will gain a new, pleasant
neighborhood with a city park, but so far, the developers have rather left
a bitter aftertaste.

ROHANSKY OSTROV
Nad zemi

V roce 1822 tpravou ficniho ramena
mezi Rohanskym ostrovem a karlin-
skym pobfezim vznikl Karlinsky pii-
stav, odkud vyplouvaly lodé do
Hamburku. Nazvy domt jako U Mésta
Hamburku anebo U Mésta Lipska byly
v Karliné velmi casté, posledni stopou
po pfistavu je uz jen karlinska hospoda
Hamburk. Olejomalba Karlinsky pfistav
(1840) od neznamého autora ma jeste
charakter idylické ficni krajiny s pla-
chetnicemi, v niz se snoubi dojem
poklidu a urcité vaznosti svéta minu-
lych dob. Pozdé&jsi fotografie nesou
zvlastné exoticky rdz kosmopolitniho
industrialniho pfistavu.

Kolem roku 1900 byl Rohansky ostrov na zapadé spojen s ostrovem
Jerusalemskym a pii regulaci Vltavy (1920-1930) s byvalou fi¢ni nivou
Manin. Zavezenim starého koryta u Karlina byl nékdejsi ostrov propojen
s Libni. Kontext tzv. Rohanského ostrova nyni tvofi praZzské ¢tvrté Liben,
Palmovka, Vysocany, Maniny i Karlin a tizemi , ostrova” se stalo na dlouha
léta zapomenutou prazskou periferii, kam se vyvazel odpad.

Mezi lety 1941-1943 se ostrov stal shromazdistém zhruba 9 000 zrekvi-
rovanych zvonti. Za Protektoratu Cechy a Morava na pifkaz némeckych
ufadd zvony z ceskych a moravskych mést a obci putovaly do Prahy
k pfistavisti Maniny, kde byly na ploSe zhruba 5 kilometr(i ¢tverec¢nich
slozeny. Na lodich byly odvaZeny do Hamburku do slévaren. V Cechach a na
Moravé ztistalo pouhych 8 % zvonti a 92 % zmizelo.

Poetiku této prazské periférie ztvarnili béhem 2. svétové valky literati
a malifi Skupiny 42. Byli fascinovani méstem, jeho piizracnou odvracenou
tvafi ohrad, tovarnich hal a zchatralych dom.

Ve vysolanském CKD od roku 1952 pracoval jako délnik Vladimir
Boudnik, grafik a literat a v liberiské ulici na Hrazi bydlel jeho pfitel Bohumil
Hrabal. Spisovatel promlouval usty ,néZného barbara” (literdrné ztvarnény
Boudnik) o imaginaci téchto prazskych ¢tvrti: , No ne, doktore, ta Pafiz, to musi
byt nddhera, skoro jako Libesi, mozZnd skoro jako Vysocany.”

Na Rohanském ostrové se stavi podle ocenénych architektonickych
a urbanistickych studii moderni internacionalni architektura. Spolec¢nost J&T
Real Estate nevahala strhnout slavnou a cenénou tovarnu Rustonku, stej-
nojmennou administrativni budovu vlastni ¢inska firma. Historicky se tvarici
nazev nové dopravni ¢tyiproudé silnicni komunikace Rohanské néabfezi je
zavadéjici, vede po zavezeném rameni feky, jeji trasa nikdy nabfezim nebyla
a dnesni bieh Vltavy je o dost dal. Pivodni nabfezi feky kopiruje PobfeZni
ulice. Komplex River City Prague s budovami pojmenovanymi podle
svétovych veletokil se s paméti mista zcela miji. A budouci rezidencni ctvrt
se zdanlivé honosnym jménem Rohan City (projekt Sekyra Group) nese
jméno majitele ostrova, tesafe Josefa Rohana.

Uvidime, mozna se ostrov stane znovu ostrovem a Prazané ziskaji novou
kvalitni ¢tvrt s pfiméstskym parkem, ale developefi tu doposud zanechali
spis pocit hotkosti.

OSTROV, KTERY NENI OSTROVEM
RADOSLAVA SCHMELZOVA

Rohan Island, Maniny Wharf,
Confiscated Bells.

