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Document Structure

The Proposal Section of the Strategic Plan, 2016 Update (the “Strategic Plan”) 
consists of five papers and five separate graphic annexes.

The Introductory Paper is divided into five blocks: the first focuses on the 
vision; the second on the five priorities of the Strategic Plan; the third on the 
international, national and Prague context; the fourth on the processes of stra-
tegic management, creation and implementation; and the fifth on a descrip-
tion of the structure and composition of the document. The entire first paper 
is arranged from the most general to the specific and discusses the Strategic 
Plan as a whole.

The Introductory Paper is followed by three papers on direction: A Cohesive 
and Healthy City, A Prosperous and Creative City, and A Well-Governed City. 
These three papers are at the core of the Proposal Section of the Strategic 
Plan, are structured hierarchically to comply with the requirements of stra-
tegic management and allow subsequent implementation to build on them.

The last - fifth - paper, entitled Addenda, contains the comments made during 
the document discussion process and addresses the way these comments were 
resolved.
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A Vision for Prague

Let us focus on the future! Prague will build 
its future on culture, carefully thought-out 
environmental development, social stability and 
good governance. All this will help it become 
an ideal city for living and doing business.

The Strategic Plan aims to change Prague from a city that relies on its existing 
reputation and the status quo into a city coherently building its position as 
the most sought-after place for a meaningful life. Just as architecture is Pra-
gue’s body, culture is its soul. Today, the culture of Prague is admired. In the 
future, however, the concept of culture will acquire a whole new dimension in 
Prague – and an extraordinary one in the global context. Culture, cultivation 
and sophistication will be key for Prague’s development. Such will be society’s 
relationship to its own values, to itself as well as to its city and to those tasked 
with its governance. A culture of entrepreneurship, the cultivation of common 
space and a culturally aware approach by city officials to the city’s residents 
will become inspiration for the rest of the world. Prague itself will become an 
inspiration. The world will not come to Prague to admire its past, but its future.

To achieve this vision, Prague has to be a confident city ready for the future. 
It has to be a competitive and flexible city that will be a proud part of a modern 
Europe and one that creates the conditions for a good quality of life for its 
residents and visitors.
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A Cohesive and Healthy City

The first strategic direction – “A Cohesive and Healthy City” – integrates topics 
whose solution will significantly contribute towards comprehensively impro-
ving the quality of life of Prague’s residents. Its emphasis is not only on impro-
ving the social aspects of the quality of life, but also on the development of 
the physical environment of the city, while respecting its unique cultural and 
historical values. In addition to strengthening social cohesion, openness and 
solidarity, Prague’s ambitions are to improve all the components that make up 
the quality of the environment, both green and urban; to return diverse life to 
the city centre; and to fully develop cores and hubs of activity in local centres.

The starting point for formulating more detailed 
content of the strategic direction "A Cohesive  
and Healthy City" is finding the answers to the 
following two questions: What kind of city do we 
want to live in? What do we want our city to be like?
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Prague in 2030
Prague has become an open and socially cohesive city able, through developed 
social integration and housing policies, to provide the conditions for a good and 
dignified life for all its residents, regardless of age, state of health, nationality, 
ethnicity or social status. It has adapted to demographic and socio-economic 
changes and, in cooperation with the state, has improved conditions for the 
support of parenthood and motherhood, active ageing and the integration 
of foreigners. Support for the construction of rental housing has created an 
adequate offer of affordable and sustainable housing. Properly thought-out 
interventions not only in housing development projects and support for vulne-
rable population groups have prevented the emergence of socially or ethnically 
excluded localities that would have led to the potential deterioration of the 
security situation in the city.

Prague is a culturally diverse city with a rich 
community life whose residents have  
significantly developed creative potential. 
Residents identify with the localities  
in which they live and, in the spirit of civil society 
principles, they are, in conjunction with civil and 
cultural initiatives, an integrated part  
of local governance and planning. 

Prague is working to significantly strengthen the city-forming character through 
new buildings and interventions in the public space while respecting its cultural 
and historical heritage and sustainable development principles. A highly fun-
ctional and aesthetically valuable urban environment with a cultivated public 
realm is one of the main aspects of satisfaction of the residents of Prague, a 
magnet for visitors, and one of its competitive factors. Its healthy, clean and 
superior natural environment is no less important in this context, however. 
Prague is able to achieve this by applying the principles of sustainable mobility 
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and orientation to more environmentally friendly modes of transport. Prague 
has considerably reduced the negative effects of individual car traffic, including 
its impacts on the use of public space, by achieving a better distribution of the 
various modes of transport and by increasing their safety and energy efficiency.
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The "A Cohesive and Healthy City" strategic direction primarily responds 
to the identified threat of the city’s unpreparedness for demographic 
changes and the deterioration of its quality of life and ability to function.

This threat is mainly supported by the following 
conclusions (weaknesses) from the Analytical Section: 
Degradation of the city’s urban environment

Unpreparedness of Prague for the demographic changes under way

Inadequate removal of elements that reduce the quality of life 

W2

W4

W6

Link Between Direction 1 and 
the Analytical Section of the 
Prague Strategic Plan Update 
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Link Between Direction 1 and 
the Analytical Section of the 
Prague Strategic Plan Update 

If the above aggregated issues do not become 
part of a timely and effective solution, they will 
deteriorate further within a relatively short time, 
with all the related negative consequences. 
If no action is taken, Prague will also lose its 
existing strengths (S3 Social Accessibility and 
Permeability; S4 Valuable Urban Landscape 
and Environmental Qualities) and opportunities 
(O2 Opportunity to Use High-quality Transport 
and Technical Infrastructure; O3 Opportunity 
for an Active Civil Society), which were 
also identified in the Analytical Section.
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ÒÒ Europe 2020

ÒÒ Renewed EU Strategy for Sustainable Development

ÒÒ Action Plan on Urban Mobility

ÒÒ European Landscape Convention

ÒÒ Guiding Principles for Sustainable Spatial Development 
of the European Continent

ÒÒ Transport Policy of the Czech Republic  
for the Period 2014–2020, with a View to 2050

ÒÒ Social Housing Concept of the Czech Republic 2015–2025

ÒÒ Concept for the State Support for Sport in the Czech Republic

ÒÒ National Action Plan to Support Positive Ageing 
for the Period 2013–2017

ÒÒ National Action Plan on Alzheimer's Disease 
and Other Similar Diseases

ÒÒ Health 2020 – National Strategy for the Protection 
and Promotion of Health and Prevention of Disease

ÒÒ  Architecture and Building Culture Policy 
of the Czech Republic (2015)

ÒÒ Spatial Development Policy of the Czech Republic

ÒÒ State Environmental Policy of the Czech Republic 2012–2020

ÒÒ Strategic Framework for Sustainable Development 
of the Czech Republic

Related European 
and National Strategic Documents
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Related European 
and National Strategic Documents

ÒÒ International Competitiveness Strategy 
of the Czech Republic (2012–2020)

ÒÒ Strategy for Supporting the Use of Cultural Heritage Potential 
in the Context of the Cohesion Policy 2014 +

ÒÒ Psychiatric Care Reform Strategy

ÒÒ Regional Development Strategy 
of the Czech Republic for 2014–2020

ÒÒ Social Inclusion Strategy 2014–2020

ÒÒ Social Services Strategy 2014–2020

ÒÒ Education Policy Strategy of the Czech Republic until 2020



1:14

Prague is an open 
and socially cohesive 
city prepared for the 
socio-demographic 
changes under way
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY 1
1A Cohesive City

The City of Prague and its municipal districts will be able – through their social 
integration and housing policies – to flexibly respond to the demographic and 
socio-economic changes under way, such as greater life expectancy and the 
increasing number and proportion of people over 80 years of age, growing social 
inequalities and the associated rising numbers of people (potentially) at risk of 
poverty and homelessness, and the growing numbers of foreigners. With regard 
to demographic trends, persisting barriers to parenthood and motherhood – such 
as the city’s and the municipalities’ long passive and absent housing policy, the 
local unavailability of educational facilities, the limited participation of women 
in the workforce and the lack of alternative forms of working arrangements and 
conditions – will be removed. From the perspective of long-term stability and 
competitiveness, Prague has to be an open, socially permeable, cohesive and 
safe city without gated communities and socially excluded localities or ethnic 
enclaves that could become hubs of deepening social disparity, polarisation and 
potentially even the emergence of hostile sentiments and attitudes towards the 
surrounding society, culture and institutions. Conditions will be created for the 
inclusion of disadvantaged population groups such as some groups of seniors, 
persons with disabilities, the underprivileged, the homeless and foreigners.

Prague will be an open and socially cohesive city, where the quality of 
life will be improved for all its residents. Not only because of the economical 
aspect, the city will focus on encouraging the creation of conditions that will 
allow the elderly, the disabled and the socially disadvantaged to remain as 
active as possible in terms of working and living, which will not only lead to 
lower financial demands on the social security and healthcare systems but 
will in particular improve the inclusion of such people and the social cohesion 
of the city. The integration of foreign migrants will, in turn, help slow down 
demographic ageing, increase cultural diversity and be beneficial to the city’s 
economic performance and competitiveness.

Keywords

social cohesion

active 
and dignified 

ageing

inequality

seniors

affordable 
and social 

housing

healthcare
the homeless

residential 
segregation

social inclusion
foreigners

birth rate
barriers

support for families

preventive 
social policy

SOCIALLY 
COHESIVE 
PRAGUE
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City

1
1

Strategic Goal Areas
Active and Dignified Ageing

Support for Families

Affordable Housing 

Healthcare

Integration of the Disabled

Social Inclusion

Integration of Foreigners

Territorial Cohesion

Responses to the Analytical Section of the Strategic Plan 
Strengths:

A suitable structure of foreigners with the potential for integration 
and cultural diversity 

Relatively low social inequality and residential segregation values

Weaknesses:

Unpreparedness of Prague for the demographic changes under way (ageing 
population)

Persistent barriers to parenthood contributing to a relatively low birth rate 

1.1 A

1.1 B

1.1 C

1.1 D

1.1 E

1.1 F

1.1 G

1.1 H

SS3.2

SS3

W4

W4

Appendix
1.1 E
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City

1
1

Appendix

The non-conceptual and passive housing policy of the city and the 
municipal districts from the long-term perspective 

Growing social pressure on some population groups 

Main Indicator
Reduction in the proportion of people at risk of poverty and social exclusion

Examples of Indicators 
Increase in the number of beds in homes for the elderly and homes with  
a special regime per 1 000 residents over 80 years old

Increase in the total fertility rate

Increase in the number of completed municipal or municipality-supported flats 

Increase in the number of beds in hospitals for long-term patients per 10 000 
residents over 80 years old

Increase in the hope of survival

Reduction in the number of job applicants – persons with disabilities

Reduction in the estimated number of the homeless and Prague residents  
at risk of becoming homeless

Reduction in the number of unemployed foreigners 

Reduction in the number of socially excluded localities and ethnic enclaves

W8.8

W4.1

1.1.0

1.1.1

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

1.1.5

1.1.6

1.1.7

1.1.8

1.1.9
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City

1
1

Underlying Strategic Documents
ÒÒ Action Plan for the Prague Foreigner Integration Concept for 2016
ÒÒ Prague Housing Policy Concept for 2004 and Successive Periods
ÒÒ Prague Foreigner Integration Concept 2014–2017
ÒÒ Concept for Proposals Addressing Homelessness 
in Prague in 2013–2020

ÒÒ Prague Family Policy Concept 2009–2010
ÒÒ Operational Programme Prague – Growth Pole of the Czech Republic
ÒÒ SMART Prague 2014–2020
ÒÒ Medium-term Plan for the Development of Social Services 
in Prague for 2016–2018

ÒÒ Crime Prevention Concept (2013–2016)
ÒÒ Prague Drug Policy (2014–2020)
ÒÒ Concept for the Removal of Barriers in Public Transportation in Prague

Selected Actors
ÒÒ Centre of Social Services of Prague
ÒÒ Czech Gerontological and Geriatric Society
ÒÒ Institute of Dignified Ageing – Diaconate 
of the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren

ÒÒ Prague Integration Centre
ÒÒ Prague City Hall, Department of Health Care 
and Social Security Administration

ÒÒ Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, Department of Social Housing 
and Social Inclusion

ÒÒ Ministry of the Interior, Department of Asylum and Migration Policy
ÒÒ Czech National Disability Council
ÒÒ Social Housing Platform
ÒÒ Czech Senior Citizens Council
ÒÒ Government Council for Equal Opportunities for Women and Men
ÒÒ Charles University, Faculty of Science, Department 
of Social Geography and Regional Development

ÒÒ Charles University, Faculty of Humanities, Centre of Expertise 
in Longevity and Long-term Care
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City

1
1

ÒÒ Agency for Social Inclusion
ÒÒ Czech Academy of Sciences, Institute of Sociology
ÒÒ Caritas of the Archdiocese of Prague
ÒÒ Centre for Integration of Foreigners
ÒÒ Člověk v tísni (People in Need)
ÒÒ Chamber of Commerce
ÒÒ City of Prague, Department of Records, 
Administration and Use of Property

ÒÒ City of Prague, Department of Administrative Activities 
in Heath and Social Care

ÒÒ Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, Family Policy 
and Aging Policy Department

ÒÒ Ministry of Regional Development, Housing Policy Department
ÒÒ Organisation for Aid to Refugees
ÒÒ Charles University, Faculty of Science, Department of Demography 
and Geodemography

ÒÒ Život 90, o. s.
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City
1
1
A

1:20

Active and Dignified Ageing

Respond to the increasing number of senior citizens 
through a conceptual and comprehensive policy

Adapt the Urban Environment to the Growing Numbers of Senior Citizens 

Invest in the public realm and the availability of services in connection with 
the increasing numbers of senior citizens.