Photo archive
of Zvonarstvi Manousek

Rohansky ostrov, pfistavisté
Maniny, zabavené zvony.
Foto archiv
Zvonafstvi Manousek

Vysocany, Liberi,

to jsou prazsky Ctorti,

Kdo sem vecer pftijde,

ten je synem smrti
Vysocany, Liberi — periférie.

Hudba a text Jifi Dédecek
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Karlin, view of the islands
of Hetz (Stvanice), Jeruzalémsky
a Kopplovsky, 1844.

© Archive of IPR Praha

Karlin, pohled na ostrovy Hetz
(Stvanice), Jeruzalémsky
a Képplovsky, 1844.

© Archiv IPR Praha
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Rohan Island Found, Lost and Rediscovered
Petr Hlavacek |/ Above the Ground /

The name of Rohan Island is strangely camouflaged. Firstly, it is no longer an
island, although it remains so in the imagination. The adjective “Rohansky”
(meaning of Rohan) evokes the aristocratic dynasty of Bretagne (but placed
in Bohemia) as much as the kingdom of Rohan from Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings
saga. But the name is of Czech origin, and takes after the surname Rohan,
meaning a person who is unyielding and stubborn. Still, the name conjures
up images of exotic aristocracy and the foreign.

Rohan Island has not been here since the dawn of time, but first
“appeared” on the Vltava and was finished by the hand of man. It always
worked in symbiosis with the flood plain of the Spitélsko field (today’s
Karlin) and the hospital of St. Paul just on the outskirts of Prague’s Old Town.
At first, at the beginning of the 16" century, it appeared as a small sandbar,
which became an island after the flood of 1537. In 1544, the local mill was
bought by Martin Sasek who expanded the island in 1550, planted sycamores
and fruit trees, furnished a fence. The island started to be called Saskovsky.
The fishermen considered his claim to be illegal, however. In her book Z Tajii
Prazskych Povésti (1904), Popelka Bilidnova mentions how they employed
the local Vodnik (a mythical riverman) to haunt Sasek. In 1586, the Old Town
municipality bought the mill and island to build the St. Paul’s hospital.
During the 17t and 18 centuries, it was called Staroméstsky or Primatorsky
island, as it was municipal property. Between 1777-1830, it was owned by the
Rottenhan aristocratic family. Between 1830-1850, its owner was the burgher
J. J. Koppl, so it became called Koépplovsky. The name Rohan Island was
derived from the carpenter Josef Rohan, who became its owner in 1850.

Until the 19% century, the island was “lost,” and its significance grew only with
industrialization and national and civic emancipation. In 1817, the Spitalsko
field saw the foundation of the Karlin suburb, and in 1822 the Karlinsky
pfistav (Karlin port) was founded and became connected to Hamburk
through the Vltava-Elbe shipping route. The sailboats and steam ships also
brought colonial goods here, and the island became Prague’s connection
to the greater (transoceanic) world. It soon became somewhat of a promenade

Rohansky ostrov objeveny, ztraceny a znovunalézany

Petr Hlavacek / Nad zemi /

Jméno Rohanského ostrova pfedstavuje zvlastni mimikry. Uz davno to neni
ostrov, byt jako misto ztistava ostrovem mentalnim. Adjektivum ,,rohansky”
evokuje bretarisky kniZeci rod Rohanti, usazeny v Cechach, stejné jako
kralovstvi Rohan z Tolkienovy sagy Pdn prstenii. Jenze nazev je ceského
plvodu, a sice podle pfijmeni Rohan oznacujictho clovéka netstupného
a palicatého. Pfesto pojmenovani zvoni aristokraticnosti a zamotskou
exotikou.