•• Support access to the social and cultural values of the city (access via public 
transport, barrier-free access, etc.)
•• Invest in the public realm and public transport 
|see Preferring Public Transport; p. 1:92| Considering the expected 
increase in the number of older people with reduced self-sufficiency 
and impaired mobility, this chiefly means removing barriers to mobility 
(adding benches in public spaces, creating intergenerational parks, 
supporting a public minibus network to supplement public transport, etc.)
•• Remove barriers to public services, chiefly by making entrances to buildings 
– particularly healthcare facilities and public institutions – barrier-free 
(including mapping and visualisation of barrier-free entrances)

Promote the Availability of Services that Allow Seniors to Live a Good 
and Safe Life 

Enable the elderly to live a dignified, high-quality and safe life in their own 
environment – prioritise family care over institutional care while respecting 
demographic development (growing numbers of senior citizens) but, of course, 
also increase the capacity of residential social services.

․․ Support counselling in the field and educational activities in the senior population 
to expand awareness about social services and the rights of the elderly 
(e.g. through the creation of user-friendly information databases)

․․ Support special transport services (e.g. senior bus/senior taxi) to provide access 
to  services and ensure the mobility of the elderly
•• Support health and social services as a priority to enable people with 
reduced self-sufficiency to live at a home and be part of the community
•• Provide high-quality barrier-free housing |see Affordable Housing; p. 1:24| 

1.1 A1
‥

1.1 A2
‥
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direction

strategic goal

area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City

Active and Dignified Ageing

and an electronic emergency call system to provide greater safety and 
security for the elderly
•• Provide financial support and develop respite services for persons providing 
informal care to seniors.
•• Optimise (increase) the capacities and quality of care services out in the 
field and personal assistance services, day service centres, day care centres, 
community centres for the elderly, etc.
•• Optimise the capacities and quality of residential social services, 
in particular in homes for the elderly and homes with a special regime 
(nursing homes), including subsidies for the construction and operation of 
homes for the elderly 
and homes with a special regime and housing for the elderly in buildings 
owned by the municipal districts

Use the Potential of the Elderly to be Actively Involved in the Community 
and Working Life

Promote an active lifestyle among the elderly, who still have great potential 
to enrich the whole of society.

․․ Increase the openness and flexibility of the job market vis-à-vis seniors and 
promote the use of age-management, where municipal organisations serve as an 
example of employing seniors
•• Initiate and subsidise programmes to involve seniors in work with children 
and young people (a form of intergenerational sharing of experience), 
develop multi-generational recreational/free-time community institutions 
(e.g. support the Seniors Read to Children project)
•• Support the development of universities of the third age, life-long learning 
centres and programmes and educational activities organised by municipal 
libraries for seniors e.g., |see Lifelong Learning; p. 2:68| support of the 
Senior Citizens Academy project
•• 	Prevention of adverse events through supporting campaigns promoting 
positive perception of the elderly
•• Support discounts for seniors in public transport, cultural institutions, 
the zoo and recreational sporting facilities
•• Announce grant programmes aimed at supporting projects and organisations 
for the development of recreational activities and clubs for the elderly
•• Initiate and support senior sport
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City
1
1
B

1:22

Support for Families

Remove existing barriers to starting families, 
parenthood and natural reproduction

Support the Establishment of Families 

Create a favourable environment and conditions for families with children 
to live in, particularly by supporting affordable housing and pre-school care.

․․ Make rental starter flats that provide a good standard of living available to 
young families |see Affordable Housing; p. 1:24|
•• 	Expand the offer of services for families with small children based on the 
specific needs of residents, the services they lack and the barriers they face 
in different parts of the city (subsidies from European funds can be utilised)
•• Support the creation of preschool facilities for children under preschool age, 
i.e., for children still too young to attend kindergartens (i.e., playschools, 
children's centres, etc.)
•• 	Support facilities that provide care and education to preschool-age children
•• Implement investments in the urban environment with regard to the specific 
needs of families with children
•• 	Support barrier-free access to public services, in particular the barrier-free 
modification of entrances to buildings, primarily public administrative 
buildings and healthcare facilities
•• Optimise (increase) space in preschools and schools in Prague 
|see Sufficient Infrastructure; p. 2:62|

1.1 B1
‥
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direction

strategic goal

area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City

Support for Families

Work and Parenting Balance 

Encourage young couples to start families by creating conditions that allow 
them to balance their professional and family lives.

․․ Provide alternative working conditions and reduce working hours through the 
city’s organisations as support for balancing childcare and work and a faster 
return to work
•• Introduce of a subsidy programme for employers to support services and 
care for the children of employees (e.g. company kindergartens)
•• Praise and call attention to employers in the city that actively support family 
and the work/life balance

1.1 B2
…
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City
1
1
C

1:24

Affordable Housing

Create conditions for affordable housing  
for all groups of residents and assist socially 
and generationally vulnerable groups in 
obtaining affordable and sustainable housing

Implement Differentiated Forms of Social and Affordable Housing in 
Regular Buildings and Developments 

Create new systemic housing policy tools to ensure a sufficient supply of 
emergency, social and affordable housing to be provided to various target 
groups from the ranks of Prague’s residents.  
|see Investment Concentration; p. 3:22|

‣‣ Perform analyses of potentially suitable land for new municipal housing 
developments and, based on them, acquire the identified land
․․ Examine the possibility of expanding cooperation with the non-profit sector 
(e.g. mediation of information about people in urgent need of housing 
and about vacant flats) and private landlords in connection with arranging 
housing for people in urgent need of housing
•• Develop existing programmes for financially favourable rental housing for 
selected public-sector employees who have strategic importance for the 
running of the city (provision of official flats only for the term of office)
•• Mediate the exchange of municipal rental flats (particularly larger ones for 
smaller ones) across all municipal districts (the decision on the exchange of 
flats will be subject to the approval of the individual municipal districts)
•• Earmark part of the municipal housing stock as affordable starter housing 
provided for a certain period to young families that meet income and 
other criteria
•• Develop and implement retirement home instruments, including the 
examination of legislative possibilities for introducing the “reverse 
mortgage" instrument, with apartments of seniors not being acquired 
after the seniors’ death by private entities, but directly by the city 
|see Active and Dignified Ageing; p. 1:20|

1.1 C1
‥
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strategic goal

area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City

Affordable Housing

•• Increase the availability of barrier-free housing and support for services 
focused on providing advice and assistance in the removal of barriers in the 
homes of the elderly and the disabled
•• 	Grant aid aimed at the construction of new municipal flats in buildings with 
nursing care, which would be operated by the individual municipal districts
•• 	Introduce social work programmes aimed at improving the possibility of 
independent living in an ordinary flat that will be obligatory for crisis and 
social housing users
•• 	Prepare the conditions for the creation of a system of social and affordable 
housing for people in urgent need of housing, largely through the city's 
investments in construction, renovation and repair, and modify flats to 
ensure a sufficient number of social, emergency and affordable flats

Pursue a Conceptual and Active Urban Housing Policy 

Apply new conceptual approaches and implement a coordinated housing policy 
for the City of Prague and the individual municipal districts that will adequately 
consider the social aspects of housing.

․․ Create a new conceptual framework for the city’s housing policy, with an 
emphasis on the social aspects of housing
․․ Harmonise the basic housing policy principles at the level of the City of 
Prague and the individual municipal districts (effort to develop a common 
housing policy for the city and the municipal districts)

․․ Actively participate in drafting the Social Housing Act (in the form of comments, 
proposed amendments, etc.) to eliminate the risks associated with the 
potential inadequacy of the legislation due to the city’s specific conditions
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direction

strategic goal

area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City

Affordable Housing

Manage the Municipal Housing Stock Responsibly and Effectively 

Change the approach to the management and privatisation of the municipal 
housing stock so that short-term interests are not given precedence and that 
the city uses immovable property effectively and transparently.
|see Property Policy; p. 3:20|

‣‣ 	Conduct an audit of the housing stock managed by the City of Prague as well 
as the individual municipal districts to identify available flats 

․․ Establish a single city firm that manages the municipal housing stock to ensure 
greater operational efficiency (this does not apply to assets entrusted to the 
municipal districts based on Prague Generally Binding Decree No 55/2000)
•• 	Stop the privatisation of vacant small or barrier-free municipal flats that 
could be used for social purposes and reduce the vacancy rate of the 
municipal housing stock
•• 	Use funds from the Social Housing Development Fund solely for the 
reconstruction or construction of social and affordable housing
•• 	Increase transparency in the management of the housing stock and raise 
awareness about the availability of flats (e.g. create a real estate advertising 
portal offering flats owned by the city)

1.1 C3
…
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City

Affordable Housing
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City
1
1
D

1:28

Healthcare

Support an affordable, high-quality and efficient 
healthcare service system, contribute to the 
protection of health and promote healthy lifestyles 
as part of disease prevention and health promotion, 
with the aim of contributing to the improvement 
of the state of health of the population 

Strengthen Prague’s Role in Healthcare 

Take a conceptual approach and creating systemic tools to promote the 
availability of healthcare to all residents of Prague; pay particular attention 
to the specific needs of seniors and the disabled.

․․ Prepare, in cooperation with the Ministry of Heath of the Czech Republic, 
the possibility of managing a City (Metropolitan) Hospital 
•• Strengthen the city’s influence on the provision of healthcare services in 
Prague – public services that the city is responsible for – through an active 
role in the health policy of Prague
•• Identify tools for cooperating with health insurance companies to ensure 
an evenly spread network of outpatient and field health and social care with 
regard to the rising numbers of elderly and disabled residents

Care for Sick Citizens and People with Reduced Self-sufficiency

Guarantee a functioning network of emergency rooms and emergency medical 
services, contribute to resolving the lack of capacity in long-term care, aftercare 
and nursing care, and support the integration of healthcare and social services.

•• Support the local availability of primary healthcare, home healthcare and 
integrated health and social services, including services for the disabled and 
specific services for people with dementia 
|see Active and Dignified Ageing; p. 1:20|
|see Integration of the Disabled; p. 1:32|
|see Social Inclusion; p. 1:34| 

1.1 D1
‥

1.1 D2
‥
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City

Healthcare

direction

strategic goal

area

•• Support long-term care, aftercare and nursing care services
•• 	Support palliative care (inpatient and home hospice care)
•• 	Support mental health centres that are being created as part of psychiatric 
care reform and the expansion of mental health programmes in view of the 
dangerous link between mental health problems and social marginalisation, 
unemployment, homelessness and various forms of addiction
•• Maintain and gradually expand the network of emergency rooms and an 
effective Prague Medical Emergency Service (effective communication of 
information between emergency rescue services with hospital emergency 
rooms in Prague)

Promote a Healthy Lifestyle and Prevent Risky Behaviour 

Initiate and promote educational and other projects focused on the promotion 
of healthy lifestyles and the prevention of risky behaviour and criminality, and 
support the operation of public sporting facilities.

•• 	Encourage a more active approach to keeping healthy and create a healthy 
environment (using the tools of the local Agenda 21 action plan, activities 
of the National Network of Healthy Cities, etc.), which includes paying 
sufficient attention to socio-economic factors affecting health (poverty, social 
exclusion, unemployment, inadequate housing, etc.)
•• 	Support education on parenting and healthy lifestyle classes, including 
classes on pregnancy, childbirth and childcare at all school levels, and raise 
awareness about healthy pregnancy, including pre-conception counselling
•• 	Support regular training in the prevention of risky behaviour for school 
principals, teachers and municipal police officers, and support the efforts of 
school methodologists and psychologists
•• 	Support disease prevention and the promotion of a healthy lifestyle, 
perceive health as a fundamental social and economic value, and increase 
health literacy (awareness-raising activities and campaigns, regulation 
of advertising of tobacco products or alcohol in public spaces, promotion 
of regular sports and physical activities as part of “diseases of affluence" 
prevention efforts, and maintain physical fitness in the context of healthy 
ageing, school programmes for health promotion, health literacy, education 
among peers, etc.)

1.1 D3
…
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direction

strategic goal

area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City

Healthcare

•• Support employee benefits in the area of health (massages, exercising, etc.)
•• 	Initiate and support programmes for the prevention of risky behaviour and 
criminality, in particular drug and gambling prevention to prevent physical, 
mental and social health harm (also serves as a tool to improve the safety 
of the population and eliminate undesired phenomena in public spaces), for 
example through the construction of public sporting facilities 
|see Public Space in the City; p. 1:64|
•• Provide targeted subsidies to high-quality sports facilities with financially 
demanding but economical operations (sports halls, swimming pools) owned 
by the municipal districts with a view to promoting healthy, natural physical 
activity as part of health promotion (healthy growth and the prevention of 
obesity in children and young people, rehabilitation, fighting diseases of 
affluence, prolongation of life in good health)
•• Form an urban environment that contributes to the health of the population 
and encourages a healthy lifestyle 
|see Air and Noise; p. 1:82| 
|see Outdoor Activities; p. 1:85| 
|see A City of Short Distances; p. 1:60| 
|see The Urban and Suburban Landscape; p. 1:69|
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City

Healthcare



direction

strategic goal

area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City
1
1
E

1:32

Integration of the Disabled

A conceptual and comprehensive policy 
to support integration of the disabled

Adapt Urban Environments to People with Disabilities

Implement investments in public space and affordable services  
considering the specific needs of the disabled.

•• 	Consider the reduced mobility of the disabled in the design of public 
space and amenities while consistently observing Decree of the Ministry of 
Regional Development No 369/2001, on the general technical requirements 
for the use of buildings by people with reduced mobility and sense of 
orientation
•• 	Implement investments in removing barriers to the mobility of the disabled 
in public space and on public transport
•• 	Remove barriers preventing access to public services, especially healthcare 
facilities, schools and municipal institutions, and social and cultural 
monuments and institutions (accessibility to public transport, barrier-free 
access, etc.)

Institutionally Support the Integration of the Disabled 

Integrate the disabled into regular life through a conceptual  
and comprehensive policy.

•• 	Increase the openness and flexibility of the job market in relation to the 
disabled through the exemplary employment of such persons in municipal 
organisations and the initiation and support of programmes to make them 
successful on the job market
•• 	Provide methodological support to founders of schools and educational 
institutions to ensure a higher quality of education for the disabled
•• 	Provide financial support to non-profit organisations that focus on integrating 
the disabled into everyday life
•• 	Undertake education efforts for the disabled to raise their awareness
•• 	Train officials to communicate with the disabled (e.g. people with visual, 
hearing or learning disabilities)

1.1 E1
‥

1.1 E2
‥
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direction

strategic goal

area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City

Integration of the Disabled E

Promote the Availability of Services and Activities that Enable the 
Disabled to Lead a Normal Life 

Enable people with disabilities to lead a dignified, good and safe life, 
primarily in their own environment.

•• Support special transport services (including taxis) 
to ensure that the disabled remain mobile
•• Provide support through subsidy programmes to services that enable 
the disabled to live in their home environment and community
•• Develop and support respite services
•• Support persons providing informal care to the disabled
•• Provide affordable barrier-free housing |see Affordable Housing; p. 1:24|  
•• Encourage and implement barrier-free sport and recreational activities 
for the disabled in all age groups

1.1 E3
…
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City
1
1
F

1:34

Social Inclusion

Comprehensively and effectively address 
homelessness, social exclusion and the 
integration of marginalised groups 

Support Homelessness Prevention 

Implement a set of diverse and interrelated preventive measures with 
the aim of significantly reducing the number of Prague residents 
who are forced out of their homes.

•• Implement an active, comprehensive social outreach programme focused on 
people at risk of losing their homes and becoming homeless
•• Reduce the number of people forced to vacate (municipal) flats through 
guarantee mechanisms, interlinked social services and an early intervention 
system, debt advice and the dissemination of information on rent repayment 
options, entitlement to emergency social benefits, etc.
•• Reinforce the number of field workers employed by the municipal districts 
and ensure their proper training
•• Support socio-legal and debt advisory services under the municipal districts

Complement and Develop Social and Healthcare Services for the 
Homeless and Other Marginalised People

Ensure, through the provision of social and health services, that the living 
conditions for residents of Prague who, for various reasons, find themselves 
in extremely complicated life situations are as dignified as possible.

•• Establish a single system for registering the homeless based on information 
from individual social services providers (setting up mechanisms 
guaranteeing that personal data will remain confidential and unexploitable is 
a condition for implementing the system)
•• Subsidise healthcare and nursing care for the homeless (in the field with 
the participation of nurses, the establishment of specialised out-patient and 
in-patient facilities)

1.1 F1
‥

1.1 F2
‥
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strategic goal

area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City

Social Inclusion F

•• Continue increasing capacity and improving the quality of services and 
facilities for the homeless or persons in emergency situations (e.g. drug 
addicts), especially day centres in combination with sanitary facilities 
(showers, laundries, barbershops/hairdressers), no-threshold and 
low-threshold centres and shelters (including shelters for the disabled)
•• Optimise the territorial distribution of social and healthcare services and 
facilities for the homeless with the active participation of the individual 
municipal districts, with a preference for the creation of a dense network 
of day centres and other crisis facilities with lower capacities to avoid too 
many homeless people gathering in one specific area

IIntegrate the Homeless and the Marginalised to Help Them Lead a 
Regular Life 

Create basic conditions, such as adequate housing and employment in particular, 
that enable motivated homeless or otherwise marginalised persons (e.g. drug 
addicts) to return to a normal life.

․․ Promote social entrepreneurship within projects organised by municipal 
districts and non-profit organisations aimed at helping financially vulnerable 
and marginalised population groups

․․ Have the City of Prague create appropriate jobs for the homeless or 
marginalised to help them acquire or renew their work habits (remuneration 
through daily pay)
•• Implement a pilot project where the City of Prague will provide several 
municipal flats to those in need (e.g. single mothers or families with children 
living in shelters, young people from children's homes, the homeless) and 
then, for a period, robustly test and compare the development of the life 
situation of the people to whom the flats were provided and to whom they 
were not (while drawing up a cost-benefit analysis for both groups)
•• Conduct public awareness campaigns to change the way homeless people 
are perceived and treated by the majority society
•• Support low-threshold and no-threshold premises as places where 
marginalised groups can meet
•• Earmark funds and housing for the purpose of continuing and developing the 
"From the Street to a Home" project, implemented by the Centre of Social 
Services Prague
•• Ensure adequate space in crisis, social and affordable housing – building 
social housing, including a certain portion from the "Housing First" concept

1.1 F3
…
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City
1
1
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Integration of Foreigners

Implement an integration policy 
and support foreigner integration services

Integrate the Children of Foreigners through Education 

Create the conditions for inclusive and non-segregated education with a view 
to integrating the children of foreigners into the majority society.

․․ Support the introduction of a “zero year" for the children of foreigners, when the 
children would learn Czech (with support from the state)
•• Support inclusive, non-segregated education of the children of foreigners by 
providing methodological support and professional training and guidance to 
schools and teachers and assessing teachers who work well with the children 
of foreigners
•• Regularly communicate information to educational bodies, the non-profit 
sector and parents about available leisure-time activities designed for 
children of foreigners and their Czech peers
•• Support the assignment of assistants to the children of foreigners (also 
through a variety of funding sources, such as the non-profit sector)

Integrate Adult Foreigners through Education

Integrate foreigners into Czech society by educating them, with an emphasis 
on teaching the Czech language and raising awareness of the Czech cultural 
and legal environment.

•• Support educational and cultural events to raise foreigners’ awareness about 
the Czech legal system, the principles and values of Czech society (also 
about the importance of education) and cultural differences to facilitate their 
integration
•• 	Support educational programmes for foreigners living in Prague
•• 	Provide support for providing and increasing the capacity of Czech 
language courses

1.1 G1
‥

1.1 G2
‥



1
1

1:37

direction
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City

Integration of Foreigners G

Institutionally Support Services for Foreigners 

Support services and institutions that will facilitate the integration 
of foreigners into Czech society.

•• Create an accessible and user-friendly information and communication 
system for foreigners
•• Distribute foreign-language information leaflets
•• Promote language and vocational training for officials and social workers, 
and offer translators to eliminate barriers in meetings with foreigners in 
institutions (immigration police, public administration, tax authorities, etc.)
•• Strengthen the role of Integrační centrum Praha, o. p. s. (Prague Integration 
Centre) in the integration of foreigners
•• Provide financial support to non-profit and publicly beneficial organisations 
focused on the integration of foreigners

Engage the Majority Society in the Integration Process 

Increase the majority society’s awareness about and involvement in issues 
related to foreigners and their inclusion. 

•• Support information and cultural campaigns aimed at raising the awareness 
of the majority society about foreigner-related issues
•• Promote and support volunteer and neighbourly activities bringing the 
majority society and foreigners together

1.1 G4
…
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Cohesive City
1
1
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Territorial Cohesion

Maintain social openness and the permeability 
(diversity) and territorial cohesion of the city 

Prevent the Formation of Segregated and Separated Localities 

Set up mechanisms to prevent the emergence of socially excluded localities, 
ethnic enclaves and gated communities.

•• Prevent – through available means (e.g. placing pressure on developers, 
through zoning proceedings) – the establishment of gated communities, 
which create barriers between the socially strong and the rest of society
•• Promote programmes (e.g. emergent projects) aimed at preventing the 
establishment of socially excluded localities and ethnic enclaves based 
on the long-term positive and negative experience of Western European 
countries
•• Implement a system of social and affordable rental housing through the 
construction or provision of quality housing throughout the city to prevent 
increasing concentrations of socially vulnerable groups in specific areas 

Eliminate Existing Socially Excluded Localities and Ethnic Enclaves 

Promote tools that will lead to the elimination of existing socially excluded 
localities, ethnic enclaves and gated communities.

•• Encourage the connection and integration of segregated localities with 
the rest of the city (by improving transport infrastructure, introducing new 
functions into the area, etc.)
•• Encourage the departure of residents of segregated localities to other parts of 
the city (e.g. by raising awareness of the housing market, housing benefits, etc.)
•• 	Integrate the residents of segregated localities into the majority society 
|see Social Inclusion; p. 1:34| |see Integration of Foreigners; p. 1:36|
•• Set and raise the level of awareness and cooperation of local institutions and 
relevant actors in a segregated locality
•• 	Invest in the cultivation of public space and the living environment in 
segregated localities

1.1 H1
‥

1.1 H2
‥
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direction

strategic goal

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY 1
2Community Life

Strengthening local ties and the involvement of residents in forming Prague 
localities will foster the city’s creative climate. By guaranteeing conditions 
conducive to the development of the local culture, recreational sport and lei-
sure time activities, stable intergenerational relations and cooperation, the 
city will considerably support residents’ satisfaction and identification with 
the place where they live. At the same time, pathological occurrences will be 
supressed and social cohesion and the standard of living strengthened not only 
in those localities, but also in the city as a whole. Prague will support improve-
ments and additions to its cultural and social infrastructure, which forms the 
basis of a rich community life and makes localities unique and attractive. The 
strengthening of local communities will also significantly contribute towards 
maintaining social cohesion during the anticipated population ageing and the 
increasing numbers of foreigners.

The inventiveness of functioning cultural and civic initiatives will be an 
integral part of the planning processes improving urban life in Prague. The 
high creative potential of Prague’s residents enhanced through the greater 
mutual trust between citizens and the political representatives of the city and 
municipal districts will make it possible to shine a spotlight on and address 
specific issues and include the widest possible spectrum of participants (inc-
luding foreigners and minorities) in decision-making, e.g. in the appearance of 
public space, spatial development and the future of the city and its localities.

Keywords

community

civil society

quality of life

offer of cultural, 
sporting and leisure-time 
activities in localities

cultural and community 
infrastructure

participation

PRAGUE  
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strategic goal

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Community Life

1
2

Strategic Goal Areas 
Support for Local Communities

Facilities for Community Cultural and Sports Activities 

Trust in Governance

Responses to the Analytical Section of the Strategic Plan 

Weaknesses:

Local centres are not adequately equipped with cultural and community 
facilities and do not offer sufficient programmes and services 

Lack of quality public space for residents’ leisure-time activities: 
recreational sport, culture, relaxation and games

The interaction between residents and the city administration in localities 
is not sufficient, systemic or transparent 

Opportunities:

From a nationwide perspective, Prague has significant potential 
for a highly committed civil and cultural sector, especially in some 
parts of the city, with a positive impact on the development of the city 
and its localities

There is a dense network of primary schools in certain localities 
in addition to primary art schools and homes for children and youth 
as well as branches of the Prague Municipal Library and other local 
libraries with the potential to provide facilities for cultural-community 
programmes, recreational sports and leisure-time activities

1.2 A

1.2 B

1.2 C

W2.9

W2.8

W3.2

Q3.4

Q3.3

Appendix
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Community Life

1
2

Appendix

Main indicator
Greater Turnout in Municipal Elections

Examples of indicators 
Drop in the Number of Localities with a Lack of Cultural Facilities 

Drop in the Number of Criminal Offences per 1000 Residents

Increase in the Number of Civilly and Culturally Engaged Residents

Increase in the Feeling it is Possible to Influence Public Affairs

Increase in the Number of Community Gardens 

Increase in the Number of Grants Provided by the City for Cultural and 
Community Development in Localities in Prague

Increase in the Degree of Volunteering

Underlying Strategic Documents
ÒÒ Concept for the Cultural Policy of Prague (2010–2015)
ÒÒ Operational Programme Prague — Growth Pole of the Czech Republic
ÒÒ SMART Prague 2014–2020 

1.2.0

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.2.3

1.2.4

1.2.5

1.2.6

1.2.7
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strategic goal

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Community Life

1
2

Selected Actors
ÒÒ Centre for Central European Architecture
ÒÒ Prague House for Children and Youth
ÒÒ Prague Integration Centre
ÒÒ Prague City Council Committee for Awarding Environmental Grants
ÒÒ Prague City Council Committee for Coordinating Non-Investment 
Activities in the Prague Monument Reserve

ÒÒ Prague Municipal Library
ÒÒ Prague City Hall, Department of Culture and Tourism
ÒÒ Foundation for Contemporary Arts
ÒÒ VIA Foundation
ÒÒ Osmička jinak
ÒÒ Museum of Decorative Arts in Prague
ÒÒ Zaostřeno na desítku, Fórum Praha
ÒÒ 4+4 dny, Start Vršovice
ÒÒ Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic
ÒÒ Arnika	
ÒÒ Czech Chamber of Architects
ÒÒ DOX
ÒÒ Družina
ÒÒ ICOMOS
ÒÒ Institut pro udržitelný rozvoj sídel, o. s.
ÒÒ Jatka 78
ÒÒ Jeden svět (One World)
ÒÒ Klub K2
ÒÒ 	Prague City Council Committee for the Appraisal of Grants in the Field 
of Leisure Time for Children and Young People

ÒÒ 	Prague City Council Committee for the Appraisal of Grants to the 
Owners of Important Historical Monuments and Contributions to 
Financing the Repairs of Religious Buildings

ÒÒ 	Prague City Council Committee for National Minorities
ÒÒ 	Letná sobě!
ÒÒ 	Prague City Hall, Department of Sport and Leisure
ÒÒ 	Prague City Hall, Department of Education and Youth
ÒÒ 	Nadace Proměny
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strategic goal

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Community Life

1
2

ÒÒ National Technical Library
ÒÒ Open Society Fund
ÒÒ Sdružení obyvatel a přátel Malé Strany (Association of Residents 
and Friends of the Lesser Town)

ÒÒ Institute of Sociology of the Czech Academy of Science, 
Local and Regional Studies – Research Department

ÒÒ Charles University, Faculty of Science, Department of 
Social Geography and Regional Development

ÒÒ Útulné Strašnice
ÒÒ Vetřelce a volavky
ÒÒ Prague City Council Committee for Culture, Heritage, Expositions, 
Tourism and Foreign Relations

ÒÒ Za staré Hostavice
ÒÒ Zažít město jinak



direction

strategic goal

area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Community Life
1
2
A

1:46

Support for Local 
Communities

Support the development of local communities and 
community centres as places to meet and reinforce 
intergenerational relations and cooperation

Encourage and Animate the Creation of Local Networks 

Apply the principles of living social networks with the mission of working 
together to create cultural and community life in localities with an emphasis 
on intergenerational relations and cooperation, in cooperation with a 
broad spectrum of actors (neighbourhood assistance, an environment that 
is friendly to families with children, formation of positive attitudes to the 
problems of old age, the active role of seniors in civil society, support for less 
self-reliant seniors and prevention of their social exclusion).