Rohansky ostrov tu neni od nepaméti, nybrz se diky Vltavé ,objevil” a byl
dotvoten ¢lovékem. Fungoval v symbidze s nivou Spitalského pole (dne$ni
Karlin) a Spitdlem sv. Pavla v pfedpoli Starého Mésta prazského. Nejprve se
pocatkem 16. stoleti vynofil jako mald piscina, ktera se po povodni v roce
1537 zménila v ostrov. Zdejsi mlyn koupil roku 1544 Martin Sasek, ktery roku
1550 ostrov zvétsil, vysadil topoly a ovocné stromy, zfidil plot. Ostrov
obdrzel nazev Saskovsky. Rybaii povazovali zabor za neopravnény. Popelka
Bilianova v knize Z tajii prazskych povésti (1904) zminuje, jak se smluvili
s vodnikem, aby Sagka stragil. V roce 1586 staroméstska obec koupila mlyn
s ostrovem pro Spital sv. Pavla. V 17. — 18. stoleti se jakoZto obecni majetek
jmenoval Staroméstsky ¢i Primatorsky ostrov. V letech 1777-1830 jej vlastnil
hrabéci rod Rottenhanti, proto se mu fikalo Rottenhansky. Mezi léty 1830-
1850 byl majitelem méstan J. J. Koppl, takZe se uZival nazev Kopplovsky.
Jméno Rohansky ostrov je odvozeno od tesafského mistra Josefa Rohana,
ktery jej ziskal roku 1850.

Do 19. stoleti byl ostrov ,ztraceny”, jeho vyznam rostl aZ s industrializaci
a narodni i obéanskou emancipaci. V roce 1817 bylo na Spitalském poli

F. Cermdk, The Sokol Exercise
on the Rohan Island, 1867.
Photo archive of the author

F. Cerméak, Sokolské cvigeni
na Rohanském ostrove, 1867.
Foto archiv autora
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Karlin, view of the islands
of Hetz (Stvanice),
© Archive of IPR Praha

Karlin, pohled na ostrovy Hetz
(Stvanice), plan polohy a vyrez,
1889

© Archiv IPR Praha
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and a Hyde Park all of its own. Julius Schottky noted the beauty of the island
in his book on Prague from 1831 and the beautiful views it offered on the Prague

cityscape. It was also from here that, in 1841, the public saw the journey of the
steamship ‘Bohemia,” the first steamship built in all Bohemia. K. V. Zap
described the island in his Priivodce po Praze (1848) as a “lovely outpost,”
where larks sing in the bramble, the flower the air is fragrant with the smell
of flowers and the local restaurant offers rejuvenation of the body. In the summer,
it was a place for concerts and theater performances. In 1865, it was the place
where the celebration of the Committee for the construction of the National
Theater, Umélecka Beseda, Sokol, and Hlahol was held. The island also
hosted a public exhibition of the Sokol (with fencing) in 1867, and the Americky
klub dam (The American Ladies’ Club) held a hike there for Prague’s students.
In 1847, French balloonists floated over Prague and were also observed from
the Rohan Island. In his novel Zradce ndroda from 1874, Eduard Riiffer
considered the island and its surroundings as Prague’s traditional den of crime.
J. M. Hovorka in his story Krajem chudych (1892) described it as a “green
island,” where the harbored boats seemed as “ocean ships.”

The Rohan Island soon disappeared as a space for relaxation and imagination,
and was rather reinvented as a busy transportation node. The Austrian western
railway established a cargo train station there in 1873, and a neo-Renaissance
station for passenger trains was built at nearby Tésnov in 1875. The island
became a railway node which connected Vienna with Berlin. The great
propagator of Olympism Guth-Jarkovsky reminisced about seeing politician
and historian FrantiSek Palacky there, dressed in a fine suit and top hat.
Many writers nostalgically reminisced about the time when the island was
a “adorable orchard,” whereas later it was full of the “rumble of locomotives”.
According to the Humorické listy, it quickly turned to a place of pranks and
crime. Jaroslav Hasek in his book Miij obchod se psy a jiné humoresky (1924) also
mentions some strange accounts of the ferryman “under the Rohan Island.”
In the 1920s, the Rohan Island ceased to be an island, and became
a peripheral zone with a new “poetics.” This “‘unused’ space in wider Prague
could not have remained unnoticed, and will continue to be ‘re-discovered,’
hopefully while honoring Prague’s urban structure and its ‘mental’ memory.