‣‣ 	Chart cultural and community life in localities and moderate communication 
and cooperation between stakeholders
․․ Ensure the capacity and competence of the public administration for 
the coordination and development of community-based activities, 
construct new and use existing tools, create synergies between the City 
of Prague and the municipal districts (community coordinators, MA21) 
|see Agreement on the City; p. 3:34|
•• Commit local cultural institutions (schools, cultural centres, libraries, etc.)  
to programmes to strengthen the social ties of local residents
•• Strengthen cooperation between schools and cultural institutions on specific 
programmes (develop children’s relationship to culture and art, use culture 
and art to develop creativity and critical thinking, reinforce identification 
with the place where they live)
•• Strengthen cooperation between existing local centres and citywide 
institutions
•• Support the offer of cultural and artistic activities outside the centre of 
Prague as well

1.2 A1
‥
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direction

strategic goal

area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Community Life

SUPPORT FOR LOCAL COMMUNITIES

•• Develop communication systems and platforms for networking cultural and 
community life in the municipal districts
•• Create and update a central Prague database of cultural and community life 
actors in the municipal districts for the purpose of networking 
and sharing experience
•• Create a grant award methodology (which includes project evaluation) 
in the field of culture, the arts and community life for the municipal districts 
in cooperation with the municipal districts

Periodically Analyse and Evaluate Community Life in the Municipal Districts 

Monitor and evaluate data (mapping, analyses, studies) on cultural and 
community life in the municipal districts on an ongoing basis and to the 
extent that is appropriate for the size of the municipal district (including the 
city centre). 

‣‣ Chart and analyse the potential of the community and associational life in 
the municipal districts (including the city centre)
‣‣ Prepare case studies with examples from the Czech Republic and abroad on 
the importance of local cultural activities for the development of the city, 
municipal districts and localities, and create a specification of the concept of 
local culture, set indicators, etc.
‣‣ Process and evaluate the benefits of activities on model examples of 
cooperation between the municipal districts and active civil associations or 
initiatives
‣‣ Arrange for the ongoing evaluation of the impact of public funds invested 
through grants for the cultural and community development of localities
․․ Create methodology for the collection and evaluation of data on local 
cultural and social activities by municipal district/locality with a view to 
actively coordinating and directing these activities to the benefit of urban 
development
․․ Prepare a manual for the development of localities and community life 
through temporary interventions in city space that examine the potential for 
the development of specific sites through artistic and creative means

1.2 A2
…
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strategic goal

area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Community Life

Support for Local Communities

Create Transparent Mechanisms and Tools for Reviving Cultural and 
Community Life 

Set and adhere to the principles of revival and cultural animation (financial, 
conceptual, promotional, etc.) in localities, especially in collaboration with 
the municipal districts and the City of Prague.

․․ Simplify the system for the short-term provision of municipal property 
(City of Prague + municipal districts) for cultural, community and publicly 
beneficial activities in localities, especially unused or dilapidated premises
․․ Appoint more city administration staff to communicate to residents the 
possibility of using public space and property and to draw up a manual for 
organising activities in public space and using the city’s property for such 
activities
•• Reduce administrative and financial barriers to access and simplify the 
conditions for residents and civic organisations to actively participate in 
forming public space, especially dormant or neglected space (including 
courtyards) and organising non-commercial events and activities
•• Promote the offer of cultural and artistic activities even outside the centre of 
Prague
•• Initiate discussion about the role of City of Prague and the municipal 
districts in cultural and community development in the various localities of 
Prague in connection with social trends and new demands on the quality of 
life associated with a specific area
•• Develop the capacities and know-how of the municipal districts in cultural 
planning, cultural policy, cultural and community development in Prague 
localities
•• Promote and raise awareness among locals and foreign visitors about tourist 
destinations outside the historical centre of Prague
•• Set up transparent and stable multi-year grant programmes for the 
development of cultural and community activities in the municipal districts 
(use of on-line grant tools to collect and compare data) based on mapping 
local civil, associational and community life

1.2 A3
‥
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area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Community Life

Support for Local Communities

•• Develop a new programme of easily accessible city microgrants that involve 
little red tape to support active citizens and community leaders in the 
municipal districts
•• Earmark a percentage of the investment project budget as support for artistic 
activities in public space

Set Up Specific Mechanisms for Integrating Foreigners into Local 
Communities 

Apply cultural and community-based and participatory activity models with 
respect to the development of the numbers of foreigners in Prague and in 
close connection with specific areas. 
|see Integration of Foreigners; p. 1:36|

․․ 	Create specific tools and formats that consider the needs and capabilities 
of foreigners and allow for their involvement in planning in localities and 
enhance their integration into the place where they live
•• Encourage cooperation between the city's cultural institutions and schools, 
the Prague Integration Centre and civic organisations in specific areas 
to integrate foreigners
•• Set a citywide programme/parameters to support the cultural, community 
and social activities of foreigners in localities in Prague, which includes 
revising the grant scheme in cooperation with the municipal districts 
and the Prague Integration Centre and non-governmental organisations
•• Ensure the allocation of funds to cultural institutions for the creation of 
programmes aimed at the integration of foreigners, integrate foreigners 
through programmes organised by cultural institutions

1.2 A4
…
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Community Life
1
2
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Facilities for Community 
Cultural Activities and Sports

Provide affordable facilities and equipment in public 
space for cultural, sporting, artistic and community 
activities in cooperation with a wide range of actors, 
organisations and institutions (stakeholders)

Support Access to Facilities for Cultural and Community Activities Across 
the City 

Provide space for cultural and community life outside the city centre 
(including in suburban developments) as a counterweight to the near 
saturation of Prague with monofunctional shopping centres, in cooperation 
with a broad spectrum of organisations and institutions active 
in the localities of Prague (cultural, educational, recreational, 
community and religious institutions), to support a mix of functions. 

․․ Analyse the potential of local cultural, educational, recreational, community 
and religious institutions in deficit locations for building additional cultural 
and community infrastructure
․․ Define 21st Century standards for cultural and community infrastructure 
for the development of communities and civil society at local level in the 
localities of Prague in line with their character 
•• Provide spatial planning instruments and mechanisms that will guarantee, 
in connection with the development of new residential neighbourhoods, the 
construction of cultural and community facilities as part of civic amenities 
(regardless of the nature of the investor, i.e., the same rules will apply to 
both the public and private sector)
•• Use dynamically developing urban planning tools that allow the development 
of the territory through cross-community dialogue – community 
management, neighbourhood management
•• Ensure the conceptual coherence of cultural and community infrastructure 
planning with other planned or existing public or commercial infrastructure 
(town halls, shopping centres, new development projects, etc.)

•• Provide cultural and community infrastructure throughout the city that will offer 
a mix of functions according to the needs of users (target groups) in the locality 

1.2 B1
‥
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Community Life

Facilities for Community Cultural Activities and Sports

and correspond – in terms of its user and architectural quality – to the quality of 
life and sustainability standards for the 21st Century  

Cooperate Conceptually with the Prague Municipal Library and the 
Municipal District Libraries 

Apply principles of cooperation to eliminate the shortage of cultural and 
community facilities in localities. In connection with the Prague UNESCO 
City of Literature title, make the library a flagship of modernisation and 
progressiveness of the cultural infrastructure in Prague.

‣‣ Analyse the potential of existing and potentially new spatial and institutional 
facilities of the Prague Municipal Library for adding new cultural 
and community facilities, with those areas where a shortage of such facilities 
has been identified being a priority 
․․ Set up a system of cooperation between the municipal districts and the 
Prague Municipal Library, including a method of assessing joint projects
•• Execute architectural (including interior design) competitions with 
international participation for the construction of new and refurbishment of 
existing branches in cooperation with the library, the City of Prague and the 
municipal districts
•• Foster and reinforce the potential of the branches of the Prague Municipal 
Library and local libraries as vibrant places for co-creating and participating 
in the civic and cultural life of the community – community hubs – as well 
as places for the development of cultural and creative industries in the 
localities of Prague
•• Prepare a grant programme to support the revival of public space associated 
with the operation of branches of local libraries

Encourage the Use of Primary Schools by the General Public Outside 
Teaching Hours  |see Sufficient Infrastructure; p. 2:62|

Set up and observe clear rules for the use of primary schools for 
sports, cultural and community activities while keeping children safe. 
|see Sufficient Infrastructure; p. 2:62|

1.2 B2
…

1.2 B3
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direction

strategic goal

area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Community Life

Facilities for Community Cultural Activities and Sports

•• Prepare and implement a programme of cooperation between schools and 
local cultural and community actors (inspiration from the community school 
movement)
•• Set up a system of sharing and maximum openness of school space 
and facilities outside teaching hours and school days
•• Implement model examples of new or reconstructed physical school 
infrastructure for use by the community (especially in the vicinity 
of housing developments) in cooperation with the municipal districts, 
the private sector and relevant institutions established by Prague 
in the location and with local actors from the civil sector (cultural 
organisations and formal and informal education organisations)

Create, Promote and Develop Community Centres Focused on Sports

Apply recreational infrastructure accessibility principles to all age groups in 
Prague.

․․ Negotiate a transparent strategy of cooperation between the City of Prague 
and other entities active in sports and recreation in Prague to maintain and 
build recreational sports facilities in the capital
․․ Negotiate a strategy promoting the development and revitalisation of 
existing sports facilities in the city, even on property not owned by the city 
(Sokol, etc.)
․․ Establish a concept for protecting and creating new semi-public space 
(e.g. courtyards) for the development of neighbourly community relations
•• Earmark funds for the acquisition of buildings and premises that have 
traditionally served as recreational and community grounds, for use by the 
public and not just by private owners, and which are now being auctioned 
off, for example property that used to belong to the Youth Travel Agency 
(Cestovní kancelář mládeže)
•• Support the creation of publicly accessible areas for non-organised sports 
and swimming as an incubator of new community relations, including 
innovative playgrounds with infrastructure also reinforced by Prague
•• Establish sports centres serving all age and social groups, particularly in 
housing developments (running oval, exercise equipment, gym, swimming 
pool), which will be accessible for all social groups

1.2 B4
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Trust in Governance

Build trust in local governance (localities) 
and citywide governance. Stimulate 
interaction between the city administration 
and the residents of Prague in the municipal 
districts (crowd-sourcing, lay expertise), 
|see Agreement on the City; p. 3:34| Prague is 
introducing good and trustworthy governance

Develop Creative and Cultural Formats for Involving Residents in 
Planning and Shaping Life in the City’s Localities 

Expand the means and manner of communication between citizens and the 
administration and make use of modern technology for communication, 
for participation in using and building resources and for determining the 
opinions of the residents of Prague. 
|see Trustworthy Governance; p. 3:29|

‣‣ Use analyses as well as data and knowledge bases for the transparent 
governance of the city and for formulating and evaluating policies 
(knowledge and evidence-based governance)
‣‣ Evaluate the effectiveness of support tools and conceptually create new tools 
based on resource sharing (in line with the conceptual documents being 
prepared at the level of the City of Prague – e.g. the Participation Manual)
•• Introduce creative methods of participation and forms of good governance 
successfully tested in foreign cities (such as the Future City Game, Urban 
Ideas Bakery etc.)
•• Set up a functional system for communicating the needs of residents and the 
city administration in the area of community and cultural life in localities, 
especially in the creation of public space, the formulation of local identity 
and cultural values, and the evaluation of cultural offerings 

1.2 C1
…
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direction

strategic goal

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY 1
3Life in the City

Caring for the architectural face of the city and its urban environment, including 
historically created structures, will increase the value of the city and its various 
localities and provide inspiration for new developments with higher functional 
and aesthetic qualities and create an environment generally more conducive 
to culture. High-quality and welcoming public space will help disseminate the 
perceived values of the city and improve the quality of life in conjunction with 
a more liveable centre and better use of public space by residents and visi-
tors alike. The city centre will expand thanks to a new, compact structure in 
transformational areas and along the main development axes. New attractive 
destinations will be created for the city’s residents and visitors, awareness of 
the uniqueness of the city will be greater, as will the sense of belonging and 
self-confidence of the city’s residents. The quality of life will rise across the 
city and differences will begin to disappear. Life in both the city centre and the 
suburbs will become more cultured. The wide range of services and activities, 
the quality of public space and new, accessible recreational opportunities will 
lead to a preference for living in a compact city. Revitalised and modernised 
modernist housing developments that will even provide job opportunities and 
have a high proportion of public recreational areas will become a valuable 
alternative. The City of Short Distances concept will gradually come to frui-
tion and an urban and suburban landscape that respects the concept of green 
infrastructure will develop. The role of the city in coordinating its development 
will be significantly reinforced by the creation of the appropriate planning tools 
and their application.

Keywords

skylines

public realm

viewpoints

cultural heritage

front-facing hillsides

city-forming

historical 
heritage

monument preservation

centre

quality of life

urban environment

public space
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Life in the City

1
3

Strategic Goal Areas
A City of Short Distances

Cultural Heritage

Public Space in the City

Quality of Life in the City

The Urban and Suburban Landscape

Responses to the Analytical Section of the Strategic Plan

Strengths:

A strong city brand based on historical and cultural values. Prague 
Monument Reservation – the symbol of the city and the country, the 
carrier of the identity of the entire city, a vital part of the whole, an 
inhabited city with its own lifestyle and preserved authenticity.

Genius loci, the diversity and size of Prague. Prague Monument Reservation 
in the City of Prague together with the Průhonice Park on the UNESCO 
List of World Heritage Sites. Renowned monument preservation sites and 
zones, numerous areas with the status of specially protected natural areas.

A geomorphologically varied landscape as the basis of the city’s 
natural diversity. Continuity of the development of the core of the 
city. Heterogeneity and rich layering of architecture, plurality of town 
planning schemes.

1.3 A

1.3 B

1.3 C

1.3 D

1.3 E

SS1

SS4

Appendix 
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Life in the City

1
3

Appendix 

Weaknesses:

The Degradation of the Urban Environment of the City 

Missing or Poorly Functioning Links for Moving Around the City 

The Negative Impact of Traffic and Transport on Public Space 

An Unintegrated Parking Policy 

The Dominant Position of Transport Structures in Spatial Development 
Planning 

The Unsystematic Development of Local Centres/Cores of Activity 

The Non-Conceptual Approach to Public Space in the City, the Lack of 
Systematic Quality Maintenance and Care

The Composition of the landscape Inside and Outside the City 

Barriers to the Use of the Public Space/Realm for Spontaneous Meetings 
and Activities Revitalising the City

Local Centres Lack Sufficient Cultural and Community Centres, Activities 
and Services

The Degradation of the Function and Significance of the City Centre 

Main indicator
Increase in the Proportion of Usable Transformational Areas 

W2

W2.1

W2.2

W2.3

W2.4

W2.5

W2.6

W2.7

W2.8

W2.9

W2.10

1.3.0
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Life in the City

1
3

Examples of Indicators
Reduction in the Number of Unused Building in Prague Monument 
Reservation 

Increase in the Proportion of Land Area with a Spatial Planning Basis 
(SPB) and Documentation (SPD) Registered in a National Register

Increase in the Number of Urban-Architectural Competitions

Increase in the Land Area of Revitalised and Newly Established Quality 
Public Spaces (Streets, Squares, Parks, Parks in Open Housing Developments)

Increase in the Number of Permanently Occupied Buildings in the City Centre

Reduction in the Number of Units with Deficient Facilities (as Defined for 
the Purposes of the Deficient Facility Analysis) 

Increase in the Proportion of the Population with Pedestrian Access to 
Urban and Peri-/Suburban Parks within 15 Minutes

Increase in the Number of New or Refurbished Residential Units 
in Stabilised and Transformational Areas of the City as Opposed to 
Developmental Areas

Underlying Strategic Documents
ÒÒ Concept for Heritage Preservation
ÒÒ Concept for the Care of Green Space in Prague
ÒÒ Concept for More Effective Care of Monuments in Prague
ÒÒ Management Plan
ÒÒ Operational Programme Prague – Growth Pole of the Czech Republic
ÒÒ Prognosis, Concept and Strategy for the Protection of Nature 
and the Landscape in Prague

ÒÒ SMART Prague 2014–2020
ÒÒ Prague Public Space Strategy

1.3.1

1.3.2

1.3.3

1.3.4

1.3.5

1.3.6

1.3.7

1.3.8
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Life in the City

1
3

Selected Actors
ÒÒ Czech Chamber of Architects
ÒÒ Czech Technical University, Faculty of Architecture
ÒÒ ICOMOS
ÒÒ Klub za starou Prahu (Club for Old Prague)
ÒÒ Prague City Hall, Environmental Protection Department
ÒÒ Prague City Hall, Heritage Department
ÒÒ Ministry of Regional Development, Department of Spatial planning
ÒÒ National Heritage Institute
ÒÒ Czech University of Life Sciences in Prague, Faculty of Agrobiology, 
Food and Natural Resources, Department of Landscape and  
Garden Architecture

ÒÒ Czech Technical University, Faculty of Transport
ÒÒ Czech Technical University, Faculty of Civil Engineering
ÒÒ Prague City Hall, Building Code Department
ÒÒ Prague City Hall, Spatial Development Department
ÒÒ Prague City Hall, Territorial Information Division
ÒÒ Ministry of Regional Development, Housing Policy Department
ÒÒ Ministry of Regional Development, Urban policy Department
ÒÒ Ministry of the Interior, Asset Management Department
ÒÒ City of Prague Museum
ÒÒ Společnost Petra Parléře (Peter Parler Society)
ÒÒ Spolek 13 – Spolek občanských sdružení Jihozápadního Města 
(Union of Civic Associations of the South-West City)

ÒÒ TIMUR
ÒÒ Charles University, Faculty of Science, Department of Social 
Geography and Regional Development

ÒÒ Urban and Regional Laboratory
ÒÒ Office of the Government of the Czech Republic 
ÒÒ Zelená budoucnost pro Prahu (Green Future for Prague)
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A City of Short Distances

Develop an environment with a good quality 
of life – A City of Short Distances

Develop a Compact City in Line with the City of Short Distances Principles

Apply settlement principles that are necessary for life in the city and for the 
life of the city itself with the aim of improving the quality of life in the city 
and limiting suburbanisation.

‣‣ Identify, define and subsequently promote the development of activities in 
spaces and buildings of citywide importance in cooperation with other actors
‣‣ Identify and use the internal reserves of the compact city especially 
for the development of recreational areas, parks and public space
‣‣ Define a system of centres and create a hierarchy for them 
․․ Link centres and promote their development with regard to the needs 
of the location and highlight their specifics
․․ Support the expansion of concentrated, multipurpose developments with a 
relatively higher population density according to current requirements for 
quality, facilities and public space, in connection with the efficient use of 
space and considering the nature and conditions of stabilised areas
․․ Establish development standards focused on pedestrians, bicycles and public 
transport |see Preferring Public Transport; p. 1:92|
․․ Apply holistic qualities (combining people’s perception and physical 
qualities) and an integrated approach when creating urban structures and 
assessing public space 
•• Place activities and facilities in locations with good access to public rail 
transport with a connection to important public spaces, in line with the 
character of the locality (including the reinforcement of the places that are 
important public transport transfer nodes)
•• Raise awareness and support training programmes for public administration, 
local governments and the public that explain the adopted concept and 
solution and increase general literacy considering the culture of the 
environment |see Trustworthy Governance; p. 3:29|
•• Methodically manage and support public architectural and urban 
planning competitions and procurement procedures with quality criteria 
|see Investment Concentration; p. 3:22|

1.3 A1
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strategic goal

area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Life in the City

A City of Short Distances

Prioritise Development in Transformational Areas 

Prioritise the intensive development of the city in transformational areas over 
extensive development and further expansion into undeveloped areas

‣‣ Analyse the potential of transformational areas and the effectiveness 
of their use; identify priority transformational areas 
|see Investment Concentration; p. 3:22|
‣‣ Identify the internal potential of built-up areas – vacant lots, unused land 
and buildings
‣‣ Examine long-term undeveloped areas
․․ Define and then apply tools for using transformational areas considering 
monument protection and undesired intensification in a stabilised area or 
loss of green areas
•• Develop a sustainable and effective concept for new polyfunctional 
municipal districts and localities with a corresponding proportion of public 
greenery in transformational and developmental areas 

1.3 A2
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Cultural Heritage

Develop cultural heritage and to take care for it

Actively Protect and Develop Architectural Heritage 

Apply the principles of heritage conservation as a stimulus 
for the development and the potential for development of a place 
and its identity, not as a constraint to development, while respecting 
the protection of the historical heritage and tangible culture of Prague. 

‣‣ Respect the Prague Monument Reservation as part of the world’s cultural 
heritage, including the obligations resulting therefrom
‣‣ Comply with the rules arising from international conventions and 
commitments, the Act on State Monument Care and the relevant regulations 
in force within Prague |see Monument Care; p. 2:54|
․․ Enshrine cultural heritage protection rules in conceptual and methodological 
documents (contextual perception of architectural heritage, awareness 
of the diversity of the territory and necessary differentiation of values 
and their protection, its general cultural importance, inseparability from 
the activities supported in their traditional form as well as those that reflect 
present-day life in the city, which, however, requires the coordination of all 
stakeholders in view of the character, potential and habitability of a place) 
|see Decision-making Continuity; p. 3:25| |see Monument Care; p. 2:54|
․․ Increase the requirements for preserving historically or aesthetically 
important buildings, which are the carriers of cultural and spiritual heritage 
․․ Increase requirements for the functional and aesthetic quality of buildings 
replacing older buildings and apply the relevant requirements to the 
architectural quality of new buildings
․․ Create tools for the use of historically significant buildings by residents and 
visitors 
•• Seek compliance of the new use of the heritage fund with its historical 
legacy and potential while preserving the original values
•• Emphasise the protection of the historical underground and technical 
monuments
•• Offer new tourist destinations and development opportunities also outside 
the very centre of the city, support them through Prague Tourism and focus 
on high-quality for high-quality tourism |see Cultural Tourism; p. 2:50|
•• Provide consistent maintenance of historically important buildings owned by 
the city with the aim of maintaining a direct influence on their condition and 

1.3 B1
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Life in the City

Cultural Heritage

functional use and allowing access for residents and visitors 
|see Property Policy; p. 3:20|
•• Develop public awareness programmes about the need to protect 
monuments even as a part of the public interest

Actively Protect the City’s Visual Character

Apply the principles of protection to specific visual characteristics of Prague 
(the multiple-layered nature of the Prague skyline, well-preserved views, 
green hills and horizons, compositional axes created chiefly by the river and 
other natural elements, views of the landscape, etc.)

‣‣ Create the conditions for the systematic monitoring of the changes 
to the city’s visual character and skyline
‣‣ Care for natural and architecturally valuable dominant elements even outside 
of protected areas and the historic core of the city and their relationship to 
the skyline 
․․ When placing buildings and groups of buildings, apply rules (through 
documents enshrined in legislation) for assessing the impact on the city's 
skyline as well as the impact on the surroundings (emphasis on the full 
protection of the roofscape in the historic town and on the protection of 
other valuable urban units, etc.)
․․ Lay down rules in the conceptual documents for the layout of high-rise 
buildings in the urban structure of the city 
•• Ensure protection, new access and care of new Prague viewpoints and less 
well-known vistas and access routes to them

Actively Protect and Develop the Landscape as a Carrier of Cultural 
Heritage

Apply the European Landscape Convention.

‣‣ Define the types of landscapes throughout the city
‣‣ 	Analyse the characteristics of the defined types of landscapes, the forces and 
pressures changing them, and record changes in them
․․ Define target characteristics for the designated types of landscapes
•• Exchange information and cooperation with European institutions with 
a view to enhancing the effectiveness of the measures taken
•• Support multi-sectoral training programmes in the landscape policy 
and landscape protection, management and planning 

1.3 B2
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Public Space in the City

Develop public space in the city and take care for it

Strengthen and Improve Public Space in the City

Strengthen mutual ties in architecture, infrastructure and urban planning 
with an emphasis on creating a functional and well-designed urban space.

‣‣ Create a hierarchy of public spaces and decide on their appearance, use and 
layout based on the needs of local residents (using methods involving the 
public in the planning of the city)
․․ Create "friendly public space” when developing projects and implementing 
improvements to the aesthetic and welcoming nature 
of public space
․․ Design high-quality, functional and welcoming public space as well 
as recreational areas and playgrounds throughout the inhabited area 
of the city, not only in frequented places
․․ Determine the criteria for assessing the quality of public space and its use 
when creating and assessing the design of public space
․․ Monitor and organise the work and funding needed to improve the quality  
of daily maintenance and cleaning of public space and roads and safety  
in and on them |see The Active Role of the City; p. 3:15|
•• More thoroughly monitor the residential quality of public space 
when designing traffic, transport and technical infrastructure, 
and promote a conceptual solution to quieting traffic in localities 
and their catchment area affecting the design of public space  
|see The Quality of Public Space; p. 1:98|
•• Improve facilities and amenities, particularly in recreational areas 
and on playgrounds
•• Increase supervision over the city’s investment body in connection with 
the preparation of investment projects exceeding regular maintenance 
requirements with a view to improving the overall quality of the space 
(effective spending) 
|see Decision-making Continuity; p. 3:25|
•• Find the appropriate forms for strengthening the role and enshrining 
the position of experts/architects in the conceptual and design preparations 
for interventions in public space 
|see Investment Concentration; p. 3:22|

1.3 C1
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Life in the City

Public Space in the City

Increase Physical Permeability and Barrier-free Access

Strengthen internal links and critical points (nodes) in the public space 
network and remove barriers.