ROHANSKY OSTROV

Nad zemi

zalozeno predmésti Karlin a roku 1822
vznikl Karlinsky pfistav, skrze vltavsko-
labskou cestu propojeny s Hamburkem.
S it Plachetnice a parniky sem piivazely
KARDLI ::"_I"-"‘T“'I"l-' i kolonialni zboZi a ostrov se stal spojnici
= o Prahy s velkym (zamoiskym) svétem.
Zahy se proménil v korzo a Hyde Park.

inl . v .
e e | Julius Schottky upozorrioval v knize

o Praze z roku 1831 na krasy ostrova
a nadherné vyhledy do prazské krajiny.

Roku 1841 odtud vefejnost shlédla
plavbu parniku ,Bohemia”, prvni pa-
rolodi vyrobené v Cechach. K. V. Zap
popsal ostrov v Priivodci po Praze (1848)
jako ,libeznou vyspu”, kde v korunach
stromt hnizdi slavici, kvétinové zahony
napliuji vzduch vini a zdejsi restaurant
slouzi k obcerstveni téla. V 1été byl
mistem koncertti a divadelnich pfedstaveni. Roku 1865 se tu konala spolkova
slavnost Vyboru pro stavbu Narodniho divadla, Umélecké besedy, Sokola
a Hlaholu. Na ostrové se v roce 1867 uskutecnilo vefejné cviceni Sokola se
Sermifskym rejem, Americky klub dam zde usporadal vychazku pro prazské
Skolaky. Roku 1874 uskutecnili francouzsti vétroplavci let balénem nad
Prahou a byli pozdravovani i z Rohanského ostrova. Eduard Riiffer v romanu
Zrddce ndroda (1874) prohlasil okoli ostrova za tradi¢ni centrum prazského
podsvéti. J. M. Hovorka v povidce Krajem chudych (1892) jej popisoval jako
~zeleny ostrov”, odkud se lodé v pristavisti kdysi jevily jako ,motské
koraby”.

Zahy Rohansky ostrov jako misto relaxace a imaginace ,zmizel” a stal se
rusnym dopravnim ohniskem. Rakouska severozdpadni draha zde v roce
1873 postavila nakladni nadrazi, novorenesancni nadrazi pro osobni
pfepravu vzniklo roku 1875 v blizkém Tésnové. Ostrov se stal Zeleznicni
kfizovatkou spojujici Viden s Berlinem. Propagator olympismu Guth-
Jarkovsky vzpominal, jak zde jako dité spatfil politika a historika Frantiska
Palackého - ve fraku a cylindru. Mnozi literati nostalgicky pfipominali
dobu, kdy byl ostrov ,libosadem”, zatimco nyni tu , duni lokomotivy”.
Dle Humorickych listii se proménil v misto Sprymt a zlo¢innosti. TéZ Jaroslav
Hasek se v knize Miij obchod se psy a jiné humoresky (1924) zminuje
o podivnych osudech pfevoznika , pod ostrovem Rohanskym”. Ve dvacatych
letech 20. stoleti Rohansky ostrov prestal byt ostrovem, zménil se ve vy-
tésnénou lokalitu s novou ,poetikou”. Tento ,nevyuZity” prostor v SirSim
centru Prahy nemohl ztstat bez povSimnuti, nutné bude ,znovunalézan”,

7

snad s tctou k prazské urbanistické struktufe a jeji ,mentalni” paméti.

ROHANSKY OSTROV OBJEVENY, ZTRACENY A ZNOVUNALEZANY

PETR HLAVACEK
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Islands and the Imagination

Karel Stibral

As part of the discussion about the future development of Rohan Island, it
would be good to pause and ask to what degree — whether in name or the place’s
genius loci —we ought to keep the hypothetical “island character,” or the “islandness”
of its former state, or to what degree we ought to simply accept its current
connection with the “mainland”. From a cultural and natural perspective we
can find a telling example in the island in Veltrusy which was lost some
200 years ago. It stood on the Vltava in the settlement of Veltrusy, in the place
of the current park and chateau, which to this day has the address name
of Ostrov (Island). Here, the owners of the estate used water canals and
vegetation to retain the place’s exceptionality and specificity, which today
make the space one of the centerpieces of the local history and nature -
it is the largest area administered by the National Heritage Institute.