‣‣ Identify problems in throughflow and existing barriers
․․ Design a city permeability concept and draft the related measures 
|see Green Infrastructure; p. 1:78|
․․ Set up mechanisms for limiting the establishment of gated communities 
that are impenetrable to the public and for limiting the establishment of 
impermeable areas, especially in residential neighbourhoods
•• Use tools to improve accessibility and convenience of use for all age 
groups and facilitate efforts to provide a pedestrian connection to 
frequented localities
•• Create a concept for the outdoor and night-time lighting of important 
public spaces
•• Develop and innovate Prague street furniture and the Prague information 
system

1.3 C2
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Quality of Life in the City
Balance and enhance the quality of life in the city

Reclaim and Revive the Central Part of the City

Increase the attractiveness of the city centre for its residents and reduce the 
concentration and dominance of undesirable phenomena (socio-pathological 
phenomena, crime, problematic tourism, the shadow economy, etc.)

․․ Create housing policies that reinforce the sustainability of living in the city 
centre |see Affordable Housing; p. 1:24|
․․ Create measures to prevent the emergence of monofunctional zones that 
only serve tourists or are purely administrative in nature, or the construction 
of other large buildings that will attract traffic to the centre; strive 
to revitalise existing zones and make them multifunctional
․․ Find a way to regulate undesirable shops, services and activities, unsightly 
advertising and other visual pollution in the centre with regard to the city’s 
cultural and social maturity and presented brand 
•• Support the construction of urban housing and the renewal of the housing 
stock (support the transformation of former residential buildings back 
to their original purpose, i.e., housing, and restrict the transformation 
of residential buildings in the Prague Monument Reservation into hotels and 
tourist accommodation)
•• Maintain the traditional seat of universities in the city centre and identify 
possibilities for their presence in areas within range of the city centre with 
respect to their importance for improving the quality and diversity of life, as 
well as for their participation in the city’s other areas of operation 
|see The Potential of Institutions of Higher Education; p. 2:69|
•• Increase the number of places to rest in the city centre, protect open spaces 
and landscape areas within walking distance of the city centre

Improve and Balance the Quality of Life in the City Centre  
and on the Outskirts of the City

Reinforce residents’ identification with the place where they live to promote 
the specific nature of the historical parts of the city, respect valuable 
20th Century urban agglomerations, prevent the penetration of foreign 
elements into the original structures of former rural settlements.

1.3 D1
‥
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Life in the City

Quality of Life in the City

direction

strategic goal

area

‣‣ Assess the needs and possibilities of marginal urban areas and their centres 
and enhance their specific attractions
‣‣ Identify localities at risk of degradation and those with the greatest potential 
to improve, and draw up studies for their improvement
‣‣ Monitor preserved cultural heritage both inside and outside the historical 
core, and care for it
․․ Maintain and enhance the character of buildings in individual localities, 
identify initiation cores and their specific attributes, promote 
the diversity of localities as one of the qualities of Prague 
․․ Develop programmes for the revitalisation of the city’s property 
and populate it with city-forming activities |see Property Policy; p. 3:20|
•• Consider the placement of public administration buildings and institutions 
with a view to their positive impact on their surroundings (community 
opportunities, public services, access to information, strengthening 
of activities, cultivation of the environment, etc.)
•• Meet the development and maintenance needs of technical infrastructure 
and public space in all the city’s localities, and complete basic infrastructure  
|see Resilience of urban systems; p. 3:48|
•• Direct investment towards improving infrastructure, amenities and the 
accessibility of public services in line with the development of housing and 
the needs of residents
•• Find and implement effective measures for dealing with localities burdened 
with negative phenomena (unrestrained parking, dumping, waste, etc.)

Increase the Attractiveness of the Modernist City 

Increase awareness of the specific importance and value of localities and their 
public spaces for residents and reinforce the identity of the respective locality.

‣‣ Identify the values of the architecture and urbanism planning of established 
modernist housing developments and use this data when determining 
the concept and placement of buildings
‣‣ Analyse centres and places of concentrated activities, their organisational 
and qualitative layout and timetable for regeneration

1.3 D3
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Life in the City

Quality of Life in the City

․․ Find suitable activities and projects increasing the multifunctionality of 
the territory and expand the offer of attractive destinations, locate civic 
amenities and job opportunities in the territory to strengthen the urban 
character
․․ Create methodology for revitalising public space in modernist housing 
developments and their greenery
•• Create pilot projects and experimental studies of refurbishments 
of public space in the modernist city, including an assessment 
of different approaches
•• Systematically renew and improve public spaces to achieve greater diversity, 
highlight specificities and links, including their hierarchical differentiation
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The Urban and Suburban 
Landscape

Develop the urban and suburban landscape 

Apply a Landscape Architectural Point of View when Forming the City

Apply holistic solutions to projects with an impact on the landscape, 
including through the use of green infrastructure elements together with 
urban greenery and their interconnection. 

‣‣ Monitor and coordinate the impacts of new developments on the natural and 
topographic contexts of a place
․․ Respect the diversity, distinctiveness and local specificities of green areas 
(create hierarchies and specifications of defined areas in cooperation with 
the public)
․․ Define urban and suburban parks and forests including surfaces 
of the undeveloped landscape in the city (while respecting nature parks)
․․ Define a system of green hillsides with regard to the visual characteristics of 
the city
•• Create a system of parks and non-developmental landscape areas in relation 
to the public space system and the pedestrian and cycling path networks; 
connect the city and countryside road networks 
|see Green Infrastructure; p. 1:78|
•• Develop an appropriate management system for undeveloped landscape 
(e.g. management of suburban parks)
•• Raise awareness about the landscape and its natural and cultural character 
through educational activities
•• Apply a landscape architectural approach to all water management projects

Establish and Revitalise Urban Greenery 

Improve the quality of the urban environment by creating and revitalizing 
avenues, parks, open-air parks and other areas in the inner and outer landscape.

1.3 E1
…

1.3 E2
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Life in the City

The Urban and Suburban Landscape

‣‣ When developing conceptual materials, explore the possibilities for using 
greenery and identify opportunities to create new or restore former rows 
of trees in the streets, courtyard greenery and greenery in public space 
‣‣ Seek agreement on planting trees in the buffer zones of utility corridors, 
emphasise thorough coordination of technical networks and the preference 
to group them together inter alia in order to make streets greener
․․ Prioritise and coordinate the procedure for revitalising and systematically 
opening up space along the river and its tributaries, including springs and 
natural wells; create rules for regulating the extent and method of use
․․ When restoring historical gardens, parks and tree alleys, stipulate the rules 
and principles of regeneration with respect to professional monument 
preservation and landscape architecture practices
•• Establish new and revitalise existing parks and other green spaces in areas 
with the greatest shortage thereof, while considering the desired size of 
green space per capita in the locality
•• Support the creation and revitalisation of semi-public and semi-private 
space (community gardens, allotments, courtyards, public space of the 
modernist city)
•• Support the creation of undeveloped natural areas between buildings and 
especially protected natural areas
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Prague is a healthy city 
that respects nature
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strategic goal

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY 1
4A Healthy City

Prague will achieve a healthy natural and urban environment, better living 
conditions and improvement in the condition of nature and the landscape. It 
will reduce environmental burdens, especially air pollution in some localities, 
and attain a balance between urban structures and the landscape to become a 
clean, healthy and harmonious city.
Measures aimed at achieving this strategic objective will lead to a reduction in 
air and noise pollution, stabilisation of the water regime in both the city and 
the open (suburban) landscape, will improve the purity of surface water and 
microclimatic conditions with positive impacts on the health of the population 
and ecosystems.
The greenery system and the ecological stability of the open (suburban) land-
scape will be reinforced, new areas built for short-term recreation and the 
burden on protected areas reduced.
Measures focused on slowing surface runoff from the landscape will help reduce 
the likelihood of the inundation of urban areas and the risk of flooding, espe-
cially for small watercourses.
Improvement of the quality of the environment in Prague will increase the 
competitiveness and resilience of the city and, at the level of the localities, 
property values and the quality of life of the population. It will have a positive 
effect on the development of certain business sectors and tourism.
Creating conditions encouraging outdoor activities will contribute to reducing 
the health risks inherent to urban lifestyles.

Keywords
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Strategic Goal Areas
Green Infrastructure

Air and Noise

Urban Agriculture

Outdoor Activities

Responses to the Analytical Section of the Strategic Plan

Strengths:

Improvement in the quality of water in the Vltava River and revitalisation 
of the banks of watercourses that have a positive impact on the quality 
of life in the city

Weaknesses:

Some parts of the city exceed air pollution limits for particulates 
(PM10, PM2.5), nitrogen dioxide, benzo(a)pyrene and ground-level 
ozone, which is chiefly due to the considerable traffic in the city

A significant part of the population suffers excessive noise, the main 
source of which is vehicle traffic 

A relatively high proportion of green areas (about 25% of the total area), 
which are not, however, evenly distributed across the city

1.4 A

1.4 B

1.4 C

1.4 D

S4.3

W6.1

W6.2

W2.7

Appendix
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Appendix

Insufficient or poor structure and quality of city-forming greenery 
wherever the urban character of a locality increases

Negative effects on small watercourses from intensive suburbanisation 
and the insufficient capacity of local wastewater treatment plants for 
developmental areas in the outlying parts of the city

Depletion of water in the landscape and deterioration of microclimatic 
conditions due to extensive paving and the resulting reduced water 
absorption

Responses to Spatial Analytical Data:
A high proportion of arable agricultural land and a continued low 
proportion of forests, meadows and other types of natural areas in some 
parts of the city, meaning an absence of territorial system of ecological 
stability elements in these localities

Main Indicator
Increase in the proportion of the population within 5 minutes’ walking 
distance to green space 

W2.7

W6.5

W6.5

SAD2014

1.4.0
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Examples of Indicators
Reduction in the Size of Areas Where Air Pollution Limits are Exceeded

Reduction in Total Emissions of Nitrogen Oxides and Dust  
(PM10 and PM2.5) from Mobile Sources

Reduction in the Size of Areas Where the Night Noise Level Exceeds 50 dB

Increase in the Numbers of Parking Spaces

Increase in the Size of Forests

Increase in the Overall Length of Revitalised Sections of Watercourses

Increase in the Proportion of Water Bodies in Prague Whose Quality 
Allows for Seasonal Swimming

Increase in the Numbers of Community Gardens

Increase in the Numbers of Cadastral Areas with Comprehensive or 
Simple Land Regulation 

Underlying Strategic Documents
ÒÒ Noise Reduction Action Plan for the Agglomeration of Prague 2008
ÒÒ Concept for the Care of Green Space in Prague
ÒÒ Regional Concept for Environmental Education, Training and Awareness 
in Prague

ÒÒ Operational Programme Prague — Growth Pole of the Czech Republic
ÒÒ Prognosis, Concept and Strategy for the Protection of Nature and the 
Landscape in Prague

ÒÒ Air-Quality Improvement Programme for Agglomeration CZ01 — Prague 
(until 2020)

ÒÒ SMART Prague 2014–2020
ÒÒ Prague Territorial Energy Concept (2013–2033)
ÒÒ Rules and Principles for the Creation of the Prague Green Belt

1.4.1

1.4.2

1.4.3

1.4.4

1.4.5

1.4.6

1.4.7

1.4.8

1.4.9
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Selected Actors
ÒÒ Czech University of Life Sciences  in Prague, Faculty of Agrobiology, Food and 
Natural Resources, Department of Landscape and Garden Architecture

ÒÒ Czech Union for Nature Conservation
ÒÒ Lesy hl. m. Prahy (Prague Forest Administration)
ÒÒ Prague City Hall, Environmental Protection Department
ÒÒ Ministry of the Environment, Department of General Nature 
and Landscape Conservation

ÒÒ Ministry of the Environment, Department of Air Protection
ÒÒ Ministry of the Environment, Department of Water Protection
ÒÒ National Heritage Institute
ÒÒ Povodí Vltavy, závod Dolní Vltava (Vltava River Catchment Area, Lower Vltava)
ÒÒ Pražská vodohospodářská společnost, a.s.
ÒÒ University Centre for Energy Efficient Buildings 
(Czech Technical University)

ÒÒ Výzkumný ústav Silva Taroucy pro krajinu a okrasné zahradnictví, v. v. i. 
(The Silva Tarouca Research Institute for Landscape and Ornamental Gardening)

ÒÒ Agentura ochrany přírody a krajiny ČR (Nature Conservation Agency 
of the Czech Republic)

ÒÒ Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, Botanical Institute
ÒÒ Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, Institute of Geology
ÒÒ Akustika Praha, s. r. o.
ÒÒ Arnika
ÒÒ Ateliér ekologických modelů, s. r. o.
ÒÒ Czech Hydrometeorological Institute 
ÒÒ KOKOZA
ÒÒ Prague City Council Committee for Amendments to the Prague Zoning Plan
ÒÒ Prague City Council Committee for Awarding Environmental Grants
ÒÒ Ministry of Health, Department of Public Health
ÒÒ Sdružení pro ochranu půdy (Association for the Protection of Soil)
ÒÒ National Institute of Public Health
ÒÒ Environmental Policy Institute
ÒÒ Environment, Infrastructure and Technical Facilities Committee 
of Prague City Hall

ÒÒ Zelený kruh (Green Circle)
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Green Infrastructure

Create a multipurpose green infrastructure 
system for the city and the metropolitan region

Create a Functional Green Infrastructure and Urban Greenery System

Create a comprehensive system that combines natural, semi-natural, utility 
and/or urban landscape structures and, thereby, contributes to the preservation 
of biological diversity while providing society with affordable and sustainable 
services. This is the right tool for linking built-up areas with the open landscape 
and an effective means for improving microclimatic conditions and adapting to 
climate change. Measures under the strategic objective Life in the City strategic 
objective will be key for the gradual creation of a system of green infrastructure 
and its elements |see Life in the City; p. 1:55| 

․․ Prepare and adopt a green infrastructure concept
․․ Create a methodology for the development of an urban greenery system
•• Continue to buy out land into the city’s ownership to link existing green areas 
and create new ones
•• Gradually link green infrastructure elements of the open (suburban) 
and urban landscapes

Arrange for Greenery and Natural Areas to be Managed by a Single Body 

Introduce integrated greenery management to ensure the uniform evaluation, 
selection, care and maintenance of urban greenery, including evaluation of 
investments and costs related to acquisition and maintenance. 

․․ Unify the greenery maintenance and care rules throughout the city
․․ Update the Concept for the Care of Green Space in Prague
•• Review the assortment of trees and shrubs for use in current urban 
conditions, especially in the streets and paved areas, test new species 
or cultivars of trees for such conditions

1.4 A1
‥

1.4 A2
‥
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Healthy City

Green Infrastructure

Strengthen Environmental Stability and Landscape Regenerative Ability 

Stop further degradation and fragmentation of the landscape and limit 
its inefficient development by using natural and semi-natural elements 
incorporated into an integrated system.

•• Continue to implement the Green Belt project around Prague according to 
approved policies and principles for its creation and in cooperation with the 
Central Bohemian Region
•• Eradicate non-native invasive plants in natural habitats and regulate their 
use in the landscape
•• Gradually establish missing territorial system of ecological stability (TSES) 
elements and ensure the functionality of the entire system according to valid 
spatial planning documentation
•• Plan non-productive forests, establish permanent grasslands, orchards, etc.
•• Create and restore landscape elements

Improve the Permeability of the Landscape and its Use for Recreation

Improve the permeability of the landscape for the spread and migration of 
animal species; provide pedestrians and cyclists with unhindered access 
through the landscape and allow it to be used to a greater extent for outdoor 
recreation.

•• Initiate and encourage comprehensive land regulation in suburban cadastral 
areas and the subsequent implementation of joint facilities proposed under 
these regulations such as road networks, greenery, TSES, anti-erosion and 
water management measures, etc.
•• Restore the historic gravel and dirt road network and its accompanying 
vegetation allowing pedestrians passage through the landscape and 
generally improve conditions for pedestrians and cyclists
•• Provide more recreational fixtures and furniture in suburban forests and 
forest parks

1.4 A3
…

1.4 A4
…
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Healthy City

Green Infrastructure

Improve Precipitation (Rainwater) Management

Ensure drainage of urbanised areas of the city in a way that mimics 
the natural water cycle, chiefly through decentralised structures that 
retain, absorb, evaporate or clean rainwater near to where it falls 
(instead of draining it quickly through sewers into watercourses). 
|see Resilience of urban systems; p. 3:48|

․․ Adopt and adhere to the rainwater management concept
․․ Develop standards for water management, construction and transport 
projects in the city where such rules will be laid down that will allow 
rainwater management principles to be applied properly 
and in a coordinated manner
․․ Raise the awareness of citizens and public and private entities about 
the principles of rainwater management

Implement Measures Aimed at Slowing Surface Runoff and at  
Erosion Control

Adopt measures aimed at slowing surface runoff to reduce the likelihood of 
the inundation of urbanised areas during torrential rain; reduce the speed 
at which rainwater drains into watercourses to reduce the risk of flooding, 
particularly for small water courses; increase groundwater levels and reduce 
soil loss due to erosion.

•• Restore the natural water regime and improve the natural retention capacity 
of the landscape
•• Find natural solutions in the landscape (grass-covered ridges and contour 
furrows, absorption zones, groves, wetlands, vegetation along unpaved roads 
and cycle paths, etc.)
•• Also adopt even technical solutions (water retention tanks, absorption 
equipment, etc.) in conjunction with the drainage system
•• Adopt organisational measures for farming on agricultural land 
(crop rotation, appropriate choice of crops with regard to the incline 
of the land, ploughing and planting along contour lines, etc.)

1.4 A5
‥

1.4 A6
‥
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Healthy City

Green Infrastructure

Continue the Integrated Revitalisation of Flood Plains, Watercourses and 
Water Bodies 

Reduce the risk of small watercourses flooding, ensure the safety of 
waterworks structures both during normal operations and during floods, 
strengthen the water management, biological, landscape and recreational 
function of watercourses and water bodies.

‣‣ Identify suitable areas for the comprehensive revitalisation of aquatic 
ecosystems 
|see The Urban and Suburban Landscape; p. 1:69|
•• Repair, reconstruct and clean ponds and water reservoirs; add missing 
riparian vegetation; landscape the surroundings in line with their 
multipurpose roles; arrange for the long-term management thereof; etc.
•• Restore natural river and stream beds and flood plains and the function 
of the watercourses (streams) in natural localities in the urban landscape; 
renew and maintain riparian vegetation; increase the permeability 
and accessibility of banks using the Concept of Prague's Banks; 
restore springs; etc.
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Air and Noise

Improve air quality and reduce noise

Implement Technical and Organisational Measures to Reduce Noise in 
the Most Exposed Places 

Limit the negative impact of noise on the sense of wellbeing and also on the 
mental and physical health of the population by adopting effective measures to 
reduce excess noise, the source of which is primarily vehicle traffic in the city  
|see Sustainable Mobility; p. 1:87|

․․ Reduce the speed of vehicle traffic; restrict vehicle access to residential 
areas; adopt specific noise reduction measures (refurbishment of facades, 
replacement windows, etc.)
․․ Use "silent" asphalt when repairing roads
•• Limit noise from the operation of trams (e.g. by using less noisy 
trams, reconstructing tracks to lower noise emissions during 
the comprehensive refurbishment of streets as public space  
|see Public Space in the City; p. 1:64|
•• Install noise barriers in accordance with the Prague Public Space Manual, 
i.e., only along motorways, thoroughfares and rail corridors, while their 
dimensions and appearance will match the environment they are placed in
•• 	Use multifunctional elements of green infrastructure to reduce noise 
(e.g. ramparts covered in dust-catching vegetation near noise sources, etc.)
•• 	Comply with conditions and adopt measures aimed at reducing the impact 
of noise on public health set out in the National Concept of Air Transport 
for 2015–2020 

1.4 B1
‥
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

A Healthy City

Air and Noise

Comply with Emission Limits to Protect Human Health and Ecosystems

Reduce pollutants that can negatively impact human health and ecosystems by 
complying with statutory emission limits across Prague.

•• Fulfil the Air Quality Improvement Programme, Agglomeration CZ01 Prague
•• In the case of buildings that will produce increased noise and pollution 
in their areas, implement effective compensatory measures to reduce the 
negative effects on human health and ecosystems
•• Continue the Clean Energy Prague subsidy programme
•• Encourage the introduction of alternative low-emission and no-emission 
sources of electricity and heat in accordance with the Territorial Energy 
Concept of Prague (2013–2033)
•• Encourage the transition from environmentally unfriendly combustion plants 
(mainly solid fuel boilers) to low-emission heat sources

Reduce Dust in the Urban Environment

By lowering dust levels, reduce air pollution caused by microscopic dust 
particles (suspended particulate matter) that often carry substances harmful 
to human health. 

•• Perform regular cleaning of public spaces and roads using cleaning vehicles 
with effective dust filters
•• Reduce emissions of dust particles from construction activities 
and from the operation of construction and other machinery

•• Use multifunctional green infrastructure elements to reduce dust (rows of 
trees, climbing vegetation, ramparts near sources of dust, green roofs, etc.)
•• Plant insulating vegetation with anti-dust properties by busy roads near 
residential developments

1.4 B2
…
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Urban Agriculture

Encourage suburban and urban agriculture

Encourage Activities that Increase Awareness of the Value of 
Agricultural Land and Soil Ecosystems 

Support activities that increase awareness of the value of agricultural land to 
contribute to regaining the respect of residents and organisations for land as one 
of the most valuable and essentially non-renewable natural resources; reduce the 
unnecessary use of, and irresponsible interventions in, agricultural land. 

․․ Include education and training programmes to increase awareness of 
the value of agricultural land, soil ecosystems, etc. in the Environmental 
Education, Training and Awareness (EETA) concept action plans
•• Cooperate with professional organisations on developing and supporting 
agriculture
•• 	Support farmers’ markets distributing local food

Create Conditions for the Development of Suburban and Urban Agriculture 

Support the development of suburban and urban agriculture as an 
alternative to the predominant intensive farming on large units of land; 
promote smaller, eco-friendly ways of growing crops or raising livestock 
intended for own use or the local supply of healthy food.

․․ Incorporate the development of urban and peri-/suburban agriculture 
in the newly defined metropolitan and suburban parks 
|see Life in the City; p. 1:55|
•• Encourage the establishment of community gardens
•• Maintain the traditions of garden colonies and draft rules, objectives and 
principles for their further development (update and adopt the draft General 
Plan for Garden Colonies in Prague; include garden settlements in the green 
infrastructure system concept; include the issue of garden colonies in the 
ecological programmes under EETA, etc.) 
|see Life in the City; p. 1:55|

1.4 C1
‥

1.4 C2
‥
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Outdoor Activities

Promote outdoor recreational 
activities among residents

Create Suitable Conditions for Outdoor Activities

Create conditions that enable residents to enjoy outdoor activities and 
thereby reduce the health risks associated with present-day urban lifestyles. 
This strategy will be largely implemented through measures under the Life in 
the City strategic objective |see Life in the City; p. 1:55|

•• Open recreational routes with elements that develop physical abilities
•• Establish sites for nature (environmental) education and physical education 
•• Increase the number of sports and recreational areas in the natural 
environment

1.4 D1
…
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In cooperation with 
the surrounding region, 
Prague applies sustainable 
mobility principles
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY 1
5Sustainable Mobility

Prague will work towards sustainable mobility to ensure the movement of peo-
ple and goods in a way that is acceptable from the perspective of the long-term 
social, economic and environmental impacts. Improved traffic compliance and 
the quality of the environment and public space have gradually been achieved 
in the city and in the surrounding region. The focus will be on environmentally 
friendly modes of transport and movement (mobility): public transport (mainly 
rail) as well as walking and cycling, the latter two also being healthy physical 
activities. The aim is to increase the share of public transport, walking and 
cycling to more than 70%. The appeal of using these methods of mobility will 
improve and they will be seen as convenient and popular alternatives to indi-
vidual automobile transport. They will reduce the negative effects of transport 
and improve safety and energy efficiency. In road transport, a combination of 
regulatory and investment measures aimed at reducing the negative impacts 
of car traffic on densely populated areas of the city will be applied.

The fulfilment of this objective will support the values of the city and place, 
making the city appealing to residents and public space enjoyable. A balanced 
application of individual modes of transport and movement in accordance with 
the principles of sustainable mobility will make travelling more reliable, faster 
and more pleasant, while benefitting the environment, something that will be 
beneficial primarily for the city’s residents and visitors and have a positive effect 
on the appeal and attractiveness of the city in general. Increased energy effici-
ency in transport will have a positive economic impact and the implementation 
of e-mobility and other effective alternative types of propulsion will contribute 
to reducing dependence on oil and natural gas.

Keywords

public transport

electromobility

parking

bike/car sharing

walking 
and cycling

city logistics

suburban 
rail
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Strategic Goal Areas
Preferring Public Transport 

Developing Rail Transport 

Quality of Public Space 

New Connections 

Electromobility 

Responses to the Analytical Section of the Strategic Plan 

Weaknesses: 

Transport and transport structures fundamentally affect the appearance 
and attractiveness of public space, the quality of the environment 
and the city’s budget (approximately 35% of all expenditure and 50% 
of capital expenditure)

The negative impact on the environment and public space in particular 
is chiefly caused by vehicle traffic (chiefly noise, suspended particulates, 
nitrogen oxides, aromatic hydrocarbons and land annexation)

In Prague, there are two integrated, partially overlapping transport 
systems: PID and SID. This fact means inefficient public service spending 
and failure to utilise the synergistic potential

One obstacle to the greater use of public transport (especially when 
traveling from the region) is the slow construction of the P+R system

1.5 A

1.5 B

1.5 C

1.5 D

1.5 E

W2.4

W6.1‚2

W8.3

W2.3

Appendix
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Appendix

An advanced organisation for deliveries in the city is lacking

Opportunities: 

Prague and its surroundings have a high-quality public transport system – 
in Prague 43% of all trips are carried out by public transport, 33% by car 
transport, 23% on foot and 1% by bike

Main Indicator 
Increase the share of public transport, walking and cycling in the division 
of transport labour

Examples of Indicators 
Increase in the number of people using integrated public transport 
(in Prague) 

Increase in the proportion of capital expenditure in the City of Prague 
budget earmarked for developing public transport, walking and cycling 
efforts (in relation to other modes of transport)

Increase in the capacity of the P+R system in Prague and the surrounding 
region 

Increase in the share of public rail transport (metro, tram, train) in the 
numbers of passengers carried by integrated public transport in Prague

Increase in the average speed that buses and trams travel in Prague 

W2.3

O2.1

1.5.0

1.5.1

1.5.2

1.5.3

1.5.4

1.5.5
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Increase in the number of people using integrated rail transport in Prague