For the European imagination, the island, or a group of islands, is a wholly
specific place. It is often the site where we localize something specific
and extraordinary, oftentimes something with an idealist subtext. To retain
the “islandness” of a given locality means keeping it within a rich tradition
of European imagination. In Europe, the island has played an exceptional role
since the dawn of history — or at least since the time of Ancient Greece.
Already Homer’s Odyssey takes place almost exclusively among islands.
Everything Odysseus encounters is set among bits of land speckled
throughout the ocean, and the challenge of the Sirens also comes from an island.
Greek (as well as Roman) culture in fact localized their idea of Paradise
on an island, for the “Islands of the Blessed” are a positive exception
in otherwise dire classical notions of the afterlife being set within the halls
of Hades.

Although Christian culture mediated the near-East idea of Paradise as a garden
on the mainland, the notion of an Edenic island found its way back into
the imagination through the travels of various explorers, and once again
became projected onto islands — as in the case of Sri Lanka.

Islands which lay close, or even within, an inhabited landscape or city
always retained a certain level of stability, and oftentimes served a particular
function — we can just consider the island of Asklepios in Rome or the fle
de la Cité in Paris, where we can find Notre Dame, the cathedral of the Parisian
diocese. But there are islands which are also far from the urban cityscape,
such as the main Greek religious center on the island of Delos, which they
considered the center of the world, the ancient Slavic temple to Svetovid on
the island of Rugen, or the peninsula-island with the abbey of Mont-Saint-
Michel. A whole chapter could be devoted to the phenomenon which is Venice
— a city built on islands, which were certainly not sacred, but became all
the more powerful, immensely culturally rich and which still today constitute
an extremely strong and imaginative image, drawing millions of tourists.

The island is simply something which can strike a chord in our imagination,
and although it was, on the one hand, something firm in the current of change
and uncertainty, it has rather become a symbol of something distant, exalted,
a place closer to God or to a satisfied life, something rich (both in its spiritual
and material sense) and novel. To a certain degree, America itself was
constructed along these lines, as Columbus did not reach the mainland, but
the island of San Salvador. In the imagination of the west, dreams of a better
life mingled with hazy news of great riches, or of the densely populated Aztec

Ostrov a imaginace

Karel Stibral / Nad zemi /

V ramci Gvah nad néjakymi budoucimi tpravami Rohanského ostrova by
bylo dobré se zastavit nad tim, jak dalece udrzet — af jiz v nazvu nebo
charakteru tohoto mista hypoteticky , ostrovni charakter” onu , ostrovnost”,
vlastné jen akceptovat jeho pripojeni k , pevniné”. Pfikladem by mohlo byt
pracné, ale z hlediska kulturniho a pifirodniho mimoradné zachovavani
ostrovniho charakteru jiZ pfed dvéma sty lety zaniklého ostrova vytvofeného
ramenem Vltavy ve Veltrusich, v misté dnesniho krajinarského parku
a zamku, ktery dodnes ma adresu Ostrov. Zde se majitelé panstvi pomoci
vodnich kanal a vegetace po dlouhou dobu pokouseli udrZet vydélenost,
specificnost mista, ktera dnes patfi mezi jedinecné kulturné-historické
a soucasné prirodni lokality — je to nejvétsi uzemi, které spravuje Narodni
pamatkovy ustav.

Ostrov totiz je v evropské imaginaci zcela specifické misto. Na ostrov ci
souostrovi je casto lokalizovano néco specifického a mimotfadného, a velmi
casto s idedlnim podtextem. Zachovat tedy ostrovnost lokality znamena i jeji
udrZeni v této bohaté linii imaginace. V Evropé ma ostrov specifické
postaveni jiz od pradavna — alespon tedy v nepferuSené linii, kterou
zachovaly texty od Starého Recka. Uz Homérova Odyssea se odehravé vlastné
témér vyhradné na ostrovech. Vse, co Odysseus potkava, se odehrava na
kouscich pevniny roztrousené v mofi, nebo alesponi z néjakého ostrova
pfichézi né&jakd vyzva jako zpév Sirén. Recka (i fimska) kultura ostatné na
ostrov lokalizovala i jakousi pfedstavu raje, vzdyt Ostrovy blazenych jsou
svétla vyjimka v jinak pomérné ponurych pfedstavach o posmrtném zivoté
v sinich Hadu.

I kdyz kiestanska kultura zprostfedkovala pfedovychodni pojeti raje jako
zahrady na pevniné, piesto se do predstavy rajského stavu opét promitl
ostrov a sem tam je pak Raj — s tim, jak se pfed cestovateli rozevira tehdy
objevovany svét — umistén i na ostrovy, jako je naptiklad Cejlon.

Gaspar van Vittel, View

of the Tiber Island, 1685,

oil painting.

© Kunsthistorisches Museum Wien

Gaspar van Vittel, Pohled

na Tibersky ostrov, 1685,
olejomalba.

© Kunsthistorisches Museum Wien
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Francesco Guardi, Ostrov San
Michele, Benatky, 1770-1779,
olejomalba.
© Metropolitan Museum of Art,
New York

Francesco Guardi, Ostrov San
Michele, Benatky, 1770-1779,

olejomalba.
© Metropolitan Museum of Art,
New York
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capital of Tenochtitlan, itself built on the long-gone islands of Lake Texcoco.

And in the journeys out east, these were the Spice Islands, such as Java,
Formosa, Marco Polo’s legendary Zipangu, and later perhaps the poorer,
but just as evocative, Easter Island.

For Europeans, islands were also often the site of utopic fantasies about
a better world, whether it was Utopia itself by Thomas Moore, or Francis Bacon’s
New Atlantis, or Modern Europe’s revisitation of the narrative of paradisial
nature, such as in Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe. For Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
one of the major proponents of valuing “wild” nature in all of European
culture, the island became a symbol of a happy life beyond the reach
of civilization, which he considered decadent and destructive of the natural
goodness of humans. That is why he was also buried at the place of his
dreams, the Isle of Poplars, which has since become a modern-day pilgrimage
site and a model for a whole swathe of poplar isles in many landscape parks.

His dream of islands, just as of virgin nature and unspoiled, “natural”
people, greatly influenced the West’s ideas of the island full of natives, and
these often became sought out destinations as a result — the European ideal
of the island as an Eden thus became transposed from a theological ideal into
the frame of early-modern naturalism. One of the first regions to be
approached this way was Polynesia. The Pacific Islands became the vehicle
for dreaming and, for some, a place where they could find (Rousseau’s) lost
paradise — whether it was Robert Louis Stevenson (who wrote Treasure Island)
or painter Paul Gaugin in the 19* century, or the famous explorer Thor
Heyerdahl the mid-20'" century.

In Europe, islands are not perceived as a place of isolation and of marginal,
alienated existence, but rather as spaces where various ideals mingle with
dreams of Edenic nature, Paradise, or a place where something substantial
happens, and yet is authentic and natural at the same time. If we were
to understand islands in this perspective of European imagination, knowing
full well that any real islands needn't fulfill these conditions, it would indeed
be worthwhile to underscore the project’s island character, already present
in the name, and attempt to bring out some notion of nature, while keeping
in mind urbanist and architectural design. Simply put, the proposals should
strive to retain, at least on a psychological level, the character of an island.

ROHANSKY OSTROV
Nad zemi

Ostrovy, které lezely pobliz ¢i dokonce uvniti obyvané krajiny ¢i piimo
mésta a mély jistou stabilitu, mély casto specifickou funkci, maZeme
vzpomenout na Asklépitiv ostrov v Rimé nebo fle de la Cité v Pa¥iZi, kde se
nachazi katedrala pafizské diecéze, Notre Dame. Pfipomenme ale i ostrovy
vzdalengjsi husté zabydlené krajing, jako bylo jiz vlastné hlavni naboZenské
centrum starého Recka na ostrové Délu, kde se nachézel i stfed svéta,
omfalos, staroslovanskd svatyné Svantovitova na ostrové Rujana, nebo
ostrov-poloostrov s opatstvim Mont-Saint-Michel. Jesté jinou kapitolou by
byl fenomén Bendtek — mésta na ostrovech, které sice jisté nebyly svaté,
ale o to mocnéjsi, kulturné nesmirné plodné a dodnes stale predstavujici
mimofadné silny imaginativni obraz, pfitahujici miliény turistti.