Reduction in the number of vehicles in the inner zone

The number of electric buses used for public transport — where 
appropriate, the number of registered electric vehicles and the number 
of electric bikes in the bike sharing system [note: the types of monitored 
vehicles will be revised based on the results of the examination of 
options for using electromobility |see Electromobility; p. 1:100| and, in 
the future, other effective alternative forms of propulsion] 

Related Strategic Documents Pertaining to Prague 
ÒÒ Noise Reduction Action Plan for the Agglomeration of Prague 2008
ÒÒ Integrated ITI Strategy for the Prague Metropolitan Area
ÒÒ Concept for the Removal of Barriers in Public Transportation in Prague
ÒÒ Concept for the Development of Bicycle Transport and Recreational 
Cycling in Prague until 2020

ÒÒ Concept for the Development of Paid Parking Zones in Prague
ÒÒ Amendment of the Concept for the Reconstruction of the Prague 
Railway Node

ÒÒ Operational Programme Prague — Growth Pole of the Czech Republic
ÒÒ Sustainable Mobility Plan for Prague and Its Environs
ÒÒ Air Quality Improvement Programme for Agglomeration CZ01 — Prague 
(until 2020)

ÒÒ SMART Prague 2014–2020
ÒÒ Prague Transport Policy Principles
ÒÒ Principles for the Development of Pedestrian Traffic in Prague

1.5.6

1.5.7

1.5.8
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Involvement of Key Actors 
ÒÒ Atelier ALEJ
ÒÒ Aterlier DUA
ÒÒ AURS
ÒÒ Auto Mat
ÒÒ Transport Research Centre
ÒÒ Czech Technical University, Faculty of Transport
ÒÒ Dopravní podnik hl. m. Prahy, a.s. (Prague Public Transit Company)
ÒÒ Chodci sobě
ÒÒ Prague City Hall, Environmental Protection Department
ÒÒ Prague City Hall, Budget Department
ÒÒ Prague City Hall, Department of Transport Development and Financing
ÒÒ Ministry of the Environment, Department of Air Protection
ÒÒ Nadace Partnerství (Partnership Foundation)
ÒÒ National Heritage Institute
ÒÒ NDCON
ÒÒ Regional Organiser of Prague Integrated Transport
ÒÒ Technical Road Management of the Capital City of Prague, 
Institute of Transport Engineering

Other Key Actors
ÒÒ Prague City Hall, Department of Transport Administration 
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Preferring Public Transport

Make public transport more attractive 
and regulate and control car traffic 

Conceptually Promote Sustainable Mobility 

Prepare the data and documents required to create a conceptual framework 
for the application of sustainable mobility principles; promote and build 
applications to support the use of public and non-motorised transport.

‣‣ Rethink the scope and parameters of the road system inside the Prague Ring 
(outer ring road) with a view to sustainable development and the city budget 
while respecting the priority importance of the completion of the Prague 
Ring and the City Ring (inner ring road) (note: implementation of the Prague 
Ring is the subject of Strategic Objective 2.1 
|see Accessibility from Abroad; p. 2:22|
‣‣ Draw up a feasibility study of the city logistics system in Prague (i.e., better 
organisation of the city deliveries system to reduce the negative impact of 
freight transport on the city) that also examines the optimal involvement of 
railway freight transport (and even waterborne transport) in the system
‣‣ Create a concept for the city on the use and development of waterborne 
transport on the Vltava River as supporting documentation for making 
decisions on strategic construction projects (e.g. locks) or on how to use 
the river
‣‣ Develop and adopt a sustainable mobility plan for Prague that also addresses 
the surrounding region 
•• Create conditions for the creation of a multimodal application for planning 
the routes of different modes of transport (public transport, car, bike, foot), 
including ticketing and service payment options
•• Systematically promote the use of public and non-motorised transport 

1.5 A1
‥
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A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Sustainable Mobility

Preferring Public Transport

Create a Unified Integrated Metropolitan System and Optimise its 
Operation

Remove the partial overlap of the two existing integrated transport systems, 
i.e., PID (Prague Integrated Transport) and SID (Central Bohemian Integrated 
Transport), and thereby increase transport efficiency and make the system 
easier to use and also more attractive for users to increase interest in its use. 

․․ Create a common organiser for the integrated transport system of Prague 
and the Central Bohemian Region
․․ Make public transport fares attractive
․․ Unify and simplify tariffs
․․ Adjust public transport intervals to correspond to the use of certain lines and 
quality standards
•• Make the information and ticketing systems more attractive, link schedules 
and streamline operations 

Implement Measures to Make Trams and Buses the Preferred  
Choice of Travel 

Increase the speed, reliability and smoothness of surface public transport 
to ensure continued interest in the use of public transport.

․․ Introduce measures so that public transport is given preference in legislation 
(e.g. right of way, special treatment for rail transport in noise assessments)
•• Modify traffic lights to give preference to trams and buses (using active 
detection systems)
•• Build longitudinal barriers to separate trams from other vehicles
•• Build dedicated bus lanes
•• Modify intersections to give preference to trams and buses
•• Modify tram stops and bus stations to allow passengers to get 
on and off safely and quickly (bays, Vienna stops, time islands, 
raised boarding Islands, etc.)

1.5 A2
…

1.5 A3
…



1
5

1:94

A 

direction

strategic goal

area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Sustainable Mobility

Preferring Public Transport

Improve the Comfort and Convenience of Public Transport 

Improve the comfort and convenience of public transport to help maintain 
interest in its use. 

•• Reduce socio-pathological behaviour in public transport (crime, vandalism, 
non-payers, the homeless, mess, odours, etc.)
•• Improve the accessibility of public transport by, for example, ensuring 
barrier-free access to stations and stops and increasing the number of 
low-floor vehicles
•• Improve transfer links (technical solutions to improve transfers and minimise 
time lost when transferring)
•• Make sure passengers are better informed (e.g. current information about 
traffic and its changes)
•• Expand ticketing system options (e.g. the use of contactless payments)
•• Gradually increase the proportion of vehicles with air conditioning
•• Improve the availability of WIFI and the phone signal in public transport

Accelerate the Development of P+R, K+R and B+R Systems; Procedurally 
Support Implementation in the Surrounding Region as Well

Develop systems that support a combination of public transport and 
individual automobile transport (P+R, K+R) or cycling (B+R) systems and 
thereby encourage the use of public transport and bicycles.

‣‣ Find a model for constructing P+R parking areas using a combination 
of public and private capital
•• Accelerate the preparation and construction of new catchment parking lots 
under the P+R system (with the supplementary service of bicycle storage 
under the B+R system) – in particular at subway stations or at appropriate 
railway stations and "Eska" stops; search for additional localities, now to 
include suitable tram and bus stops
•• Identify and build other suitable locations for B+R (at railway stations 
as well) and K+R systems
•• Cooperate with the Central Bohemian Region on preparing the development 
of P+R, K+R and B+R systems in the surrounding region

1.5 A4
‥

1.5 A5
‥
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A

direction

strategic goal

area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Sustainable Mobility

Preferring Public Transport

Regulate and Control Automobile Transport 

Reduce vehicle traffic in the city as cars are the biggest burden 
on the city’s environment. 

‣‣ Examine the possibility of introducing a toll system and compare it to other 
possible regulatory measures
‣‣ Examine the possibility of introducing a low-emissions zone to reduce air 
pollution from traffic in the city centre 
․․ Initiate legislative changes to make it possible to introduce a flat-rate toll 
across the Czech Republic
․․ Initiate cancellation of tolls on the Prague Ring and the first sections of 
motorways to divert car traffic from the local road network 
•• Refrain from increasing parking in the form of public carparks in the Prague 
Monument Reservation (but move parking from the streets to garages 
according to the specific conditions of a locality) and minimise new parking 
spaces constructed through private investment
•• Strive for greater use of waterborne transport for construction (as an 
alternative to the transportation of construction material by truck)
•• Create conditions for the establishment of shared transport systems (bike 
sharing, car sharing)
•• Support the construction of high-quality parking structures in housing 
developments as part of comprehensive revitalisation in order to resolve the 
shortage of parking spaces and partially relieve public space

•• Increase the application of Intelligent Telematics Systems (ITS) to control traffic
•• Modify roads and intersections and improve the organisation of transport to 
increase the flow of traffic and improve air quality in localities with higher 
levels of air pollution due to frequent congestion; such modifications must 
not, however, attract through-traffic or lead to a conflict with preferred 
environmentally friendlier modes of transport
•• Expand and optimise paid parking zones using ITS also with the aim of 
reducing the number of vehicles entering the regulated area; this includes 
the use of dynamic guidance systems to lead vehicles to vacant parking spots
•• Introduce measures that will gradually calm traffic in residential areas, 
particularly through the creation of 30 km/h speed-limit zones

1.5 A6
…
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Developing Rail Transport 

Develop and optimise rail transport 
(metro, train, tram)

Expand the Metro Network 

Expand what is currently the fastest, most reliable and most environmentally 
friendly form of public transport into areas where such high-capacity public 
transport is desirable, so as to make public transport more attractive. 

‣‣ Examine the possibility of further expanding metro line D
‣‣ Examine the possibility of constructing second points of entrance 
to underground stations (e.g. Staroměstská station)
•• Prepare and subsequently implement the first stretch of metro line D 
to the south of the city 

Develop a Network of Tram Tracks 

Develop what is traditionally the most popular form of public rail transport 
to increase interest in the use of public transport. 

‣‣ Examine the possibility of extending tram tracks into the region 
•• Prepare and subsequently build tram tracks especially in areas with intense 
bus services and to create tangential connections in the city 

1.5 B1
‥

1.5 B2
‥
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direction

strategic goal

area

A COHESIVE AND HEALTHY CITY

Sustainable Mobility

Developing Rail Transport 

Collaborate on Improving the Reliability and Quality of Train Services to 
the City ("Esko")

Cooperate with the MoTCR and the railway infrastructure owner (now RIA) 
to increase the reliability and improve the quality of rail transport services 
("Esko") to grow interest in the use of public transport. 

•• Cooperate on preparing and subsequently implementing solutions to 
congested sections of the Prague railway node, with the long-term aim of 
separating long-distance and suburban urban rail transport
•• Cooperate on preparing and subsequently implementing new railway 
stations in Prague
•• Find solutions to the lack of capacity in the Prague railway node – 
optimisation leading to a model where the railway leads through 
the city centre

1.5 B3
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The Quality of Public Space

Pursue a higher quality of public space 
in the design of transport solutions 

Include Higher Quality of Public Space among Important Criteria when 
Assessing Transport Solution Designs

Better apply the criterion of higher quality of public space when assessing 
proposed transport solutions, which can lead to solutions more respectful 
of the city’s environment and more welcoming and enjoyable for people to 
spend time in |see Public Space in the City; p. 1:64|. 

•• Respect conceptual documents for the creation of public space (now the 
Prague Public Space Design Manual) when proposing and assessing transport 
solutions 

Revitalise Important Avenues/Boulevards to Improve the Quality of 
Public Space 

Revitalise important avenues/boulevards to create better 
and more welcoming conditions in these important public spaces 
and in the surrounding buildings for people. 

‣‣ Design and implement humanising modifications to the main north-south 
artery, the “severozápadní magistrála”.
‣‣ Develop conceptual studies in connection with plans to reconstruct major 
avenues/boulevards 

1.5 C1
‥

1.5 C2
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New Connections

Increase the permeability and interconnectedness 
of areas, especially for walking and cycling 

Create New Barrier-free and Safe Routes and Areas for Walking and for 
Cycling

Create new routes and areas for walking and cycling, thereby helping to 
maintain interest in these forms of mobility. 

•• Introduce an appealing and user-friendly information system for pedestrians 
as well as tourists
•• Prepare and build new cycling paths (within and outside cycling routes) with 
an emphasis on their safety and appeal and with connections to the network 
in the Central Bohemian Region
•• Optimise the appearance and condition of long-distance cycling routes
•• Install bike racks in public spaces and public buildings (offices, schools, etc.) 
and promote the creation of conditions for the secure storage of bikes in 
private buildings
•• Implement barrier-free solutions (as part of a solution to the more general 
issue of good permeability) for selected problematic spots and pedestrian 
and cycling route sections
•• Address road safety issues in locations that are risky for pedestrians and 
cyclists due to traffic

Prepare and Build Missing Connections

Add important missing connections as a way to create more suitable routes 
for moving around the city. 

•• Design and build missing bridges and footbridges over natural and artificial 
barriers
•• Design and build missing linking roads and bypasses, including the missing 
section of the City Ring (in the context of the outcome of the re-evaluation of 
the scope and parameters of the road system according to the measure 
|see Preferring Public Transport; p. 1:92|

1.5 D1
…

1.5 D2
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Electromobility

Develop electromobility or other effective alternative 
forms of propulsion to an optimal degree

Promote the Creation of Charging Points for Electric Vehicles and the 
Wider Application of E-mobility

Promote the creation of charging points for electric vehicles and the wider 
application of electric mobility (and possibly other effective alternative 
forms of propulsion in the future) to reduce dependence on oil and gas, to 
improve energy efficiency and to reduce air pollution in the city. 

‣‣ Examine options to apply electromobility solutions to public transport 
outside of rail transport  |see Developing Rail Transport; p. 1:96|
‣‣ Examine options for applying electromobility to regular trips around the city 
made or ordered by the City of Prague and its organisations (social services, 
waste collection, business trips, etc.)
‣‣ Examine the options for applying electromobility in the context of the 
possible introduction of a system of shared means of transport (bike sharing, 
car sharing)  |see Developing Rail Transport; p. 1:96|
•• Build parking spots in P+R catchment parking areas with charging points for 
electric vehicles
•• Equip B+R facilities with charging stations for electric bikes

1.5 E1
‥
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