Ostrov se jednoduse stal néc¢im, co roznécovalo fantasii, a i kdyz byl na
jedné strané nécim pevnym uprostfed proudu zmén a nejistoty vodniho
prostredi, spiSe se stal symbolem néceho sice vzdaleného, ale vyssiho, mista
blize Bohu ¢i spokojenému zivotu, kazdopadné bohatému (duchovné
i hmotné€) a novému. Do jisté miry takto symbolicky byla objevena i Amerika,
kam doplul Kolumbus nikoliv k vlastni pevning, ale k ostrovu San Salvador.
V imaginaci Zapadu se tak propojovaly sny o lepsim Zzivoté s matnymi
zpravami o bohatstvi ostrovti jako Hispaniola, nebo o miliénovém hlavnim
mésté Aztéki Tenochtitldn na ostrovech dnes jiz neexistujiciho jezera
Texcoco. Pfi plavbach na vychod to byly pak tfeba Ostrovy kofeni, Java,
Formosa, bdjné Zipangu Marca Pola, pozdéji pak i mozna chudsi, ale
stejné tak fantazii roznécujici Velikonoc¢ni Ostrov.

Na ostrovy byly umistovany utopické pfedstavy Evropanti o lepsim svéte,
at uz to byla sama Utopie Thomase Mora ¢i Nova Atlantis Francise Bacona,
pripadné novovékou Evropou znovu pfevypravény mytus o rajské piirode,
jakou zprosttedkoval napiiklad Robinson Crusoe Daniela Defoea. Pro Jeana-
Jacquese Rousseaua, jednoho z nejvétsich hlasatelti ocenéni divoké piirody
v evropskeé kultufe, se ostrov stal symbolem stastného zZivota z dosahu lidské
civilizace, kterou povazoval za upadlou a nicici pfirozenou dobrotu clovéka.
A byl pak také pohiben na misté svych snii, Topolovém ostrové, ktery se stal
novodobym poutnim mistem a predobrazem fady topolovych ostrivki
v mnoha krajinafskych parcich.

Jeho sen o ostrovech, stejné jako ptivodni pfirodé a ptivodnich nezkaze-
nych ,,pfirodnich” lidech silné ovlivnil imaginaci Zapadu a ostrovy plné domo-
rodct se staly vyhledavané i z téchto diivodt — pfedstava o Raji se u Evropanti
tak presunula z teologickych pfedstav do predstavy pramenici v rané novo-
véké pfirodovédé a brzy se jako jedna z takovych rajskych koncin objevila
Polynésie. Tichomotskeé ostrovy se staly cilem snéni a pfipadné i mistem, kam
odchazeli néktefi najit (Rousseautv) ztraceny raj — at jiz to byl v 19. stoleti
spisovatel Robert Louis Stevenson (autor. mj. Ostrova pokladii), malif Paul
Gauguin ¢i pred ptilkou 20. stoleti fenomenalni cestovatel Thor Heyerdahl.

Ostrovy nejsou vnimany v Evropé jako misto izolace a jakési druhotadé,
odloucené existence, ale naopak misty, kde se misi riizné pfedstavy a sny
o rajské pfirodé, raji, misto, kde se déje néco podstatného a soucasné
puvodnéjsiho a prirodnéjsiho. Jestli tedy uvazovat o zachovani néjaké linie
této evropské imaginace, jakkoli redlné ostrovy viibec nemuseji tyto naroky
splnovat, asi by mélo cenu podtrhnout ostrovni charakter, evokovany jiz
nazvem, pokusit se zdtraznit , volnéjsi” piirodni slozku stejné jako nechat
volnéjsi ruce urbanistické a architektonické imaginaci obecné. Jednoduse,
snazit se alespon psychologicky , drzet” ostrovni charakter.

OSTROV A IMAGINACE
KAREL STIBRAL
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